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ftwch premier shakes up cabinet 

|AP) ■— Conservative Prime Minister AUin Juppe 
l hB cabinet on Tuesday. less than a week before a major 
p anjmwntary debate on painfui budget cuts. The new cabinet 
induces 16 ministers and 16 secretaries of state, down from a total 1 
4 of *1 “ old cabinet. The government said ft wanted a 
scaferoown team to begin tackling tough problems such as 
trimming France’s huge budget deficit. The new team, however, 
indodes only lour new faces. Thirteen former cabinet members 
*ert ousted, including Health Minster Elisabeth Hubert, the 
mofi importam official to lose her job. Economy and Finance 
Minister Jean Arthuis. a key player in the budget reforms, kept his 
poet. Mr. Juppe’s popularity ratings have plummeted as his 
stf-montn-old government copes with 11.5 per cent unemploy- 
j5eot, mike threats from Labour Unions over austerity policies 
sad a deadly series of bombings linked to Algerian Muslim 
militants. He also has been hit hard by a housing scandal that 
rcveaW he obtained dry-owned housing at be low-market rente 
for ms temuy while he was Paris finance director. 
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Ben All slams rights groups, vows reform 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali on 
Tuesday strongly rejected international criticism of the country's 
human rights record and announced limited democracy reforms. 
Mr. Ben Ah' described some human rights groups as ''mongers of 
lies’* in a speech marking the eighth anniversary of coming to 
office. “Living in a state of law, and where freedoms are 
respected, we have no lessons to receive from anyone," he said. 
Amnesty International said recently it was concerned by serious 
and systematic human rights violations in Tunisia. The group's 
worries were fuelled by the crushing of the country's Islamist 
movement in 1992 ana the arrest last month of Mohammad 
Moada, president of the Socialist Democrats Movement (MDS). 
Mr. Ben Ali denounced “the dangerous deviarionism of some 
human rights professionals and some organisations which became 
simple mongers of lies and allegations from extremists- The human 
rights problem... must no more be left in the hands of the lovers of 
speeches and statements to the press," he said in his speech at a 
ceremony in Carthage presidential palace. 
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hoax 
on RJ 
flight 


VIENNA (Agencies) — A 
RpyaUondanian (RJ) airliner 
forced to make an emergency 
in Vienna on Tues- 


day after receiving a bomb 
threat was given the all-clear 
by Austrian police after a 
thorough search. 

“The search is over and is 
a 10-day rovai * negative,” said an interior 


an 

rmmstry spokesman. The air- 
craft resumed its flight to 
Amman later in the day and 
was due in Amman at 00:25 
Wednesday, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. “The 
people want to go home, 
after all,” he said. 

The Lockheed TriStar 
wide-bodied jet. en route 
from Chicago to Amman via 
Amsterdam, was over former 
Yugoslavia when the alarm 
was raised. 

According to the official, 
there were 229 passengers on 
board the aircraft. 

In Amman, an RJ official 
said the airline had received 
an anonymous call “warning 
that a bomb was on the 
plane," adding that the pilot 
was ordered to land in Vien- 
,na as a precaution. 

The Vienna airport police 
superintendent Alfred Rupf 
said the bomb threat had 
been received by telephone 
in Amsterdam and passed to 
Amman, which radioed the 
plane to turn back and land in 
Vienna. 

Amid turmoil in the Mid- 
dle East following the assas- 
sination of Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin, reports 
and daum;-. ~ said' the- RJ flight had been 
and Ziata 4 hijacked in mid-ahr. 

An Israeli radio monitor 
who listened in on die cockpit 
communications said, howev- 
er, there had been no talk of 
a hijack threat. 
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Peres asks Japan for 
help with highway 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 
acting Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres asked Japan on 
Tuesday to help finance a 
highway for the Palestinians 
between the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank, his office said. 
Mr. Peres made the request 
during a meeting with Japan’s 
Foreign Minister Yohei 
Kono, who attended the 
funeral here Monday of 
assassinated Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. A highway 
link, crossing Israel, between 
self-ruled Gaza and the West 
Bank where autonomy is to 
be expanded would help the 
Palestinians and the peace 
process, he said. Mr. Kono 
reaffirmed Japan's commit- 
ment to the Middle East 
peace process, recalling its 
decision to send observers for 


WQO r, r Miclflfc Palestinian self-rule elections 
losop^ and to help build two new 


nee 


help 

. 'I ; u ™*WCS over the Jordan Riv- 
ophicai nw cr. He also thanked Israel for 
died batimj its support for Japan’s efforts 
in a out o! ^ to secure a permanent seat on 
his aparu 1 * the U.N. Security Council. 
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Iraq food deal 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Palestinian factories could 
sign m the next few days 
deals to supply Iraq with 
food, a Palestinian trade offi- 
cial at die Baghdad fair said 
Tuesday. “Contracts be- 
token Palestinian factories’ 
and Iraqi traders could be 
sgned.in the next few days," 
At^ Midani told AFP. 




macb rally called 

& giving^, in Babin’s memory 

TELAVIV (AFP) — A mass 
i - n v arfl v ^’ ^.-was called Tuesday in 
st iwu* menjoty of Yitzhak Rabin at 
totted- 1 . qt {Kite m Tel Aviv where the 
, u ff in “feeli prime minister fell to 
pf an .issassin’s bullets, the 
tern P 10 ' 10 Van ^gwisers said. Tens of 
lft -r Hu^uaiii ““hands of people are ex- 
r: Hocin f ^ P ect «l « the demonstration 
Zd ra Kings of Israel Square, 
^ municipality is to 
. fw»r ^ i re f^ffle after die slain pre- 
)V ^ ■Jbri'.The rally is being orga- 

aid- ait the initiative of the 

i had and Mayor Ron- 

the rn0 MJg^' MwT a member of the 
i be « n TZwt $*P?!&ipn right-wing Likud. 
^railed rff J^^iU ake place after the 
W L^^ period of mourn- 
vrid 1 a ' Jewish tradition. 


Self-rule back on track 

Peres vows to press ahead and resumes 
implementation of Sept. 28 agreement 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL FORGED ahead 
with negotiations on Palesti- 
nian self-rule on Tuesday af- 
ter reassuring Arabs that 
assassin of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin had not also 
killed Middle East peace. 

The government said it was 
preparing to clamp down on 
extreme-right incitement to 
political violence and punish 
isolated incidents of rejoicing 
over Mr. Rabin’s murder by a 
Jewish militant at a peace 
rally on Saturday night. 

“i shall continue die pro- 
cess of peace that we have 
started,” acting Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres told repor- 
ters after meeting British 
Prime Minister John Major, 
one of dozens of foreign lead- 
ers at Mr. Rabin’s state 
funeral on Monday. 

Mr. Peres said Israeli 
troops resumed work on 
withdrawing from Palestinian 
towns and villages in the 
West Bank on Tuesday 
morning. 

Syria. Israel’s most power- 


ful remaining Arab adver- 
sary, sent conciliatory sig- 
nals. The official daily Al 
Baath urged Mr. Peres to 
reactivate peace talks and 
said Mr. Rabin's assassina- 
tion had left the Middle East 
with a greater need for peace. 

In a display of business as 
usual. Israeli and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials resumed 
handover talks in Jenin, the 
first West Bank town to be 
transferred to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
since self-rule began in Gaza 
and Jericho 18 months ago. 

Twelve Palestinian police 
officers arrived in Jenin. 

“Twelve officers who will 
take part in joint Israel- 
Palesunian patrols arrived 
Tuesday in Jenin," said PLO 
representative in Jenin Mussa 
O ad ura. 

So far a total of 42 officers 
have arrived in Jenin since 
the start of the Israeli army 
redeployment on Oct. 25. . 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
and Mr. Peres agreed at their 
last meeting in Erez on Oct. 


15 to comple 
withdrawal by Nov. 19. 

Five other towns are to be 
evacuated under the deal, to 
allow Palestinian elections to 
go ahead, while troops wilt 
remain in Hebron. 

Mr. Peres, who took over 
after the assassination, began 
handling business from the 
prime minister’s office on 
Tuesday. 

Government spokesman 
Uri Dromi said he expected 
President Ezer Weizman to 
ask Mr. Peres to form a new 
government after the tradi- 
tional Jewish week of mourn- 
ing ends next Sunday. 

Economics Minister Yossi 
Beilin, a dose Peres ally, told 
Reuters he hoped the centre- 
left government would 
broaden its parliamentary 
base by bringing in moderate 
religious parties. 

Mr. Rabin’s last peace deal 
with the PLO scraped 
through the 120-seat Knesset 
by a single vote. Political 
analysts said it would be hard * 
to push through a peace deal 
with Syria involving a with- 


drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Beilin discouraged 
speculation that Mr. Peres 
might seek to bring forward 
the next general election, due 
on Oct. 29, 1996. to capita- 
plise on the huge wave of 
sympathy for Mr. Rabin. 

“Why should we advance 
the elections after what hap- 
pened? Why should we give a 
prize to the assassins, that 
they can stop everything by 
killing the prime minister?' ’ 
he said. 

Mr. Peres was more cau- 
tious. saying: "For us the 
main consideration is the 
peace process and not the 
term of the government. I 
said yesterday (Monday) and 
1 shall repeat it that for us to 
win peace is more important 
than even to win the elec- 
tion." 

The acting premier dismis- 
sed Palestinian fears that the 
West Bank handover and 
troop redeployment would be 
delayed. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres seeks ‘peace cabinet’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — New 
Israeli premier Shimon Peres 
on Tuesday began behind the 
scenes talks to set up a new 
government determined to 
carry on the peace legacy of 
slain leader Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Peres, acting premier 
since Mr. Rabin was gunned 
down on Saturday, started 
initial talks with outgoing 
ministers and party repre- 
sentatives. especially the reli- 
gious movements, to boost 
the government coalition. 

President Ezer Weizman is 
due in the coming days to 
officially charge Mr. reres 
with forming a new govern- 
ment, and the right-wing 
opposition Likud Party has 
said it would not oppose his 
appointment. 

Sources close to Mr. Peres 
said it seemed likely he would 
appoint 53-year-old Interior 
Minisrer Ebud Barak, a for- 
mer chief of staff, as his 
foreign or defence minister. 

“Pereft wild probably name 
Eh iid Barak as soon as next 
week as defence or foreign 
minister,” one source told. 
AFP asking tetremain anony- 
mous. 

It would help him form the 
necessary military-political 
alliance needed to win over 
the generals to the politics of 
peace which he enjoyed with 


Mr. Rabin, also a former 
chief of staff, for the past 
three years. 

At the state funeral on 
Monday at Mount Herzl 
military cemetery, hfr. Peres 


Rabin it will be more diffi- 
cult,’* Tourism Minister Uzi 
Baram told AFP. 

For many in the Labour 
Party, thrown into turmoil 
with the death of its leader. 


vowed the peace process . ; only. Mr. Barak could come 


which cost Mr. Rabin his life 
would go on. 

True to his word on Tues- 
day he was set to put the 
autonomy deal with the 
Palestinians back on course 
by resuming the Israeli army 
withdrawal on the West 
Bank, after it was temporari- 
ly halted following Mr. 
Rabin’s assassination. 

His office said the pullback 
from six Palestinian towns, 
which began in Jenin on Oct. 
25, was resuming on Tues- 
day. 

He pledged on the U.S. 
television network CBS: “We 
should be serious in our im- 
plementation of - our commit- 
ment" toward the Palesti- 
nians. "We should continue 
with our redeployment." 

But one source dose to 
him said that Mr. Peres will 
not be able to make daring 
deasions in the peace process 
“because he doesn’t inspire 
confidence in the same way 
as he whom we called Mr. 
Security" — Mr. Rabin. 

"Peres and Rabin were a 
driving couple. Without 


dose to working in the same 
tandem with Mr. Peres as the 
previous partnership with 
Mr. Rabin. 

Already Mr. Peres acemed 
to be grooming Mr. Barak for 
the post when late Monday 
the two men met with King 
Hussein. 

Three weeks ago Mr. Peres 
told AFP: “Barak will take 
over from Rabin, when the 
day comes.” 

Mr. Barak, ar reserve army 
general, is the most deco- 
rated soldier in the military 
histoiy of Israel. Described 
by one of the country's legen- 
dary figures. General Moshe 
Dayan, as "the most 
courageous Jewish soldier." 
he took pan in all the com- 
mando operations carried out. 
by Israel in the past 30 years. 

Another candidate for a 
cabinet post is the head of the 
powerful trade union body 
Histadrut, Haim Ramon, 
who turned his back on 
Labour in 1993 and set up an' 
independent list. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Assassination probe focuses on 
possible right-wing conspiracy 


KFAR TAPUAH, Occupied 
West Bank (AP) — A day 
after Yitzhak Rabin's burial, 
police searched for Jewish 
extremists Tuesday in this 
anti-government stronghold, 
but came up empty-handed 
after the suspects apparently 
slipped away. 

Police announced they 
would round up and question 
militants, but would not say 
how many, if any. had 
already been detained. 

Israel Radio said police 
also planned to detain four 
residents from the militant 
Jewish settlement of Kiryat 
Arba. 

"People who have publicly 
supported the murder of the 
prime minister will be investi- 
gated," police spokesman 
Eric Bar-Chen told the 
Associated Press. 

As part of the crackdown. 
Justice Minister David Libai 
reportedly plans to propose 
changes in existing law to 
make it easier to prosecute 
militants for incitement. 

Police are investigating 
whether Mr. Rabin’s confes- 
sed killer, 25-year-old Yigal 
Amir, and his brother. 
Hagai, 27, were part of a 
larger conspiracy. 

As Israelis remained in 
shock that their prime minis- 
ter could have been killed by 
a fellow Jew, police were 
trying to find out if there had 
been a right-wing plot to kill 


Mr. Rabin, despite claims by 
the killer that he acted alone 
on “orders from God." 

“The police goal is to find 
out if Yigal Amir acted alone 
or with accomplices within 
one of the extremist move- 
ments that we know about, in 
order to prevent another 
attack." said a police spokes- 
man. 

Amir's girlfriend, who was 
not identified, has been 
arrested to "find out if she 
knew about her fiance's acti- 
vities." a police official said. 

The head of the inquiry. 
Commissioner Moti Naftali, 
said other members of the 
movement had known Amir 

E tanned to kill Mr. Rabin and 
ad even helped him, 
although extremists had gone 
underground since the inves- 
ition began. 

dice are mainly looking 
for Avizhair Raviv, the lead- 
er of the extremist Eyal 
group, suspected of being im- 
plicated in the attack. 

Israeli media quoted police 
officials as saying they be- 
lieved Hagai Amir was a 
member of Kahane Chai, an 
anti-Arab group that was out- 
lawed, along with its sister 
group Kach, after Kach activ- 
ist Baruch Goldste’in shot 
dead 29 Palestinian worship- 
ers in Hebron in February 
1994. 

Amir, ordered held for 
seven days as the investiga- 


tion continues, has admitted 
giving Yigal 20 bullets of the 
type used to- shoot Mr. 
Rabin. The elder Amir also 
acknowledged that he had 
been aware of two earlier 
attempts by his brother to kill 
Mr. Rabin. 

On Tuesday, police con- 
ducted searches in Kfar 
Tapuah, home of several 
Kanane Chai activists, said a 
resident and member of the 
group, Lenny Goldberg, 34. 

He said officers knocked 
on the doors of several 
Kahane Chai members, but 
left when they did not find 
them at home. He said he did 
not know whether his friends 
were in hiding. 

Mr. Goldberg said he felt 
joy and relief when Mr. 
Rabin was killed, comparing 
Mr. Rabin’s assassination to 
the shooting death of his 
mentor. New York-born 
Rabbi Meir Kahane was mur- 
dered, that’s the way I felt 
when Rabin was killed “ said. 
Mr. Goldberg speaking out- 
side a Jewish seminary for 
Kahane disciples in Kfar 
Tapuah. 

“They (Israelis) danced in 
the streets when Kahane was 
killed,” he said. 

In the Kfar Tapuah semi- 
nary, students had already 
begun paying homage to the 
gunman. One had drawn 

(Cantinaed on page 7) 


American 
Congress 
shows its 
support 
for peace 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The U.S. Congress 
adopted a resolution Monday 
honouring stain Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rahin and 
reaffirmed its support for a 
“just and lasting peace" in 
the Middle East. 

"We could not prevent this 
senseless assassination ." said 
Representative Patricia 
Shcroeder. a Democrat from 
Colorado. "But we can pre- 
vent the killing of his dream, 
and we must now work even 
more vigorously to bring 
peace to the region that has 
known so little." 

Rep. Barney Frank also 
urged continuation of the 
peace process in an emotion- 
al speech on the house floor. 

"I have not felt sadder than 
on this day." the Mas- 
sachusetts Democrat said. 
“It's not just a murder, it's 
an assault on the democratic 
state of Israel. We must re- 
pudiate this effort and work 
to keep Israel on the path 
toward peace.” 

On another congressional 
front, a fierce critic of aid to 
the Palestinians has dropped 
his opposition to temporarily- 
extending the assistance in 
the wake* of Mr. Rabin's vio- 
lent death. 

Michael Forbes of New- 
York, backed by a top con- 
gressional leader in the 
Republic-controlled House 
of Representatives, had 
vowed to fight an extension 
of the Middle East Peace 
Facilitation Act. which helps 
fund Palestinian self- 
government authorities. 

The law had expired and 
was not renewed due to an 
unrelated political squabble, 
then was passed in the Senate 
late last week. Mr. Forbes 
fought the bill’s passage in 
the House due to his opposi- 
tion to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) chief 
Yasser Arafat. « 

Bur after Mr. Rabin's 
assassination Saturday in Tel 
Aviv. Mr. Forbes said his 
reservations shquld be taken 
up "at a more appropriate 
time.” 

The extension of the faci- 
litation act. which also would 
allow the PLO to continue 
operating a Washington 
office, would last only 
through Dec. I. 

It was agreed to only after 
Republican Senator * Jesse 
Heims got assurances that 
Democrats would negotiate 
with him on an unrelated 
piece of legislation — calling 
for a controversial reorga- 
nisation of the State Depart- 

(Contfamed on page 7) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan with the family of the late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in Tel Aviv on Tuesday (photo by Boghos) 

Grown Prince visits W.JerusaIem 
to convey condolences over Rabin 

privilege and honour for me 
to be here today to honour 
the memory" of Rabin, the 
Prince told journalists. 

He expressed “deep honor 
and revulsion” over Mr. 
Rabin's murder by a Jewish 
extremist at a peace rally on 
Saturday. 

“The words of the prime 
minister’s granddaughter 
touched all of us in Jordan 
deeply," said the prince re- 
ferring to the tear-jerking 
words of Noa Ben Artzi at 
the state funeral on Monday. 

Mr. Peres voiced “deep 
appreciation" over the visit 
by Prince Hassan, who had 
lunch in Jerusalem with the 
new prime minister before 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday 
paid a short visit to West 
Jerusalem to pay condolences 
to the widow of assassinated 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and to meet 
acting Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. 

Mr. Peres, who welcomed 
Prince Hassan, described the 
Crown Prince’s visit as very 
significant and meant a great 
deal for the bereaved family 
and the whole Israeli society. 
. The peace process and the 
latest developments in the 
region as well as the outcome 
of the Middle East and North 
Africa economic-summit- in 
Amman late last month were 
at the centre of the Crown 


Prince’s talks with Mr. Peres, 
Jordan Television said. 

The Crown Prince and Mr. 
Peres stressed that the assas- 
sination of Mr. Rabin would 
only encourage supporters of 
peace on the two sides to 
double their efforts. 

Paying tribute to the assas- 
sinated prime minister. 
Prince Hassan said: “Yitzhak 
Rabin played a main role in 
the peacemaking process for 
this region.” 

“For me, it is an extremely 
moving moment to visit Jeru- 
salem for the first time ... 
who could have imagined 
these circumstances,” he told 
reporters after flying in by 
helicopter to be greeted by 
Mr. Peres. 

“It is a great source of 


(Continued mi page 7) 


Arafat calls on Israel to 
fight Jewish extremism 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat urged Israel on Tues- 
day to cracl^ down on Jewish 
extremists and warned that 
the assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin could 
threaten the peace process. 

But the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
chairman said he was assured 
by U.S. and French leaders 
that acting Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres would go 
ahead as planned with 
Israel's pullout from West 
Bank towns and villages. 

At a meeting of Palestinian 
businessmen Tuesday in 
Cairo, Mr. Arafat conde- 
mned Mr. Rabin's assassina- 
tion as “a horrendous and 
dangerous crime'’ that could 
harm the fragile peace pro- 
cess. 

“We consider this danger- 
ous crime a living example 
for what we have always 
warned against — thar is. 
encouraging forces of ex- 


tremism and violence who 
are working against peace.” 
he said. 

He said: “I would like to 
draw your attention to this 
serious incident, which will 
have massive repercussions 
on the peace process and its 
contents. 

“We regard this assassina- 
tion as the embodiment of 
everything we warned 
against: the encouragement 
of extremist forces and 
strengthening of violent ten- 
dencies which characterise 
the actions of settlers and 
enemies of peace." 

He <added: “We are all of 
us looking to it as a very 
serious crime, but we hope 
that Peres will have the abil- 
ity and the capability to con- 
tinue the peace process 
according to the schedule of 
the Washington agreement.” 

Mr. Arafat urged the 
Israeli government to take 
steps against those Israeli ex- 
tremists opposed to the 


Israel-PLO accords. 

"This crime should not be 
passed without notice," he 
said at a news conference 
after the meeting. “These ex- 
tremist Israeli elements 
should be dealt with by the 
Israeli government." 

Mr. Arafat arrived in Cairo 
earlier in the day and met 
with President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. who attended Mr. 
Rabin's funeral in West Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Mubarak, who has 
been a mediator in Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations, also 
briefed Mr. Arafat on his 
meeting with President Clin- 
ton and Mr. Peres following 
the funeral Monday. 

About 30 Palestinian 
businessmen living abroad 
planned to attend the ihree- 
day meeting. The gathering, 
which began Tuesday, was 
sponsored by the Arab 
League for businessmen hop- 

(Coatinued on page 7) 


Israelis flock to Rabin’s tomb 
to express sorrow, pay homage 


Combined agency dispatches 

THOUSANDS OF Israelis 
flocked Tuesday to the 
freshly-dug grave cf their 
slain leader Yitzhak Rabin 
after world leaders had paid 
their last respects at his state 
funeral. 

As they filed past the grave 
in the Mount Herzl military 
cemetery, they placed 
wreaths, single roses, candles 
and messages of farewell, 
love and hope on the ground. 

“Kill violence, not Jews," 
read one anonymous message 
resting on the grave, while 
others were piled up around a 
marble plaque at the Great of 
the Nation square where Mr. 
Rabin was buried Monday. 

"Forgive the hatred of 
others,” read another. 
Another said: “We are alone, 
but you showed us the path of 
peace." 

Some messages of farewell 
were written in pebbles on 
nearby tombs. 

At the graveside young sol- 
diers still in shock watched 
the orderly crowd file past, 
while about 50 held a prayer 
service nearby. 


With tears in her eyes, an 
18-year-old doing her nation- 
al service said she could only 
pay her last respects on Tues- 
day because she had been on 
duty before. 

“I was at the peace rally in 
Tel Aviv and like thousands 
of young people with me, we 
will never be able to forget 
that a Jew came that evening 
to kill our symbol of peace.” 

Mr. Rabin was gunned 
down by a Jewish fanatic just 
after he delivered a stirring 
message of peace on Satur- 
day to 100,000 Israelis in the 
Tel Aviv main square 
gathered for the “yes to 
peace, not to violence" rally. 

“The young are thirsty for 
peace. If the assassin was 
hoping to block the peace 
process, we have to show the 
world that he has completely 
foiled in his goal," she added. 

“Rabin's death will only 
strengthen our desire for 
peace," she added glancing 
sorrowfully at the grave. 

In the shadow of the pine 
trees overlooking Mr. 
Rabin’s final resting place, 
some young people were 
reading psalms to the glory of 


“the hero of peace" led by a 
rabbi. 

“We came to pay homage 
to a great man of Israel, but 
how do we express our out- 
rage when a Jew kills another 
Jew?" said Avraham, 21. 

Some of the notes were 
carefully penned, others 
hastily scribbled on pieces 
of paper tom out of school 
books. All expressed sorrow, 
but some voiced hope. 

"Israel is in pain," "Love, 
admiration and sorrow" or 
even just a simple "thank 
you, sorry," 

“Love will overcome,” 
said one in a child’s scribble. 

“All the Jews have to look 
into their hearts and expel 
violence from it,” said 
another. 

U.S. Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy on Monday placed on 
Mr. Rabin’s coffin earth 
taken from the grave of his 
brother John, the former 
U.S. president assassinated 
in November 1963. 

One old man standing 
alone away from the crows 
said: “It was good what Ken- 

(Continned on page 7) 
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Rabat: No Sahara 


referendum if new 


conditions are set 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan 
of Morocco said on Monday 
he would pull out of a U.N. 
referendum in the disputed 
Western Sahara and hold on 
to the territory “until king- 
dom come’* if conditions of 
the peace process were not 
upheld to the letter. 

' "We adhere to the peace 
plan and nothing but the 
peace plan and if that plan is 
not respected then we do not 
want a referendum." the 
king said in a television and 
radio broadcast. 

"We are committed to the 
peace process that was 
adopted by the U.N. Security 
Council... if there is any 
attempt to skip over some of 
the conditions stipulated in 
the peace process, then there 
will be no referendum," he 
said. 

“We want our adversaries 
to know that we want the 
referendum as it was set up 
by the United Nations. If it is 
not respected to the letter 
then let everyone stay where 
they are until kingdom come. 
We are in our desert... some 
of us are drinking water, 
some of us tea or fruit juice, 
living within the law in peace 
and tranquility and respect 
for human rights." 

The king spoke on the 20th 
anniversary of the "green 


inarch,” when he led 350,000 
Moroccan men and women 
waving flags and copies of the 
Koran to the former Spanish 
colony to lay Morocco’s sym- 
bolic claim to the territory. 

Within days, Spain handed 
administration of the terri- 
tory to Morocco and Mauri- 
tania. 

The final status of the 
Western Shabara is to be 
decided in a much-delayed 
U.N. referendum under 
terms agreed after a 1991 
ceasefire which ended nearly 
20 years of fighting between 
Moroccan troops and the 
Algerian-backed Folisario 
Front. 

The king’s remarks 
appeared a response to new 
proposals by the U.N. 
secretary -general on proce- 
dures to vet 100,000 people 
on a list of voters presented 
by Morocco. 

The United Nations Mis- 
sion for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara (MINUR- 
SO) has been compiling a 
voter list on the basis of a 
1974 Spanish census and the 
Moroccan list falls outside 
that category. 

The Moroccan government 
was angered that the new 
U.N. proposals suggested us- 
ing Spanish document as 
proof of eligibility rather than 


the laborious process of in- 
terviews before a panel that 
requires "sheikhs’* or elders 
from both sides to be present. 

Voter registration was 
halted on Friday after a Poli- 
sario delegation refused to go 
through metal detectors in- 
stalled by the Moroccans at 
Laayoun airport saying this 
violated their diplomatic im- 
munity, a U.N. source said. 

The referendum, which 
would decide whether the 
territory is united with 
Morocco or becomes inde- 


pendent as sought by the 
Polisario, was delayed repe- 


Polisario, was delayed repe- 
atedly because of arguments 
on who is eligible to vote. 

The Polisario has accused 
Morocco of padding the voter 
list to guarantee a vote in its 
favour. 

King Hassan was sche- 
duled to head anniversary 
celebrations in the Saharan 
capital Laayoun but he was 
unable to make the con- 
troversial trip because of ill 
health. 


The 66-year-old king, who 
was taken to hospital with 
pneumonia two weeks ago 
while in New York, said cir- 
cumstances had robbed him 
of a chance to revisit Western 
Sahara but that he still hoped 
to go soon. 


Kuwait government assails 
probe into Iraqi invasion 


KUWAIT (R) — The 
Kuwaiti government on 
Tuesday dismissed as one- 
sided a report by the par- 
liamentary opposition blam- 
ing ministers for the emirate’s 
rapid fall to Iraqi invasion 
forces in 1990. 

It said the probe by an 
assembly committee, one. of 
the opposition-dominated 


parliament’s sharpest jabs at 
’.he government led by the 


put behind us." 

The 50-seat parliament is 
due to debate the inquiry into 
the government's handling of 
the crisis. 

Its findings issued in Au- 
gust accuse ministers of big 
mistakes in handling relations 
with Iraq in the weeks before 
the invasion and of being 
■ ill-prepared to defend the 
country. 


ruling Sabah family, had pro- 
vided no evidence* for its cri- 
ticisms and ignored govern- 
ment achievements. 

Deputies defended the re- 
port as balanced and lenient. 

"The committee judged 
the situation based on what, 
was — in the end — a sur- 
prise to everybody, and not 
on what it recorded in its 


Some deputies want to use' 


the issue to put the govern- 
ment on the defensive before. 


report as facts." said a gov- 
ernment statement published 


emment statement published 
in Al Watan. A1 Qabas and 
Al Anba newspapers. 

"The report said it was not 
convinced with explanations 
provided by some senior offi- 
cials — but it did not provide 
any reference or confidential 
source or specialised author- 
ity supporting its ‘correct’ vi- 
sion." the government said. 

Iraq invaded in August 
1990 after months of disputes 
with Kuwait about oil. finan- 
cial aid and the border. A 
U.S.-led multinational force 
liberated the country in 
February 1991. 

Ahmad Baqer. chairman 
of the inquiry, told reporters 
the committee had followed 
its mandate scrupulously, had 
provided plenty of evi'dence 
of failings while also being 
constructive. 

“Our report is very lenient. 
It’s not tough. We didn’t ask 
for anyone's removal or to 
send any one to court.” he 
said. 

Inquiry member and 
opposition Deputy Abdullah 
Nibari said: *'l don't think the 
committee overstepped it's 
mandate ... the government 
would like to see this evenr 


ment on the defensive before. 
October 1996 parliamentary 
elections. One Islamist has 
called for leading ministers to 
accept responsibility for their 
alleged mistakes and resign. 

The government said the 
committee had exceeded its 
mandate, which was to col- 
lect facts on which to base 
future improvements in gov- 
ernment decision-making and 
crisis management. 


issue of Kuwaitis reported 
missing during Iraq's seven 
month occupation of Kuwait 
would take a great deal of 
time. 

"Experience shows that 
search for the missing takes 
time longer than expected." 
the ICRC office in Baghdad 
said. 

While Kuwait and Iraq 
bicker over the issue, which 
the U.S. and allies link to 
trade sanctions imposed on 
Iraq after it invaded Kuwait, 
the ICRC urged patience and 
said steps for confidence 
building were essential to 
solve "this humanitarian 


Instead it had selected facts 
to support its preferred con- 
clusion. It had ignored the 
government's role in creating 
an international consensus 
that had helped bring about 
critical U.N. Security Council 
resolutions requiring Iraq’s 
withdrawal. 


The government has al- 
ways strongly denied it was at 
fault in the crisis tharted up 
to the invasion. It says that 
Kuwait was simply betrayed 
by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 


The report's criticism that 
Kuwait was wrong to discard 
a military option was illogic- 
al, the government said. 
Military confrontation be- 
tween Kuwait and Iraq would 
have been "catastrophic" 
since Iraq's army greatly out- 
numbered Kuwait's. 


‘Missing Kuwaitis* 


The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
said on Tuesday solving the 



Rifkind 

visits 

S.Arabia 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind began a 
visit to Saudi Arabia onTues- 
day aiming to ease concents' 
here over the activities of 


opposition groups in Londpg,. 

The official Saudi Pre« 
Agency (SPA) said Mr. Rif. 
kind was welcomed by'fts' 
Saudi counterpart Prince 
Saud Al Faisal in the Red Sea 
city of Jeddah afteT attending 
the funeral in Jerusalem for 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. 


CROWN PRINCE MEETS PERES: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan with acting Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres in West Jerusalem on Tuesday when the Crown Prince was there to convey 
condolences to Israel and the family of the late Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (see page one) 
(Photo by Boghos) 


66 freed 
in Turkey 
after law 


is changed 


Jews urge worldwide 
ban against hate talk 


Mr. Rifkind was to hand 
over a message to King Fahd 

from Prime Minister John 

Major, although its contents 
were not disclosed- 
Britain's Ambassador 
■David Goor-Booth said foge 
that London was “detejs 
mined to avoid small obd£ 
cles” in its ties with Sort!? 
Arabia, referring to the ex8d 
in Britain of Saudi opposition 
leader Mohammad Massaih. 


issue. 

Kuwait and allies want Iraq 
to account for more than 6(H) 
Kuwaiti and other nationals 
who disappeared during the 
occupation. 

"Both sides need to talk to 
each other, exchange in- 
formation and gather largest 
data possible on missing indi- 
viduals." it said. 

"For some cases, there is 
strong evidence, ample de- 
tails. Others need more in- 
formation." it said. 

The two neighbouring foes 
have been holding regular 
meetings on their borders in a 
bid to solve the problem and 
last such gathering took place 
late last month. 

The mere fact that these 
meetings take place by itself 
is a good sign." the ICRC 
added. 

Of all the cases, only one 
woman has so far been found 
alive in Iraq. "She is among 
the lisr but has decided to 
stay in Iraq as she got mar- 
ried to an Iraqi and started a 
new life here." the ICRC 
said. 

It said Kuwait had also 
withdrawn five cases of the 
611 it originally supplied. 

It said Iraq had sent hack 
remains of one Kuwaiti 
whose name Baghdad said 
was on the list. The Kuwaitis 
are conducting DNA tests to 
confirm his identity. 


ANKARA (AFP) — Sixty- 
six people jailed for spread- 
ing separatist propaganda 
have been released since par- 
liament amended a con- 
troversial anti-terrorism law, 
the Turkish foreign ministry 
said Tuesday. 

Amendments approved 
Oct. 27 reduce prison sent- 
ences for those found guilty 
of conducting separatist Kur- 
dish propaganda, and alow 
state security court judges to 
suspend sentences or convert 
them to fines. 

A ministry spokesman said 
the release of prisoners 
"proves that the amendment 
to article 8 (the anti-terrorism 
law) is not purely cosmetic." 
Human rights critics however 
charge the amendments do 
not go far enough. 

Under the changes voted 
by parliament “separatist 
propaganda" remains a crime 
against the state but cuts the 
maximum jail term from five 
to three years. 

The Turkish parliament 
accepted the changes as part 
of democratic reforms Ank- 
ara hopes will pave the way 
for Turkey's planned customs 
union with the European Un- 
ion, which has yet to be 
ratified by the European Par- 
liament. 

Euro-MPs have linked 
progress in democratic re- 
forms with Turkey's entry 
into the customs union 
which, ff realised, would pro- 
vide Turkey with privileged 
ties to the EU. 


NEW YORK (R) — From 
Brooklyn synagogues to West 
Bank settlements, Jews sear- 
ched their souls on Monday, 
asking whether the rhetoric 
of hate that has accompanied 
every step of the peace pro- 
cess led to the murder of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

For months, Jews in the 
United States, Israel and 
elsewhere have been indiscri- 
minately coupling criticism of 
the peace process with savage 
attacks on the Israeli leader, 
calling him a murderer, a 
traitor and even a Jewish 
Hitler. 

Now with his assassination, 
the “people of foe Book" are 
worrying deeply about foe 
effects of their words. 

In a mass soul-searching,' 
many Jewish leaders, regard- 
less of political persuasion, 
are calling for the ugly rhe- 
toric to stop and for people 
on both sides of foe ideolo- 
gical divide to recognise the 
sincerity of their opponents. 

They charge foal the ugly 
words accompaning Mr. 
Rabin’s peace efforts created 
a dimate of bate that paved 
the way for a Jew to kill the 
only Israeli prime minister 
born in Jerusalem. 

And they wonder what 
happens next if the rhetoric 
goes unchecked. More kill- 
ings? An end to the peace 
process? Civil war among 
Jews? 

In a search for people to 
blame for rhetorical excesses, 
many U.S. Jews pointed at a 
prominent 72-year-old 
orthodox rabbi in Brooklyn 


•who last June gave a religious 
justification for murdering 
Mr. Rabin — an argument be 
recanted in a letter of apolo- 
gy just days before the Israeli 
leader’s murder. 

In remarks widely reported 
in the Jewish press. Rabbi 
Abraham Hecht cited a reli- 
gious law that allows a person 
to be killed who “willfully, 
consciously (or) intentionally 
hands over human bodies or 
human property to an alien 
people." Rabbi Hecbt 
quoted the revered mediaev- 
al Jewish scholar Maimonides 
as saying of such a person, “if 
a man kills him, he has done 
a good deed.” 

Rabbi Hecht, who was not 
available for comment on 
Monday, had already apolo- 
gised for his comments, 
saying in a letter to Mr. 
Rabin late last month: “I 
wish to repudiate any words 
and actions of anger and 
which have caused hurt.” 

Many Jewish leaders said 
the killing showed that foe 
•‘verbal” violence that has 
accompanied Mr. Rabin’s 
peace efforts had dearly got- 
ten out of hand. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Elie Wiese! told Reuters on 
Saturday: "What worries me 
is the hatred. We knew there 
was a great debate between 
those who wanted peace and 
those who did not. And now 
you see the results — foe face 
of hatred and the ‘ face of 
hatred is death." 

Mr. Wiesel is a prominent 
supporter of Mr. Rabin’s 
peace efforts. But his senti- 
ments were echoed even by 


those who strongly opposed 
Mr. Rabin’s course. 

“A word is a word, a deed 
is a deed. But words lead to 
deeds. Every time T heard, 
someone cry out that Rabin 
was a ‘traitor’ at a rally, I felt 
I had to get op and denounce 
that incendiary language,” 
said New York Rabbi Avi 
Weiss, who has led protests 
against Israel’s making peace 
with Yasser Arafat and foe 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) around the 
world. 

Mr. Weiss said in 1994 
when police in Oslo, Norway, 
were about to arrest him at a 
demonstration, he asked 
them to wait while he tried to 
stop someone from burning 
an effigy of Mr. Rabin. 

On Sunday, Mr. Weiss led 
a memorial service in tribute 
to Mr. Rabin attended by 400 
people and his voice broke 
when he started to say a 
prayer that began, "May God 
remember the soul of tEe 
prime minister of Israel.” 

“It was like saying foe 
State of Israel had been shot. 
I can’t sleep because all I can 
think is that we have stooped 
to this IcveL We have to 
replace the hatred with love, 
otherwise we can’t live. The 
level of rhetoric is unaccept- 
able on both sides. The right 
has to stop screaming that 
Rabin is a traitor and foe left 
has got to stop accusing the 
right of being at one with (the 
militant Muslim group) 
Hamas. The true test of love 
is to show respect to the 
people with whom you dis- 
agree.” 


Mr. Rifkind will “explain 
to Saudi officials that . this 
person is not desired. Britain 
doesn’t give him any import- 
ance but it has to deal with 
him in accordance with Brit- 
ish law,” Mr. GoocdRomh 
said before foe visfefiV^ 
Mr. Massari beads a^royp 
of university profess^.md: 
Islamic fundamentalist 
preachers called the Conm^f 
tee for the Defence of Legit* 
mate Rights, which was bah: 
ned in Saudi Arabia after 1 # 
was founded in 1993. 


He later received political 
asylum in London. 

The ambassadors of 15 
Arab countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, in May issaed 
a protest to Mr. Major abort 


a policy which they deemed 
too soft on Arab opposition 


too sol 
groups, 


Mr. Rifkind last week 
warned fundamentalists liv- 
ing in Britairf. against taking 
part in violent acts. 


Mr. Goor-Booth also said 1 
Britain “hoped to sell unfit- 
aiy equipment to Saudi An- 
bia and was going fo demons- 
trate its Challenger tank next 
summer on Saudi terrain.-" 

• Also competing foi^foe . 
Saudi tank contract are ? Lec- j 
lerc of France and Abrams of J 
thie United States. 


In 1995, Saudi Arabia 
signed an agreement to 
purchase more than £10 bil- 
lion ($15 billion) worth of 
arms from Britain. In 1993. it 
ordered from Britain 48 Tor- 
nado fighter planes nod other 


military equipment worth £4' 
billion ($6 billion).... 

Mr. Gore-Booth, the 
ambassador, said Mr. Rif- 
kind would like to explain to 
Saudi officials that foe single 
issue of the Saudi dissident 
should not be allowed to 
damage relations. 


Abuse against women, children increases in Sudan 


By Evelyn Leopold 

Reuter 


UNITED NATIONS — 
Slavery, abductions, torture 
and rape, mainly by govern- 
ment security forces, have 
increased in Sudan despite 
international protests, 
according to a U.N. report 
released on Monday. 

Gaspar Biro, the U.N, 
special rapporteur for hu- 
man rights for Sudan, said 
there had been an alarming 
increase in the number of 
reports and information 
from a variety of sources on 
cases of "slavery, servitude 
and forced labour.” 

“Some of the boys 
abducted from southern 


Sudan, as well as those 
rounded up from the streets 
of northern towns, are used 
as servants, while the girts 
become concubines or 
wives, mainly of soldiers,” 
he said. 

Children, usually black 
Africans, whether in the 
south or the north, are 
often, are often rounded up 
and then distributed to 
wealthy Sudanese as work- 
ers or servants, sometimes 
after they are sent to Isla- 
mic education groups. 

Media ne, food and do- 


total disregard by the. gov- 
ernment or foe call upon it 


thing are used to force peo- 
ple to convert to Islam from 


pie to convert to Islam from 
Christianity or other reli- 
gions, according to the re- 
port. 

“The inactivity and the 


by the competent U.N. 
organs during the past two 
years cannot but lead to foe 
condusion that the practice 
of the sale of and traffic in 
children meets with foe 
tacit approval of the gov- 
ernment of Sudan," Mr. 
Biro said. 

His report, compiled 
from interviews in neigh- 
bouring countries, covers 
foe first eight months of 
19 95 and is among the 
harshest ever. He has been 
denied entry to Sudan. 

Such reports, which 
embarrass governments 
publicly, often have an im- 
pact on international aid 
and credits. 


Sudan, which strongly 
criticised western values at 
September’s U.N. 
Women's Conference in 
Beijing, was also accused of 
abusing and violating the 
rights of women on a persis- 
tent basis. 

Unlimited powers are 
granted to police forces and 
“people’s committees" to 
preserve the “moral health 
of foe society,” the report 
said. 

Other examples indude: 

— In foe town of Lobo- 
nok, the local population 
was forced to convert to 
Islam. Those who refused 
were killed and one 12- 
year-old giri was raped by 
12 soldiers in uniform. 

— Prison conditions are 


appalling and many women 
are malnourished, 01 and 
sometimes raped. 


— In August, a number 
of offices and homes at 
businessmen were raided 
and their fax machines con- 
fiscated because they (fid 
not have government per- 
mission to use them. 


— Five Khartoum Ura- 
versity student demonstra- 
tors were killed by security 
forces in September who 
opened fire on them. Inter- 
national appeals were fruit- 
less. 

— Journalists, local and 
foreign, are harassed, 
arrested or forced into exile 
for anti-government r& 
ports. . 
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Princes* Hays Hospital .. ..{(J.WMIII 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This informatntn is supplied hr 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at rhe Queen Alin In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (0K)S.121HI. 
3. where it should ulwon he veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Aqaba (RJ) 

«U5 Jeddah (RJ) 


2*5 Zi'imafRj) 

08:55 Dubai. Abu Dhahi (RJ) 

0*00 Damascs(RJ) 

13-J0 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

*** Istanbul (RJ) 

16:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

M^ 5 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

J5i“ Rome (Rl) 

S5 Romc(RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

OfcW Cairo (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal^) 

■*!“ Cairo (MS) 

I® 1 *® Jeddah (SV) 

12:15... Karachi. Ahu Dhabi (PK I 

SS Amsterdam (KL) 

London (BA) 

ppjumn ug 

Royti Jordsnisn (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

Ifcis Amsterdam ! ( RJ ] 

IMS Berlin. London (RJ) 

**** Rumc(RJ) 

iiS Tunis. C»abtanca (RJ) 

22 Colombo (RJ) 

”■.-■■■■ Beirut (RJ) 

2=05 Riyadh. Dharhan(Rj) 

“i* 5 Aqaha(RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

iff? Cairo (RJ) 

Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


Athens (OA) 

hijaz railway 

TRAIN 


D«p. Annn ... ftflOa.M. ciery 
Air. Daasascuf 5:00 p.m. cvety 
Oep. Dnam 7:30a.m. cwoy 
6rr. Auwua — 5:00 p.m. every 


market 


Vppcr/lower price in fib 


Other night* (Terminal 2) 


•7:45 ... 
W:15... 
10:44 ... 
12:06 ... 
L3t2S ... 
15:24 ... 
21:00 ... 
22*4... 
0*23 ... 


Beirut (ME) 

London (KJ) 

■Cairo (MS) 

Jeddah (SV) 
Abu Dhabi. Karachi jpjy 

Shariqah(AH) 

V Sanaa (| Y) 

Umaca(CY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mpluumrar) .. 

Cabbage .... 

Carrol ] 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) ~ 

Grapes 

Grape Fruit ..... 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) ... 

Marrow (small) 

Olives (green) J 

Onion (green) ^ 

Onion (dry) ^ 

Orange 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish 

Spinach 

Siring Beam 

Tangerine ...... 

Tonuuo 


. 330 / 2# 
... 150/90. 

.. 7SV600 
« 70DBOO 
- 2KW40 
.. 22BMO 

.... JW'ff 
.IWVJ2D 
r-SSWW 
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Home News 

Crown Prince praises performance 
of official media at MENA summit 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, November 8, 1995 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hassan Tuesday sent 
a message to Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Information Khaled Karaki 
expressing appreciation of 
the information services 1 
distinguished performance 
during die Middle Hast and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit held here 
late last month. 

“It is my pleasure to 
express my pride in the Jor- 
danian media and to voice 


mv deep thanks for your 
efforts in organising and 
executing information 
plans and arrangements and 
the excellent coverage of 
the event," said Prince Has- 
san . 

The excellent and objec- 
tive performance of the 
information and media ser- 
vices during the meetings 
reflected a positive image 
of the Kingdom, said 
Prince Hassan adding that 
these efforts were a source 
of pride which will be long 


remembered as evidence of 
Jordan’s potential to handle 
important events at the 
international level. 

The Crown . Prince 
requested that the minister 
convey his gratitude to all 
the information and media 
staff working for radio, 
television, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the Ministry 
of Information, the Press 
and Publication Depart- 
ment and the Jordanian 
press. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Tuesday is briefed by Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi on landscaping projects around the Prime Ministry (Petra photo) 

Sharif Zeid checks on landscaping 
projects at ministry grounds 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker -Tuesday - inspected 
work in progress on a statue 
Of HiS Majesty King Hu's*! 
sein being erected on tfi? 
grounds of the Prime Min- 
istry to made the King's 
60th birthday. 

The prime minister 
voiced the government's 
appreciation of the project 
which is being undertaken 
by the Amman Municipali- 
ty and the efforts exerted to 
finish the work in time for 
the Nov. 14 anniversary. 

When completed the 
brass statue will weigh nine 
tonnes and stand seven and 
a half metres tall by the 
Fourth Cirle. It will be 
supported by a four -metre 
high pedestal, according to 
the municipality. 

Earlier this year, the 
municipality worked on 
relandscaping the gardens 


around the Prime Ministry. 

The improvements to the 
( gardens, included the _con- 
i stniction of a spacious yard 
with water fountains that' 
• will surround the statue.. 

Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi accompanied 
the Prime Minister on his 
inspection tour. 

Dr. Abbadi has endorsed a 
programme of festivities 
which is to be carried out 
on Nov. U and include a 
procession starting from the 
Parliament house through 
King Hussein Street and 
ending at Hashemieh Plaza 
near the Roman Amphithe- 
atre. 

Municipality sources said 
that nearly 12,000 people in 
traditional Jordanian cos- 
tumes, 1,000 from each of 
the Kingdom's gover- 
nors tes, will take part in 
the parade,, in addition to 
4,000 - scouts and girl 


guides, 4,000 school chil- 
dren, 1.000 students from 
universities and coqjip^jqi-y, 
ty. .colleges and I^GO.irom 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Labour unions as well as 
500 fanners. 

The Jordanian Armed 
Forces, the security ser- 
vices and the Royal Jordan- 
ian Aimed Forces Brass 
Band will also inarch in the 
event. 

According to the munici- 
pality, four large traditional 
bedouin tents will be 
pitched up along the route. 

Meanwhile, the General 
Union of Voluntary Soci- 
eties(GUVS) announced 
Tuesday that as of Nov 13, 
GUVS teams will be visit- 
ing needy families, kinder- 
gartens, orphanages and 
senior citizens homes to 
distribute gifts. 



FILM 

* "Ceasar and Cleopatra, 
Council at 7:00pm- 


at the British 


LECTURE 

* “Jerusalem — Historical Facts and the 
Cheatings of the Present/' in Arabic, by 
Dr, Ali Qlaibo at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Akram Abdel Jaber at Instituto 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman. 


• "The Birth of Movies," at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 

“Works by Dodi Thba'a entitled "Varia- 
tions Graphiques 93-95" at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

•Protex 95 (Middle East Protection and 
Security Exhibition) and Building 95 (Mid- 
dle East Building Exhibition) at Amman 
International Fair, Marj A1 Hamam. (Tel. 
688141) 

* The Bani Hamida Women's Weaving Pro- 
ject presents "Winds of Change" its fall 
exhibition at the Jerusalem Insurance Com- 
pany in Shmeisani (TeL 658696) 


Sharif Zeid, visiting Bahraini minister 
review cooperation in energy fields 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Tuesday met with 
visiting Bahraini Minister 
of Electricity and Water 
Abdullah Jumna and said 
he was deeply satisfied 
with the progress in Bahrai- 
ni-Jordanian cooperation in 
economic and technical 
fields. 

Sharif Zeid added that 
Jordan is intent on bolster- 
ing its ties with the Arab 
countries in various fields 
and will exert all possible 
efforts to safeguard pan- 
Arab interests. 

After the meeting, attend- 
ed by Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
Samih Darwazeb and the 
Bahraini delegation. Me 
Jumaa said that his talks 
with the Prime Minister 
covered bilateral relations 
and cooperation in electric- 
ity. 

He also said be briefed 
Sharif Zeid on a tentative 
agreement which Bahrain 
reached with the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
on joint work in the fields 
of electricity and energy. 

Earlier Tuesday Mr. 
Jumaa and Mr. Darwazeh 
held official talks and 
decided to set up a follow 


up committee comprising 
three members from each 
country and to be chaired 
by JEA Director General 
Mohammad Saeed Arafeh . 

The two sides discussed a 
memorandum of under- 
standing on cooperation in 
water and electricity mat- 
ters which will be signed 
Thursday. 

Dr. Ahmad Hiyasai, direc- 
tor of the JEA’s 
International Services 
Department, outlined the 
two countries* cooperation 
in water and electricity 
which began in 1989. 

He said two technicians 
from the Bahraini Minis try 
of Water and Electricity are 
currently receiving training 
at the JEA’s training centre 
in the areas of maintenance 
of transformer stations 
within the framework of a 
programme financed by the 
Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency 
(J1CA) 

Following (he meeting 
with Mr. Darwazeh, Mr. 
Jumaa said that his visit to 
Jordan aims at familiarising 
himself with the JEA’s ser- 
vices and increasing coop- 
eration between the two 
countries in power genera- 
tion, maintenance and 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Tbesday meets with visiting Bahraini Mink , 
ter of Electricity and Water to review cooperation in energy fields (Petra photo) 


designing of electricity net- 
works. 

The memorandum, which 
the two sides plan to sign 
tomorrow, aims at opening 
the way for the exchange of 


expertise in all matters 
related to electricity and 
electric power manage- 
ment, according to a JEA 
statement. 

The memo entails 


exchanging visits by tech- 
nicians and contacting Arab 
and foreign financial insti- 
tutions to secure assistance 
for joint Jordanian-Bahraini 
projects. 


Italy to grant Jordan $1.2m in technical cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Planning Rima Khalaf 
and Italian Ambassador to 
Jordan Romualdo Bettini 
Tuesday signed a letter for 
the concession of grams 
from the Italian govern- 
ment for 1.95 billion Italian 
liras (approximately $1.2 
million), within the frame- 
work of the technical coop- 
eration agreement between 


Italy and Jordan, according 
to an Italian embassy state- 
ment 

These grants will be 
utilised for the Project for 
the Development of die 
Countryside of the Irbid 
region, the statement said. 

Such a project will be car- 
ried out by the Italian 
organisation “Ricerca e 
Cooperazione” and the 


Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF). 

The Italian project aims at 
improving the economic 
and social levels of the 
farmers and die families 
living in the areas of Tay- 
beh and Bani Kananeh. by 
creating jobs and improv- 
ing income levels, so as to 
diminish rural-urban migra- 
tion. 


Two training centres will 
be created for the prepara- 
tion of medium-size enter- 
prises and handicrafts, for 
which the Italian govern- 
ment will cover the expens- 
es, as well as the costs of 
the instruments and for the 
organisation of the training 
courses. 
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‘Peace, Oh Peace’ still to tour Israel, says Nabil Sawalha 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The continu- 
ance of the peace process in 
the’ immediate aftermath of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s assassina- 
tion is not only the cry of 
world leaders and politi- 
cians, but of artists too. 

Nabil and Hisham The- 
atre company, which was 
due to travel to Israel last 
Sunday, will begin its tour 
just a week later with 14 
performances scheduled 
over three weeks. 

“The tour is still on. We 
cannot delay it for too long. 
Peace and normalisation 
must push on. To delay (the 
tour) too much would also 
contribute to the slowing up 
of the whole process,” said 
Nabil Sawalha Tuesday. 

Theatre owners Nabil 
Sawalha and Hisham Yanis, 
famed for their first politi- 
cal satire “Welcome, New 
World Order” that was 
launched in 1991, original- 
ly considered taking a play 
to Israel at the end of last 
year. 

The show, “Peace, Oh 
Peace,” is to be performed 
in Arabic in 10 Arab cities 
and twice in Arabic and 
twice in English in Tel 
Aviv. 

Originally, a reception 


was to be held last Monday. 
Among the guest list was 
the late Mr. Rabin. 

The Israeli authorities 
confirmed yesterday that 
the tour could start next 
Sunday and would include 
a meeting with Mr. Rabin’s 
wife, Leah. 

The title of the play 
“Peace, Oh Peace” is to be 
suffixed by “In memory of 
the peace makers ” 

Despite Mr Rabin's 
assassination on Saturday 
night, Mr. Sawalha said that 
the play's content would 
not be changed. 

“We will not be taking 
anything out of the play. It 
. talks a lot about the stupid- 
ity of man, from which 
Rabin died,” he said. “To 
remove references to Rabin 
would be an insult.” 

The play opens with 
Cain’s killing of Abel and 
includes the visit of the late 
Anwar Sadat to Jerusalem, 
the peace talks in Madrid, 
the Oslo agreement, and 
skits portraying His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
Palestine National Authori- 
ty (PNA) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat as well as Mr. Rabin, 
added Mr. Sawalha. 

Referring to the compa- 
ny’s specialisation in politi- 
cal satire, Mr! Sawalha stat- 
ed that the company held 
no personal vendettas and 


was neither standing in one 
camp nor another. 

“We are copiers of life, all 
aspects of life. We put pic- 
tures in front of people. It’s 
a good example of democ- 
racy,” he said. 

Earlier this year, Mr. 
Yanis, who co-writes the 
scripts and performs along- 
side Mr, Sawalha, received 
a letter from the Jordanian 
Writers’ Association, in 
which he is a member. 

The union, which is 
opposed to the normalisa- 
tion of relations with Israel, 
wrote to Mr. Yanis regard- 
ing the company’s pro- 
posed visit to the Jewish 
state and his appearance on 
Israel Television. 

According to Mr. Sawal- 
ha, the letter questioned 
whether Mr Yanis would 
perform in Israel and 
warned that if be did, his 
membership would be 
withdrawn. 

Mr Yanis responded to 
tire association saying that 
he would be performing 
there. 

No further exchange has 
taken place, said Mr 
Sawalha. 

“We really believe there 
is no alternative to peace. 
We believe, like Yasser 
Arafat, that you can only 
get your rights from direct 
contact,” Mr. Sawalha told 


the Jordan limes. 

Mr Sawalha also believes 
that the majority of people 
are not perturbed by the 
actors’ appearances on 
Israel Television or their 
performances in Israel. 

“Every time we have been 
on Israeli television, more 
people have come to our 
theatre. Audiences notice- 
ably increased.” 

Mr. Sawalha also said that 
by drawing closer to Israel, 
“the poison that has ruled 
our relationship," maybe 
drained away. 

Nabil and Hisham The- 
atre Company also hopes 
that during their upcoming 
tour they will have an 
opportunity to perform in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

“We hope to do six shows 
in the West Bank, in 
Jerusalem and Ramallah. . . 
The initial enthusiasm for 
us to perform there came 
from the PNA Ministry of 
Culture, and there are other 
individuals who are excited 
and want us to perform the 
play there,” Mr. Sawalha 
said. 

He added that the compa- 
ny was awaiting a decision 
from the PNA as to whether 
it would be able to perform 
in the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 


50 businessmen 
head for talks 
in Cairo 


CAIRO (Petra ) — A team 
of 5Q, businessmen from 
Jordan Wednesday will 
open a meeting with tire 
Egyptian business commu- 
nity in Cairo on prospects 
for launching new joint 
ventures in industry, land 
reclamation and food pro- 
duction, according to 
Ghazi Batarseh head of the 
Jordanian Commerical 
Centre here. 

Mr. Batarseh said the 
Egyptian business commu- 
nity, which will be repre- 
sented by a 70-member 
team, will discuss with its 
Jordanian counterparts 
increasing trade exchanges 
which currently * total 
around $200 milli on annu- 
ally, equally divided 
between the two sides . 

He said the meeting is the 
first of the Jordanian- 
Egyptian Business Council 
to be held after the conven- 
ing of the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit held in 
Amman late last month. 

The Jordanian delegation 
led by Jordanian Business- 
men’s Association (JBA) 
C hair man Ha mdi Tabba’a 
arrived in Cairo Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The Egyptian side will be 
led by Saeed Taweel, head 
of the Egyptian Business- 
men’s Association. 

Before his departure from 
Amman, Mr. Tabba’a said 
that the meeting will be the 
sixth by tbe joint business 
council and will last sever- 
al days. 

The two teams, he said, 
will submit working papers 
dealing with Jordanian- 
Egyptian economic rela- 
tions. * 

Tbe joint business coun- 
cil, which was created in 
1985, he added, last met in 
Amman in April, 1993. 
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IN WINTER B THE PLACE TO BE 
JOIN OVR MUSIC FESTIVAL 




SATURDAY 


upitA 

'vptdmmco wMsiiZ 
A free Mexican 
Olmeca Tequila as 
. . yon^nter. 


I SUNDAY I 

I MONDAY K 

I TUESDAY I 

1 WEDNESDAY I 

| THURSDAY i 

f' 

tpitw Amp 
whh grearclassics . - 
2 Chivas for 
price of 1 . 

7 KATAikl 
new songsliosted - 
— by 
Kasim Sabongy^ 

t tfair-tjpyfssy 

WMitC. 
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Seagram's GnSrinEs’' 
fori JD. - 

■fatssim. 

- .isbadrferhis- • 
musicJovers . 

foonembers 
their guests only". 

• Bent forget your VLPcanL 




For Business people^o^dlscofllit betufeen^io & 8:00pm 
Sponwredhy Union Marketing t^oup. SoleAgents ofSeagram's produ< 


FRIDAY 


with Moe on the piano 

Hist Absolut Vodka 
drink on the house . 


For Reseroatioos Ftasei talfTeL 668T40 - 689671/2 











4 World News 


Tordan Times, Wednesday, November 8, 1995 



Sri Lanka suspends top 


official in Jaffna region 


COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
Lankan government, 
preparing to send relief to 
Tamil refugees fleeing the 
J affn a war, suspended its 
top admini strator for the 
region Tuesday, accusing 
him of giving misleading 
reports of the situation. 

Industries Minister C.V. 
Gooneratne told parliament 
that K. Ponnambalam was 
suspended for giving the 
government false reports on 
the refugees and food short- 
ages in the northern Jaffna 
peninsula where troops are 
battling Tamil rebels. 

In recent weeks, Mr. 
Ponnambalam has repeated- 
ly reported food shortages 
among the refugees fleeing 
the fighting as well as citing 
civilian casualties caused by 
shelling and air attacks. 


Mr. Ponnambalam, cur- 
rently in Colombo to organ- 
ise food supplies to the 
north, was not immediately 
available for comment 
President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga told a news 
conference earlier this year 
that Mr. Ponnambalam was 
a virtual hostage of the 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) when wak- 
ing in the rebel-held areas 
of the peninsula 
Last week Mr. 
Ponnambalam said some 
400.000 Tamils had fled 
their homes to avoid the 
fighting. 

Western relief agencies 
have also put the refugee 
figure at between 300.000 
and 400,000. 

But Foreign Minister 
T ^kshman FCadirgamar 


Monday put the number of 
people displaced at around 
100,000. 

He said the government 
was doing all it could to 
help the refugees, said by 
aid agencies to be facing 
starvation and disease. 

The rebels have begun 
recruiting school children 
from new refugee camps to 
fill their ranks after heavy 
losses in recent clashes with 
government troops, aid 
workers and residents in 
rebel-held areas said 
Tuesday. 

Government troops have 
reached the outskirts of 
Jaffna town after a two- 
week long pus h, fi ercely 
resisted by the LTTE seek- 
ing a homeland for minority 
Tamils in the north and east 

The military estimates 


some 1,000 rebels have 
been killed in the fighting 
and puts its own losses at 
221 killed and 536 wound- 
ed. More than 50,000 peo- 
ple have died in the 12-year 
war. 

The rebels have all but 
abandoned the town from 
where they ran a virtual 
mini-state in Sri Lanka's 
north. 

The military says it is in 
no rush to enter the town, 
believed to be heavily laced 
with mines and booby- 
traps. 

A military source said 
heavy rain was hindering 
the army’s advance. 

A Western diplomatic 
source said any push on 
Jaffna town, if it comes, 
could be as many as 10 days 
to two weeks away. 


Azerbaijani authorities arrest 


man for trying to kill president 


BAKU (AP) — Azerbaijani 
authorities Monday 

announced the arrest of a 
former police commander 
suspected of plotting to kill 
President Geidar Aliev. 

Faig Bakhsbaliev, who 
headed an elite police unit 
is die Agdam region, 
planned to down Mr. 
Aliev's plane with the help 
ef a guieted Strda-3 rocket. 

maA Interior Minister Ramil 

Usubov. 

Me. Bakhsbaliev has been 
on the wanted fist since his 
mvotvesteot i b the failed 
coop by special police 
forces is the Azerbaijani 
capital Baku last March, 
and was arrested three days 
Me Usubov said. 

% has been charged with 
state treason. which carries 
a maximum death penalty. 


According to Mr. Usubov, 
Mr. Bakhsbaliev went into 
hiding in a country home of 
Azerbaijan's Labour Party 
leader, Mamedali Aliev, 
where he also met with for- 
mer top Defeoce Ministry 
officials. 

The group worked out a 
plan to eliminate Mr. Aliev 
during the president's return 
from a trip abroad. Mr. 
B akhshali ev was given the 
rocket launcher and taught 
how to use it. but the plan 
failed because Me Aliev's 
plane returned along a 
changed course, said Mr. 
Usubov. 

Mr. Usubov did not reveal 
when or where the assassi- 
nation was supposed to take 
place. He said Mamedali 
Aliev is presendy on the 
run. 


The minister identified the 
alleged plotters as followers 
of President Ayaz 
Mu tali bo v, who was ousted 
by nationalists in 1992 and 
since reportedly has lived in 
Moscow. 

The nationalist leader, 
Abulfaz Elcibey, was in 
turn deposed by Mr. Aliev 
— Azerbaijan’s former 
Communist boss — in 
1993. 

In recent months. 
Azerbaijani authorities have 
launched a crackdown on 
suspected militants loyal to 
Mr. Mutalibov. 

There has also been a gen- 
eral crackdown on the 
opposition ahead of the 
Nov. 12 legislative elections 
in the oil-rich former Soviet 
republic on the Caspian 
Sea. • 


Police waited before coming 


to aid of Canadian premier 


OTttfSKA 01) — Police 
Ito Minister 
Ottawa took six or 
BOB HtfUHBW id respond 
after bis wife reported a 
had 

tnaten info fork official 
Bsistencs, senior police 
Officials ^4 

Royal Camrita* Mounted 
PBfise (RCMP) 

Ca mnnsa ana r Ftd Murray 
said ths Memories had 
huiwhnl a probe into how 
security at foe 24 Sauex 
Strive residence could hove 
bam so grossly violated and 
tew this could be p re vente d 
in Aldus. 

"Quits clearly tte fact this 
jcridont occurred is com- 
ptettfly nnaongrtaMe .** Mr. 
Mttrcay told a news confcr- 

aqea. “Qur oper a tion*] pro- 
codures— require an imme- 
diate response. 

"We’re going to get to the 
bott om of it and determine 
wby there were shortcom- 
ings in security and most 
importantly to make sore 
this kind of inddeot doesn't 


recur in the fixture.” 

Coming eariy cm Sunday 
m o rnin g just 12 hours after 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin was assassi- 
nated, the incident shocked 
Canadians, wad federal 
Solicitor-Genera] Herb 
Gray said he expected a 
thorough report within a 
week or two. 

"There have already been 
en ha ncements of security 
measures at 24 Sussex in 


light of the incident," Mr. 
Gray told reporters, adding 
that this was the first inci- 
dent of its kind. 

A 34-year-old conve- 
nience store worker. Andre 
Dallaire, was charged in an 
Ottawa courtroom Monday 
with attempted murder of 
die prime minister among 
other charges. 

Dressed in jeans and a 
blue jacket, the quiet, 
bespectacled man was 
ordered for psychiatric tests 
at the Royal Ottawa 
-Hospital. He made no com- 
ment. 

Mr. Dallaire is from the 
French-speaking province 
of Quebec, where a sover- 
eignty referendum failed 
last week, but police 
refused to speculate on 
whether he had political 
motives. 

The break-in highlighted a 
string of security shortfalls. 

Mounties on guard first 
surrounded the house in an 
apparent attempt to stop the 
intruder’s escape before 
entering and arresting Me 
D allaire six or seven min- 
utes after Aline Chretien's 
call. The delay drew heavy 
fire from local media. 

Police, without giving 
details, also said the intrud- 
er was on the grounds of the 
official residence for at least 
44 minutes, most of that 
time undetected. He was 
able to break a glass door — 
the noise that seemed to 
have alerted Mrs. Chretien 


— apparently without trig- 
gering any alarms. 

The rear of the prime min- 
ister's home slopes steeply 
down to the Ottawa River, a 
possible route for the 
intruder. The front of the 
house has two booths 
guarding a short horseshoe 
driveway from Sussex 
Drive. 

When Mrs. Chretien came 
face-to-face with the man, 
who was armed with a jack- 
knife, she quickly slammed 
a door on him and locked it 
before he could enter. Me 
C hretien, who left Sunday 
for Mr. Rabin's funeral, 
praised her cool reaction. 

Officials said no officers 
had been suspended. A 
senior RCMP agent, uncon- 
nected with the prime min- 
ister's security, is making 
the inquiry. 

In the Montreal suburb of 
Longeoil. police SgL 
Normand Landry said Me 
D allaire had no criminal 
record. His family reported 
him missing and he was 
wanted for questioning 
regarding a small sum of 
money that was missing 
from the Couche-Tard con- 
venience store where he 
worked. 

“He was very withdrawn 
and not very communica- 
tive," said Couche-Tard 
manager Jean-Pierre 

Hodgson, adding that he 
never spoke of politics or 
displayed animosity 
towards Me Chretien. 


McNamara returns to face Vietnam 


HANOI (R) — Former U.S. 
Defence Secretary Robert 
McNamara returned to 
Viemam Tuesday two 
&ca&s after foe end of a 
war he helped shape and 
which be now admi ts was 
“terribly wrong”. 

As rains from typhoon 
Angela lashed Hanoi’s Noi 
Bai Airport a commercial 
airliner carrying Mr. 
McNamara touched down 
just a few hundred yards 
from foe patchwork of 
wartime tomb craters 
which still liners the final 
runway approach. 

Mr. McNamara, 79, a key 
strategist and architect of 


foe Vietnam War, did not 
speak to journalists as he 
left foe airport by limousine 
for Hanoi. 

However, as his car pulled 
up at a hotel he told 
reporters be had come to 
Vietnam to heal old 
wounds. “(I came here) to 
see if Vietnam and foe U.S. 
could draw lessons from 
what was a tragedy for both 
of us,” be said. 

Mr. McNamara's three- 
day visit to Hanoi, which 
formally begins Wednesday, 
will see him come face to 
face with a country which 
still bears many scars of the 
conflicL 


He refused Tuesday to 
disclose details of his agen- 
da. Vietnamese officials 
said earlier foe trip would 
be closed to media coverage 
because of “U.S. sensitivi- 
ties surrounding the visit”. 

But a Foreign Ministry 
representative said Mr. 
Mcnamara would meet 
senior officials including 
his former adversary. 
General Vo Nguyen Giap, 
foe chief strategist of 
Vietnam's victory. 

Me McNamara in April 
published his memoirs, 
admitting a degree of guilt 
for foe conflict. 


U.S. 


soldiers 


differ in 


Japan 


rape pleas 


NAHA, Japan (R) — One 
U.S. serviceman pleaded 
guilty and two others not 
guilty Tuesday to raping a 
local schoolgirl on the 
southern Japan island of 
Okinawa in a case that has 
raised questions about foe 
future of American military 
bases in Japan. 

The two who denied rape 
pleaded guilty, however, to 
assault and to abducting the 
12-year-old girl. 

Navy seaman Marcus D. 
Gill, 22, who prosecutors 
said was the ringleader of 
the group, was the only one 
of the three to plead guilty 
to all charges of rape, 
abduction and battery. 

Marine Private First 
Class Kendrick M. Ledet, 

20, and Marine Private 
First Class Rodrico Harp, 

21, pleaded not guilty to 
the rape charge, but they 
admitted assaulting foe girl 
and abducting ber on Sept 
4. 

The three were stationed 
at Camp Hanson Marine 
Base in central Okinawa. 

They went on trial in foe 
Okinawa District Court 
two months after they 
allegedly raped the school- 
girl. sparking a furore that 
has overshadowed a sum- 
mit between President Bill 
Gimon and Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama 
scheduled to be held in 
Tokyo on Nov. 20. 

A prosecution statement 
submitted to the three- 
judge court — Japan has no 
jury system — said Gill 
was the ringleader in the 
alleged attack and first sug- 
gested foe group find a vic- 
tim and rape her. 

During an ordeal lasting 
several hours, the girl was 
first abducted from a shop- 
ping street in foe village of 
Kin near foe prefecture] 
capital of Naha in the early 
evening and then bundled 
into a van. 

Tape was used to cover 
her mouth and eyes, and 
her hands and feet were 
bound. 

The van was then driven 
to an isolated beach sur- 
rounded by sugar cane 
where prosecutors said Gill 
and Harp raped foe girl. 
Ledet tried but was unable 


to manage penetration, 
they said. 

The statement said that 
during foe ordeal foe girl 
was punched in the face 
and body a number of 
times. 

After foe attack, foe girl 
was untied and allowed to 
flee. 

The statement said foe 
girl found her way home, 
where her family called the 
police. She was kept in 
hospital for two weeks. 

A statement submitted on 
the girl’s behalf by the 
prosecution said: “1 get 
scared whenever I see a 
foreigner on the streets 
now. I hope they will be 
kept in jail as long as they 
live.” 


Two Sri L a n kan police women search bags of Tamil travellers at a raflway station. AD 
travellers coming to or leaving Vavuniya are checked for hidden weapons (AFP 
photo) 


Republicans build — and burn - 
bridges to entertainment world 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Even as Republican moral- 
ists and candidates 
denounce smutty entertain- 
ment and greedy promoters, 
foe speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
and a first-year congress- 
man and one-time pop 
singer are quietly cultivat- 
ing Hollywood types by 
promising to help their bot- 
tom line. 

“The Republican Party 
and the industry have not 
had very good communica- 
tion with each other. Ever,” 
the freshman. Rep. Sonny 
Bono of California, said. 

Mr. Bono, entertainer 
Cher's partner in foe 1960s 
act Sonny and Cher, 
brought his disquiet about 
foe majority party's rela- 
tionship wifo foe entertain- 
ment industry to House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich 
early this year. The speaker 
responded by authorising 
an entertainment task force 
with Mr. Bono as its chair- 
man. Then he summoned 
industry executives to 
Capitol HUL 

Jack Valenti, president of 
the Motion Picture 
Association of America, has 
been around Washington 
since the administration of 
President Lyndon B. 
Johnson in foe 1960s. “This 
is foe first time a speaker of 
the House has ever asked 
me to ... bring in movie 
industry people to talk 
about how be can help 


them,” Mr. Valenti said. 

What Mr. Gingrich and 
Mr. Bono have recognised 
is that trade, technology and 
copyright issues transcend 
partisan ideology. Even lib- 
eral executives who con- 
tribute big money to 
Democrats try to maximise 
corporate profits. 

The two Republicans 
leading the outreach effort 
do not quite fit their party's 
staid, culturally conserva- 
tive mold. 

Mr. Bono is a product of 
Hollywood, Cher's long- 
haired hippie ex-husband 
and duet partner. Like Mr. 
Bono, Mr. Gingrich has 
been divorced. He’s also 
uneasy about a Democrat's 
plan to police pornography 
cm foe Internet 

A measure of the chasm 
between Republicans and 
foe entertainment industry 
is in campaign contribu- 
tions from the film, record- 
ing, TV and cable indus- 
tries.. 

In the 1993-94 election 
cycle, according to the 
good-government advocacy 
group Common Cause, 
industry donors of $20,000 
or more contributed $1.8 
million to Democratic com- 
mittees for party-building 
activities; Republican com- 
mittees got $181,000. 

Political developments 
this year haven't exactly 
complemented the Ging- 
rich-Bono bridge-building 
project. 


Senate Majority leader 
Bob Dole, the leading GOP 
presidential candidate, lam- 
basted foe industry last 
spring for ‘‘mainstreaming 
deviancy” in a cold quest 
for profits. At least four 
other presidential candi- 
dates joined a chorus of 
excoriation. 

Former Education Secre- 
tary William Bennett had a 
highly publicised show- 
down with Time Warner 
Inc. over “gangsta rap,” so- 
called “rap music” that 
attacks law officers, de- 
grades women and demeans 
sex. More recently he has 
taken on daytime television 
talk shows that trade in sex 
and coarseness. 

Mr. Bennett had Democ- 
ratic partners in both ven- 
tures. and President Bill 
Ginton years ago criticised 
violence and other aspects 
of popular culture. Still, 
Hollywood generally finds 
Democrats more compati- 
ble with its needs and world 
perspective. 

In a recent interview, Mr. 
Bono said he wishes promi- 
nent Republicans would 
call a ceasefire in the cul- 


ture war. 

“As a party we don't want 
to condemn (entertainment 
executives) and say you bet- 
ter straighten out your act,” 
Me Bono said. “We’d rather 
have them participate in 
solutions.” 


Haiti sets election for Dec. 17 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Ending months of 
uncertainty over the politi- 
cal ambitions of Resident 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
Haiti said Monday it will 
hold presidential elections 
on Dec. 17. 

Pierre Michel Sajous, 
president of foe Provisional 
Electoral Council, said foe 
council was slow to set a 
dale because it wanted first 
“to assure that everything is 
in place." 

Four of Haiti's five 
biggest political parties 
promised to boycott the bal- 
lot if it were organised by 
foe current council, which 
they accuse of rigging June 
legislative elections to 
favour Mr. Aristide's 
Laval as Platform Coalition- 
Only two candidates have 
said they will run. 

“What a hoax the council 
is doing a rush job, wifo foe 
obvious intention to put a 
Laval as candidate into foe 
president's office," said for- 
mer President Leslie 
Manigat, head of the 
National Progressive 
Democratic Rally. 

“There is no question of 
our participating in a phony 
election,” added former 
Sen. Tumeb Delpe. “The 
Electoral Council is not 
credible.” 


Mr. Delpe is a leader of 
the centre-left National 
Front for Change and 
Democracy that helped pro- 
pose Mr. Aristide for presi- 
dent in 1990. 

Mr. Aristide was elected 
to . a five-year terra and. 
under the constitution, can- 
not seek re-election until 
2000. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion, eager to see one elect- 
ed government transfer 
power to another for the 
first time in Haiti's history, 
had pressed Mr. Aristide for 
months to set an election 
date. 

Mr. Aristide, who enjoys 
overwhelming popular sup- 
port, repeatedly assured 
U.S. officials in private that 
he intended to step down on 
Feb. 7. foe date for inaugu- 
rating a new president. 

But be did little in public 
to silence popular demands 
for "three more years,” to 
make up for foe three years 
he spent in exile after the 
army overthrew him in 
1991. At least 4,000 civil- 
ians were killed by the mili- 
tary and its paramilitary 
allies before a U.S .-led 
multinational force restored 
Aristide to office in October 
1994. 

After decades of authori- 
tarian governments, many 


Haitians believe their popu- 
larly elected president is 
stepping down reluctantly 
and only because Haiti is 
dependent on foreign aid. 
Before foe army coup, 
Aristide was a harsh critic 
of U.S. imperialism. He 
toned down his rhetoric in 
exile. 

Some Haitian officials 
said they doubt there is 
eoough time to stage a cred- 
ible election. U .N. elections 
experts had said it would 
take at least three months to 
arrange once a date is set 

“How can correct elec- 
tions be held (even) in two 
months?” asked Sen. Jean- 
Robe rt Saba! at, a former 
president of the Electoral 
Council. “We don’t have foe 
structure in place. We don’t 
have foe tradition.” 

The international commu- 
nity is paying the $7.9 mil- 
lion election costs, includ- 
ing SI .3 million from the 
United States. 

The June 25 legislative 
elections were marred by 
voting irregularities. Tens 
of thousands of citizens 
were unable to cast ballots. 

Makeup elections in July 
and September were boy- 
cotted by all foe major par- 
ties except foe three-party 
Lavalas coalition. 


China denies Deng’s health deteriorating 


BEIJING (R) — China’s 
Foreign Ministry Tuesday 
described as groundless a 
report in a Hong Kong 
newspaper that foe health of 
paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping had deteriorated. 

The Hong Kong edition of 
foe Taiwan-backed newspa- 
per United Daily News said 
Mr. Deng was taken to hos- 
pital late last month wifo 
pneumonia but was now out 
of danger. 

The paper quoted uniden- 
tified sources as saying that 


if Mr. Deng’s health was 
well maintained, he should 
be able to live for another 
couple of years provided he 
got oo infections. 

The sources fold the paper 
that Mr. Deng did not have 
a clear mind, and although 
he could still recognise 
President Jiang Zemin and 
Premier Li Peng, his state of 
health did not allow him lq 
do adminstrative work. 

“Hong Kong often has 
some news which has no 
basis,” Chinese Foreign 


Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang told a news brief- 
ing when asked to comment 
on foe report. 

“All sorts of news is 
spread there to engage in 
speculation." Mr. Shen said. 
He did not elaborate on Mr. 
Deng’s health. 

Mr. Deng, 91, has retired 
from all official positions 
but remains influential. He 
has not been seen in public 
for more than a year. 


Foreign writers 
share French ; 
literature prize 


PARIS (AFP) — Two for. 
eign nationals writing fe 
French were jointly award- 
ed foe Prix Medids 1995, 
one of France’s top literary 
prizes, officials said. 
Russian Andrei Making 
and Greek Vassilis 
AJexakis- shared foe top 
prize for, respectively, Le 
Testament Francais (The 
French Testament) and La 
Langue MaterneUe 
(Mother Tongue). Malting 
38, has lived in France fer 
eight years. Alexakis, 50, 
has lived between Paris and 
Athens since 1968. 
Meanwhile the Medicis 
Foreign Prize went to 
Italian Alessandro Baricco 
for Les Chateaux De La 
Coiere (The Castles Of 
Anger). The Prix Femina 
1995, chosen by an all- 
women jury, was awazded 
to Emmanuel Carrere for 
her .novel La Gasse De 
Neige”-(The Snow Gass). 
Dutch writer Jeroen 
Browers woo foe Foreign 
Femina Prize for Rouge 
Decante (Red Decanted.) 



Men should be 
protected from 
rape — Swazi 
politicians 


MBABANE (AFP) — 
Male members of 
Swaziland's parliament 
have asked foe government 
to introduce a law protect- 
ing men and boys from' 
rape and sexual harassment 
by women, the South 
Africaa Press Agency 
(SAPA) repealed Monday. 
Deputy Robert Mtfoawah 
said in a proposal to Justice 
Minister Maweni Simelane 
that it is becoming com- 
mon for men and young 
boys to be seduced by- 
women. He said that feet 
that Swaziland’s rape laws 
protected only women, is 
discriminatory, .and, they 
should be amended to pro- 
tect both sexes, SAPA 
reported. In Swazi society, 
men who are seduced or 
raped by women are often 
“too shy or embarrassed to 
report it to foe police, or 
even to their own wives”, 
Mn Simelane said. 


3 elephants die 
while being moved 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Three elephants died after 
being shot wifo tranquilis- 
ing darts while in transit 
from one Kenya wildlife 
preserve to another, the 
Kenya Wildlife Service 
said Monday. The three 
were part of a family of six 
elephants being moved 
Sunday from a sanctuary in 
northwest Kenya to Tsavo 
National Park in the south- 
east, J.M. Kioko, a 
spokesman for the service, 
said. Mr. Kioko said 
wildlife service scientists, 
assisted by Zimbabwean 
specialist Clem Coelsee, 
noticed that the elephants 
were under stress immedi- 
ately after being shot with 
foe darts. The three ele- 
phants died within a couple 
of hours despite scientists’ 
efforts to revive them. Me 
K ioko said. The otter three 
survived unharmed. Mr. 
Kioko said the planned 
move of other elephants to 
Tsavo has been suspended 
pending foe results of a 
postmortem on the dead 
elephants to determine the 
exact cause of death. 


Titanic souvenir 
hunters offered 
lump of coal 


NEW Y ORK/-A(R)j Pieces 
of coal from tlw Titanic 
went on sale, the first items 
recovered from foe wreck- 
age of the luxury line* 
made available to foe pub* 
lie. The pieces of coal, 
about the size of half a golf 
ball, can be bought for 525 
each from RMS Titanic - 
Inc, foe company foot plflflS 
a worldwide exhibition of 
artifacts from the ship. The 
British liner, said to be 
“unsmkable" when it 
built, collided with an ice- 
berg off the coast of 
Newfoundland era foe bight 
of April 14, 1912, and went 
down wifo at least 1,500 .<« 
foe 2,200 people on its 
maiden voyage. 
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ACCIDENT ON MOUNT IGMANiA convoy of Dutch vehicles ferry injured soldiers to mount I groan 
where members of the 5 Field Ambulance administer emergency medical treatment after a coach carrying soldiers 
belonging to the army of the Republic or Bosnia Herzegovina came off the road as a result of severe weather con- 
ditions. British, French and Dutch troops based on Igman joined in the rescue of the injured men, three of whom 
died in the accident (.AFP photo) 

4 Russians killed in Chechenya, another bridge blown 


GROZNY, Russia (AP) — 
Three Russian soldiers and 
a military woman were 
killed in Chechenya while 
rebels intensified their 
anacks against federal 
troops, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Three of the victims were 
killed in two chance clashes 
Monday in Grozny, the 
Chechen capital. 

One incident involved 
unknown assailants who 
opened fire from a car at a 
Chechen man in central 
Grozny in an attack 
described as part of a 
vendetta, the Interfax News 


Agency reported. 

The man, trying to escape, 
ran toward a Russian mili- 
tary post, exposing the ser- 
vicemen to a hail of bullets 
that killed him along with 
two soldiers, the agency 
reported. 

In another incident, a 
Chechen passer-by shot 
dead a Russian military 
woman in Grozny's main 
outdoor market after the 
victim argued with a vendor 
over the price of a camera 
film. 

The Chechen also fired 
his pistol at a Russian sol- 
dier who rushed to help, 


wounding him in Lhe head, 
repons said. Other service- 
men opened fire to scare off 
the crowd, wounding one 
civilian. 

The military command 
said rebels fired on Russian 
troops in 45 separate inci- 
dents overnight, with 34 of 
them in Grozny. 

The rebels also blew up a 
bridge near Grozny while a 
freight train was crossing it. 
Two carriages were 
derailed. 

The military issued an 
angry statement condemn- 
ing the anacks. 


Tensions have escalated in 
Chechnya since the top 
Russian commander, 
Anatoly Romanov, was seri- 
ously injured in a bomb 
attack early last month. 

A July military accord 
providing for rebel disarma- 
ment and partial Russian 
withdrawal has collapsed. 
Nightly clashes rock 
Chechenya and attempts to 
renew peace talks have 
failed 

Moscow sent about 
40,000 troops into Chechen- 
ya in December to crush the 
republic’s separatist drive. 


Mandela’s security stepped up after Rabin murder 


JOHANNESBURG <R) — 
Security around South 
African President Nelson , 
Mandela and members "tof 
his ' cabinet has been 
increased following j sOfc 
assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, the police chief said 
Tuesday. 

“We simply cannot afford 
to think that we are immune 
to such lunacy," Police 
Commissioner George 
Fivaz said in a statement. 

“Distinct parallels exist 
between the Israeli- 
Palestinian and South 
African political processes 
and it would be disastrous if 
especially the leaders of the 
major parties of the govern- 
ment of national unity were 
harmed in any way,” be 
said. 

Mr. Rabin was shot dead 
by a right-wing Jewish 


assassin after addressing a 
peace rally in Tel Aviv 
Saturday. 

Tbe Sowetan, South 
Africa’s largest black circu- 
lation newspaper, quoted 
Mr. Fivaz as saying: 
“Rabin’s assassination is a 
tragedy. But we must learn 
from it.” 

Mr. Fivaz, appointed by 
Mr. Mandela to root out 
racism in the post- apartheid 
police, said in his statement 
be had ordered police 
responsible for tbe safety of 
Mr. Mandela, his deputies 
Thabo Mbeki and F.W. De 
Klerk, and Home Affairs 
Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, to be put on full 
alert foDowing Mr. Rabin’s 
murder. 

“Although not in response 
to any specific identified 
threat, the purpose of my 
instruction is to avoid com- 


placency and learn from the 
Israeli tragedy" tbe com- 
missioner said. . . 

The order 4 I 50 applied .to 
other members of the gov- 
ernment of national unity, 
he said. 

In JuDe, Mr. Fivaz ordered 
a review of Mandela’s secu- 
rity after a journalist was 
allowed to carry a gun with- 
in a few feet of the presi- 
dent A member of the 
police VIP protection unit 
allowed a reporter to keep a 
personal handgun during a 
lecture delivered by Mr. 
Mandela at a Johannesburg 
theatre. 

Mr. Mandela, 77, said 
Monday that stringent secu- 
rity measures did not 
always guarantee safety for 
world leaders. 

“You must have security 
but even when you have a 
hundred men around you 


there is no guarantee that an 
assassin will not take a pot- 
shot,"- Mr. Mandela said. ... 

South African Nobel 
Peace Prize' winner 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
had said earlier Mr. Rabin’s 
murder should serve as a 
warning to world leaders 
including Mr. Mandela. 

Arch. Tutu told Reuters he 
had warned Mr. Mandela of 
possible attempts to kill him 
after the arrest last week of 
a former defence minister 
and other military officers 
' from the apartheid era on 
charges connected to hit- 
squad killings of 13 blacks 
in 1987. 

“If anyone wants to get at 
you, they will get at you. 
And God forbid that it 
should happen to Madiba 
(Mandela). 


4 shot dead, 1 wounded in Boston restaurant 


BOSTON (R) — Four men 
were shot to death and 
another was critically 
wounded Monday when 
two gunmen walked into a 
crowded restaurant in 
Boston's Charlestown dis- 
trict and opened fire on 
them at their lunch table. 

The shooting occurred 
during tbe peak lunch hour 
when two gunmen entered 
the ninety nioe restaurant, 
got into an argument with 
the victims at their table and 
then pumped several shots 
into them at close range, 
police said. 

Police CapL Edward Mc- 
Nelly confirmed that four 
men had been killed and a 


fifth was rushed to 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital with a serious gun- 
shot wound in tbe stomach. 

The suspects were arrest- 
ed as they ran imo a parking 
lot near the restaurant where 
a getaway car was waiting. 

Eyewitnesses said two 
off-duty policemen, who 
were having lunch at the 
restaurant, chased the gun- 
men as they left the spot, 
shouted at them to “freeze" 
and arrested them before 
they could get into the car. 

Police declined to com- 
ment on the posable motive 
for the shooting. Asked at a 
news conference whether it 
was a gangland execution. 


Boston Police Commis- 
sioner Paul Evans respond- 
ed, “If it was a hit, it was a 
very sloppy hit — broad 
daylight and in a crowded 
restaurant" 

Police identified the sus- 
pects as Damian Clemente, 
20, and Vicent Perez, 27, 
both of the Boston area. Tbe 
victims were not identified. 

Witnesses said lunchtime 
patrons dived to the floor 
when the shooting started. 
Four bodies were seen 
sprawled on the floor or 
slumped in chairs. 

“There were five shots. 
They were muffled shots. It 
didn’t really sound like a 
gun," said bartender Lisa 


Giordano. 

“1 was sitting at the bar 
and I heard what sounded 
like a balloon popping. I 
looked over thinking it was 
a party and beard another 
shot ... and saw smoke lin- 
gering in the air," Sieve 
Maurer told Reuters. 

“When the gunshots con- 
tinued, I realised there 
might be a gang war or 
some lunatic popping off, so 
I dove out of the back door," 
he said. 

Charlestown has a history 
of Irish-American gang 
activity and is a well-known 
haunt of major drug dealers 
and mid-level organised 
crime figures. 


Space radar shows Sahara site of continental crash 
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Washington cr) — T he 

site of a colossal smashup 
of supercontinents 650 mil- 
lion years ago was disclosed 
on radar images made from 
the OS. space shuttle, sci- 
entists reported Monday. 

Tbe same radar also gave 
geologists insight into the 
devastating 1993 floods 
along the Mississippi River 
and doe mysterious undulat- 
ing'course of the Nile, and 
could have potential for 
finding oil, groundwater or 
even gold. 

Peering beneath the 
Earth’s surface to detect 
deep fissures and folds, 
space radar detected the 
spot in tbe middle of the 
Sahara where the ancient 
comments collided, scien- 
tist Robert Stern said in a 
telephone interview. 

The continental crash 


occurred some 650 million 
years ago, in an era of so- 
called supercontinents, 
including one that geolo- 
gists call East Gondwana — 
consisting of present-day 
Australia, Antarctica and 
India — and West 
Gondwana, comprised of 
Africa and North and South 
America. 

The collision zone, locat- 
ed in northern Sudan in an 
area called the Keraf Suture, 
represents the joining of 
parts of East and West 
Gondwana into an even big- 
ger land mass, known as 
Greater Gondwana, said Mr. 
Stern, a geologist at the 
University of Texas at 
Dallas who was part of a 
radar-analysing team. 

On the surface, the conti- 
nental juncture is not much 
to look at, Mr. Stem said. 


simply a broad, flat area of 
blowing sand. But the radar 
images, taken from space 
shuttle Endeavour in April 
and October 1994, show a 
region of extensive folds 
and a large fault where the 
continents butted together. 

The geological havoc 
wreaked by this crash 
extends for hundreds of 
kilometres to the Red Sea, 
and huge rocks that were 
deformed in the process 
may be responsible for an 
S-corve in the Nile, Mr. 
Stem said. 

“If you can see this kind 
of a structure (using space 
radar) then you could be. 
able to see other kinds of 
structures, including oil. 
groundwater and gold," Mr. 
Stem said, speaking from 
New Orleans where the 
radar findings were present- 


ed this week to the 
Geological Society of 
America. 

Space radar images of the 
U.S. midwest showed how 
ravaged the immense flood 
plain was by floods two 
years ago, scientists said. 

Because this kind of radar 
can look below the Earth’s 
surface to spot masses of 
water, the extent of flood 
damage can be assessed 
while (he flood is proceed- 
ing, researchers said in a 
statement. 

The space radar is a joint 
mission of the U.S. National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) 
and the German and Italian 
space agencies and is man- 
aged in part by NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. 
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Major accepts parliamentary rebuff 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
bowed to the will of parlia- 
ment Tuesday after it deliv- 
ered a stinging rebuff to his 
efforts to keep members’ 
business earnings secret. 

Legislators voted Monday 
night by a majority of 51, 
far greater than expected, in 
favour of an opposition 
motion to require alJ mem- 
bers to make their earnings 
from consultancy work 
open to public scrutiny. 

Newspapers labelled the 
defeat humiliating and said 
it raised questions about 
Mr. Major's leadership. 

Twenty three ruling 
Conservatives, reflecting 
public concern on MPs’ 
earnings, sided with opposi- 
tion parties to inflict the 
first key defeat on tbe gov- 
ernment for 12 months. 

Conservative MPs blamed 
Mr. Major, absent in Israel 
for the funeral of assassinat- 
ed Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, for the defeat. One 


“rebel”, David Martin, said: 
“The prime minister lis- 
tened to the wrong advice 
on this matter of disclo- 
sure." 

Labour lost no time in 
pressing home its advan- 
tage. ■ 

“1 find it extraoxdinaiy the 
prime minister managed in 
fan to take such a reac- 
tionary stance and an awful 
lot of his troops today will 
be wondering how on earth 
he got them into that mess,” 
Labour’s business manager. 
Donald Dewar, told BBC 
Radio- 

Mr. Major, speaking 
before leaving Israel, said 
he still believed a compro- 
mise allowing MPs to keep 
earnings secret but banning 
them from paid lobbying 
activity, was the right one. 

But he told Britain's Sky 
News Television: 

“Parliament last night 
decided differently and that 
is parliament’s right.” The 
vote was not an issue of 


confidence for the govem- 
ment- 

The proposal to make 
public MPs consultancy 
earnings came from an 
independent committee set 
up by Mr. Major himself 
under a senior judge, Lord 
Michael Nolan, after a 
string of sleaze scandals 
involving ruling party mem- 
bers and ministers. 

The Conservatives, tradi- 
tionally tbe party of big 
business in Britain, are the 
chief benefactors from con- 
sultancy work. Labour's 
main paymasters are the 
trade unions. 

Among the Conservative 
rebels were several MPs ’ 
who had been involved in 
“sleaze” allegations and 
were keen to bolster their 
reputation before a general 
election which must be held 
in tbe next 18 months. 

Monday's vote was 
described by the Today 
newspaper as “one of the 
most devastating blows of 


his premiership”. The 
Conservatives trail Labour 
in opinion polls by 30 
points ahead of an election 
due by mid-1997. 

MPs now have until April 
to declare earnings. Labour 
predicts a rush to end con- 
sultancy contracts before 
then. 

Some ruling party MPs 
are reported to be consider- 
ing stepping down at the 
next election because the 
new rules will make it hard- 
er for them to top up what 
they regard as their modest 
£33,189 ($52,350) parlia- 
mentary salary. 

One Conservative MP 
was angry enough to con- 
sider defying the new rules. 
Sir Michael Neubert said: “I 
do have to think very care- 
fully about whether I 
observe this new rule of the 
House (of Commons). It’s 
not the law of tbe land.” 


Storm leaves 13 million 
Filipinos in misery 


U.S . not yet ready to 
select NATO leader 


MANILA (R) — The 
Philippines mobilised carts, 
trucks, ships and planes 
Tuesday in a massive relief 
operation for 1.3 million 
people affected by typhoon 
Angela, which ravaged half 
of the country and killed 
hundreds. 

About 650,000 people 
crammed into evacuation 
centres on the main island 
of Luzon while tens of 
thousands remained strand- 
ed in flooded homes in 
remote areas, waiting for 
helicopters to drop food, 
clothes and medicine, relief 
officials said. 

‘This is one of the most 
massive relief operations 
the government has under- 
taken and all available 
means of transport are 
being used," Red Cross 
officer Jim Catampongan 
said. 

They included wooden 
cans drawn by water buf- 
faloes, he said. 

Medical teams have 
fanned out to more than 


1,000 evacuation centres to 
help prevent an outbreak of 
disease, civil defence offi- 
cer Olive Luces said. 

About 500 people have 
died in tbe wake of Angela, 
which battered Luzon 
Friday, but officials said the 
death toll could rise to 700 
as some areas were cut off 
by a breakdown in commu- 
nications. 

“It’s possible that many of 
those missing are already 
dead," Ms. Luces said. 

At least 133 people 
remain unaccounted for. 
More than 1,200 were 
injured. 

The typhoon, the most 
vicious to hit the 
Philippines in almost a 
decade, has frayed the 
nerves of some survivors. 

A postmaster died of a 
heart attack Monday night 
in Lucena City, 100 kilome- 
tres southeast of Manila, 
when a local radio station 
broadcast an incorrect 
report that Mount Banahaw 
volcano had erupted. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The United States has said 
it was not ready to back 
Dutchman Ruud Lubbers 
for NATO secretary-general 
and the search for other 
candidates should continue. 

“We just don’t know 
where this process is lead- 
ing," State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
told reporters. 

“We need to continue our 
discussions with our allies 
and reach a consensus deci- 
sion, but it’s not possible to 
have one yet because the 
discussion hasn’t reached 
that point where a decision 
can be made.” he said. 

He insisted Washington 
does not have a favourite in 
the race and “We’re looking 
ax a number of candidates. 

It was unclear just how 
serious . . a - . problem 
.Washington had with Mr. 
Lubbers personally. - 

But officials acknowl- 
edged privately that the 
Clinton administration was 


annoyed at France and 
other Europeans for press- 
ing tbe former Dutch prime 
minister's case publicly and 
hence seeming to challenge 
U.S. leadership of the 
alliance. 

President Bill Clinton and 
most of his top aides had 
little contact with Mr. 
Lubbers and less with his 
only rival, former Danish 
Foreign Minister Uffe 
Ellemann-Jensen, before 
they declared their candida- 
cies, U.S. officials told 
Reuters. 

"We felt it was important 
to have a full discussion 
with tbe Europeans about 
the candidates and not be 
rushed into a choice," said 
one U.S. official, who 
acknowledged the United 
States was slowing down 
the^ selection process. 

To date, France, 
Germany, Britain, Italy, 
Portugal, Belgium and 
Spain have declared sup- 
port for Mr. Lubbers. 
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Peace can win 


THE IMPRESSIVE assembly of so many world 
leaders at the funeral of the late Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Monday was, above all, a 
living testimony to international commitment to 
the continuation of the peace process in the 
Middle East. Those who had expected or hoped 
for the demise of the peace effort In the aftermath 
of Rabin’s assassination were effectively served 
notice that all the mqjor capitals of the world 
remain solidly behind the search for an honour- 
able solution. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton may have summed 
np the feeling of all the leaders who took part in 
the funeral when he expressed the strong convic- 
tion that there will be peace in the region. For his 
part. His Majesty King Hussein was equally 
unequivocal on Jordan’s faith in the eventual 
triumph of peace-loving forces and of this coun- 
try’s lasting commitment to the cause. Those who 
took comfort in the death of the Israeli prime 
minister thinking that the peace process had 
suffered a blow from which it cannot recover had 
better think again. For one thing, the acting 
prime minister, Shimon Peres, can be expected to 
follow through on the Israeli government’s 
pledges and plans to advance the process. The 
announcement yesterday that Palestinian elec- 
tions will take place as originally planned and 
that the redeployment of Israeli soldiers will also 
proceed in accordance with the tuqetable agreed 
upon is clear evidence that the aim and ideology 
of the assassin and people of his Ok will not 
succeed in stemming the tide of history. 

For another reason, the larger rightist parties 
in Israel are coming under increasing pressure 
not only to tone their virulent rhetoric against the 
Israeli-Palestinian accords but also to moderate, 
even change, their actual opposition to them. In 
fact that pressure might soon begin to produce 
positive results if only because the world, and the 
Israelis themselves, will no longer tolerate bank- 
rupt policies which only stand to deepen hatred 
and fanaticism in a region that has suffered 
violence and strife for too long. 

Still, these expectations would not in them- 
selves erase the lingering problems that impede 
comprehensive peace and stability. There were 
serious obstacles before the assassination of 
Rabin and there remain hurdles after his depar- 
ture from the scene. What is going to strengthen 
or weaken the quest for a permanent and just 
solution for the Arab-Israeli conflict, however, 
will probably have more to do with the way the 
post-Rabin era is handled than with the killing 
itself. The fact that a Jew killed a fellow Jew is 
important. But it does not tell the whole story of 
what is going to happen next in the region as a 
whole. In the final analysis the future of Middle 
East peace will be decided upon by how success- 
fully the parties negotiate the remaining issues 
that separate them. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NONE OF those who delivered speeches at the funeral of 
Yitzhak Rabin has described the assassination of the late 
prime minister of Israel as a terrorist act or that Yigal 
Amir, the assassin, as a terrorist, said a writer in AJ Ra‘i 
Arabic daily Tuesday. The whole Israeli society and the 
Arab countries as well as the world community realise that 
it was a premeditated murder perpetrated by extremist and 
terrorist groups in Israel, which oppose the peace process 
and refuse to give back to the Palestinians their legitimate 
rights, said Safah Jarrar. At the same time, if an Arab child 
has thrown a stone on an Israeli military vehicle, his act 
would be regarded as a terrorist attack, which should be 
confronted with the most severe measures on the part of 
the Israeli forces, which could retaliate by breaking the 
bones of the child and holding him in detention for a long 
time, according to the writer. By avoiding the use of the 
terms ‘terrorist' in describing Yigal Amir. Arab. Israeli and 
world media seem all agreed that such term can only be 
used to describe Arabs and Muslims and nations seeking to 
regain their freedom and dignity, continued the writer. He 
said a Jew. an American or a European who commit brutal 
crimes and massacres against the Arabs is never described 
as a termrist. Therefore, he added, it is only logical that 
resistance activities by the Palestinians and the Lebanese, 
who seek to liberate their occupied lands, should never be 
described as acts of terrorism even if such activities cause 
the death of their adversaries. 

NOW THAT he was offered the reins of the Labour Party 
and the government of Israel. Shimon Peres will find that 
he has a full agenda and difficult tasks at the domestic and 
foreign levels, said a writer in A! Ra'i daily. Ihsan Bust ami 
said that there is no doubt that Mr. Peres will go ahead with 
the implementation of deals his predecessor had reached 
vyirh the Palestinians, but he will not rush negotiations with 
the Palestinians over the Jewish settlements, the refugees 
or the future status of Jerusalem. By following such policy. 
Mr. Peres will no doubt be seeking voters support for his 
Labour Party in the 1996 parliamentary elections, especial- 
ly as he has pleased a good sector of the Israeli society hy 
recently declaring Jerusalem as the united and eternal 
capital of Israel, continued the writer. He said Mr. Peres is 
expected to follow in Mr. Rabin's steps in matters 
pertaining to the protection of the Jewish settlers and in 
dealing with Syria and Lebanon, and in other sensitive 
issues in order to secure the Lahour Party's unity behind his 
back and guarantee success for this party in ’the coming 
elections. 
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By Samer Badaro 


No room for appeasement 


THERE IS no mistaking 
that few events have 
evoked emotions as contra- 
dictory for the modem 
Arab as the assassination of 
one 73-year-old man in Tel 
Aviv three days ago. Where 
the black and white areas of 
the major watersheds in our 
recent history have been 
easy to identify, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's assassination con- 
fronts everything that is 
grey in the Arab psyche. 
Indeed, were he one man. 
figuratively speaking, the 
Arab is questioning not 
only deep-rooted convic- 
tions and notions of right or 
wrong, but actual feelings 
towards such basic instincts 
as animosity and vindictive- 
ness on one hand, and 
humility and generosity, on 
the other. 

Nothing exemplifies this 
better than comparing the 
chador-clad child photo- 
graphed distributing sweets 
in celebration in Beirut and 
the photograph of sombre 
Arab mourners attending 
the funeral in Jerusalem. 


nets in an arduous young 
venture whose fruits have 
yet to be collected. Both 
emotions are undoubtedly 
genuine, but both cannot be 
morally equal. 

The price has been high, 
but the mainstream on both 
.sides of the Arab-Israeli di- 
vide has decided to come to 
terms with the demog- 
raphic, economic and his- 
torical realities of the Mid- 
dle East. 


.The first expresses the con- 
fused relief of a frustrated 


people whose land remains 
occupied, while the second 
expresses the grief of part- 


The two Gulf wars, the 
break-up of the Soviet Un- 
ion, and an economic whirl- 
wind since the middle of the 
eighties have brought the 
Arab mainstream to the 
rude awakening that growth 
and development — social, 
economic, and political — 
were antihetical a petrified 
frame of reference built 
around an on-going yet in- 
active war of eradication 
against an enemy who has 
otherwise established very 
real military, economic, 
and diplomatic dominance. 

For the Israeli main- 
stream, the six-year long 
intifadah and the perceived 
threat born Iraq were som- 
bre reminders that military 
victory and supression were 
not to be the ultimate arbit- 
rators between the peoples 
of the Middle East, but that 


dialogue, compromise, and, 
eventually, cooperation had 
to be the way for a safe and 
liveable fixture. 

This mainstream on both 
sides decided to tum die 
page on the old world of 
total winners and absolute 
losers, and embark on the 
challenging venture that 
peace is. 

The peripheral fringe, on 
the other hand, has not 
accepted the same conclu- 
sions and has remained 
committed to older notions 
of right and wrong. In Tel 
Aviv, on Saturday, and in 
public for the whole world 
to see. the fringe had its 
say. exporing with three 
shots delivered in less than 
a minute the frailty of a 
peace that has been made 
to fix the wrongs of the past 
five decades. 


is for the region to return to land, procrastination on the 
dismemberment and petri- return of occupied land ran 
fiction. Those who see this only compromise the credi- 


as the vision for the future 
are in the dark because, as 
far as sensible men are con- 
cerned, no one stands to 
benefit from the absence of 
peace in the Middle East. 
That does not change the 
convictions of the peripher- 
al fringe on both sides who 
believe themselves account- 
able to a different set of 
morality than what the 
mainstream holds as sensi- 
ble. But as the assassination 
on Saturday proves, the 
fringe is not without influ- 
ence. 


bility of the peace drive. 

Appeasing the binge is 
not an option. However, it 
is incumbant on all parties 


to the peace process to deal 
with their peripheral fring- 
es, possibly starting by eU- 
minating the double talk. 
Public opinion has been 
ready for the final verdict 
on fixture relations between 
the peoples of the Middle 
East for quite a while. The 
ambiguous and often con- 
tradictory-signals about un- 
resolved issues such as the 
future of the settlements 
and of Jerusalem are also 
part of the ammunition 
which fuels the fringe's 
drive against the peace pro- 
cess. 

It is critical to protect this 
peace, not simply because 
the peoples of the region 
have grown tired and wish 
to realise its economic 
potential, but because civi- 
lisation must prevail and 
because war amongst peo- 
ple must be the exception, 
not the rule. 


The point was not lost on 
those who rejoiced on the 
Arab side, either, and who 
were eager to highlight the 
ease with which this peace 
may be dismantled. Their 
fuel is the injustice and 
transgressions of recent his- 
tory, and there is an abu- 
dance of that on both sides, 
from sanctioned assassina- 
tion in Malta to exploding 
vans in TeJ Aviv. 

For the fringe to succeed 


For the mainstream to 
succeed, as sensible men 
would wish it, baric issues 
have to be accommodated. 
First and foremost, the 
momentum that has been 
generated by the peace pro- 
cess to date has to be sus- 
tained. More directly to the 
point, die initiative can only 
come from the one party 


which has anything tangible 
to offer. Much of the fuel 


to offer. Much of the fuel 
that drives the fringe on the 
Arab ride is derived from 
the misguided notion that 
peace can be sustained by 
isolating Syria. In an age 
where wars are derided in 
the sides rather than on 


The writer is a marketing 
executive for the British 
Bank of the Middle East. 
He contributed the above 
article to -the Jordan Times. 


Rabin assassin knocks out 


main pillar of peace in Israel 


By Robert Mahoney 


Reuter 


TEL AVIV — With three 
rapid shots a right-wing law 
student not only robbed 
Israel of its Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin but also top- 
pled one of the main pillars 
of Middle East peace. 

For most Israelis the 
peace process was Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

He alone had the political 
and military credibility to 
press peace agreements 
with the PLO and Arab 
states on a split parliament 
and a deeply divided socie- 
ty* 

His assassination a year 
before an Israeli general 
election has placed a ques- 
tion mark over the entire 
U.S.-led drive to end half a 
century of war and enmity 
between Arab and Jew. 

The killing has embarras- 


sed the right wing which 
opposed Mr. Rabin's his- 
toric 1993 handshake with 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 

Political commentators 
said they expected the 
Likud opposition and 
groups to its right to fall 
silent for a few months as 
the nation came to terms 
with the shock of its first 
political assassination. 

But the right is still strong 
and Mr. Rabin's Labour- 
led coalition has only a 
wafer-thin majority in par- 
liament. 

Labour's success was 
built on Mr. Rabin's repu- 
tation as a former general 
who could be trusted with 
Israel's security. This 
allowed the 73-year-old 
leader to reach an accord 
on Palestinian self-rule in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, sign a peace treaty 
with Jordan and start nego- 


tiations on returning the 
Golan Heights to Syria in 
return for peace. 

Shimon Peres, who is ex- 
pected to succeed Mr. 
Rabin, is probably even 
more commited to the 
peace process. He played 
the prophet to Mr. Rabin's 
pragmatist. 

But Mr. Peres, currently 
foreign minister and acting 
prime minister, is far less 
popular and is distrusted by 
a number of "swing'’ voteis 
in the centre, political polls- 
ters say. 

“I don't think Peres will 
call an election now and 
risk a sympathy vote.” said 
pollster Hanoch Smith. “It 
will take three months to 
organise an election... by 
then it will be back to the 


issues. 

Other commentators 
noted that Mr. Peres's his- 
tory of failure in four gener- 


al elections as Labour lead- 
er might prove too much of 
a liability in next year's poll 
when the prime minister 
will be directly elected for 
the first time. 

Mr. Peres was quick to 
reaffirm his commitment to 
Mr. Rabin's policies and he 
vowed to continue peace 
talks. Washington, too. 
pledged to rcdedicatc itself 
to Middle East peace. 

Palestinians said Israelis 
should now clamp down on 
government-armed Jewish 
settlers who opposed the 
transfer of authority in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

“This is a very important 
lesson, that the Israeli right 
should not continue to be 
armed.” PLO negotiator 
Ahmed Korei told Reuters. 

Palestinian officials said 
the assassination would give 
the Israeli government a 
chance to crack down on 


the extreme-right and could 
give it a wider mandate to 
pursue peace. 

However, some feared 
internal conflict within 
Labour could impede 
Israeli decision-making in 
the negotiations. 

Mr. Smith said the right 
was subdued now but could 
bounce back, especially if 
the implementation of the 
agreement with the PLO. 
including troop redeploy- 
ment. in the West Bank 


goes awry. 

As for another Israeli 
strategic goal — peace with 
Syria atid Lebanon — ^ Mr. 
Rabin's disappearance 
could spell further delays. 

Israel is deeply split ab- 
out Mr. Rabin's reassur- 
ances that their security 
would not be endangered. 
Commentators say they are 
less likely to believe' Mr. 
Peres. 


India defies Kashmir revolt with call for polls 


By Nelson Graves 

Reuter 


SRINAGAR, India — 
Weeks before the Indian 
government decided to hold 
assembly elections in trou- 
bled Jammu and Kashmir 
state. Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao's cabinet 
approved a little noticed 
but revealing measure. 

It quietly decided that 
polling would go ahead in 
each of the state's 87 consti- 
tuencies even if a candidate 
or candidates were killed 
during -the campaign. 

The measure under- 
scored Mr. Rao's deter- 
mination to press ahead 
with the first state elections 
since 1987 despite wide- 
spread local opposition and 
a bloody separatist revolt in 
which more than 20,000 
people b-.e died. 


That could make it diffi- 
cult for the election com- 
mission to accept the 
cabinet's recommendation 
or for the elections to 
appear credible to interna- 
tional observers. 

“If the national confer- 
ence does not participate, 
the elections will not be 
credible at all." political 
commentator Mohammad 
Maqbool said. 

Election commission 
members were set to visit 
the troubled state next 
Wednesday to determine if 
conditions were conducive 
for free and fair elections. 

Earlier this year the com- 
mission decided not to call 
polls after a well-known 
shrine was destroyed fol- 
lowing a standoff between 
militants and security forces 


at Charar-E-Sharief, pro- 
voking popular outrage. 

But Mr. Rao is wagering 
that this is the last, best 
chance to restore the state’s 
administration and end the 
federal government's direct 
rule over the Himalayan 
region. 

The prime minister has 
been under international 
pressure to restore demo- 
cracy to the state and would 
reap domestic electoral 


gains if he brought peace to 
India's most rebellious 


India's most rebellious 
state. 

New Delhi's authority to 
rule directly over thhe 
strategically located stale 
expires on January 17, and 
it would require parlia- 
ment’s approval to extend 
the power for another six 
months. 


But Mr. Rao could have 
trouble pushing such a mea- 
sure through parliament in 
the run-up to general elec- 
tions due by mid-1996. 

Local authorities believe 
the timing is right because 
Kashmir's bitter winter 
weather will hamper mili- 
tants’ mobility, making it 
easier to control violence. 

The trade union repre- 
senting state government 
workers announced its 
members would refuse to 
assist in preparations for 
the elections. But the 
State’s chief administrator 
said thousands of workers 
from other regions could be 
drafted. 

More than 20,000 para- 
military troopers have been 
called in to bolster security, 
especially in the Muslim- 


majority Kashmir valley 
which accounts for 46 of 87 
assembly scats. Jammu in 
the south, with more Hin- 
dus, has 37 seats. Buddhist- 
majority Ladakh in the east 
has four. Higher turnout 
was expected in those re- 
gions. 


Kashmiris interviewed in 
the summer capital Srinagar 
were mostly defiant. “My 
conscience does not allow 
me to walk over 40,000 
dead bodies and cast my 
vote to restore Indian 
democracy in the state.” 
said Mohammad Ayub, a 
three-wheeler driver. 


“Do you think Kashmiris 
will cast their vote after 
such a heavy sacrifice?” 
shopkeeper Shamim 
Ahmed said. 


Armed militants fighting 
r an independent Hash- 


for an independent Kash- 
mir or merger with neigh- 
bouring Pakistan are ex- 
pected to step up their five- 
year-old insurgency during 
the election campaign, 
which the cabinet said 
would culminate in polls by 
mid-December. 

The separatist move- 
ment’s political leaders say 
assembly elections are no 
response to the state’s Mus- 
lim majority’s yearning for 
freedom from mostly Hindu 
India's rule. 

“The people will not par- 
ticipate m the elections be- 
cause the people are very 
much fed up with Indian 
rule/' said Syed Ali Shah 
Gee Jam, head of the Ail 
Parties Hurriyat (freedom) 
Conference grouping some 
30 Kashmiri separatist 
groups. 

“We will go to the masses 
and pern sade them that 
elections are not the answer 
and everyone must stay 
away from the electoral 
process," Mr. Geelani said. 

Farooq Abdullah, leader 
of the National Conference 
Party that leans towards In- 
dia, said he might boycott 
the polls but left a final 
decision to his party’s work- 
ing committee. 


LETTERS 


Blessed are the peacemakers’ 


To the Editor: 


YITZHAK RABIN is dead, assassinated at the 
hands of a man who planned his murder in cold 
blood, a man who proudly attributed his actions to 
the name of God. The God he invoked was the very 
God who said “Thou shall not kill." 

1 was raised to think of Israelis as enemies. The 
new peace has sat uneasily. But. if I ever doubted 
before, I am convinced that now is the time to 
j forgive. The hardest lesson of learning to forgive is to 
reconcile the fact that one cannot forget. Forgiveness 
is meaningless unless the injury is remembered and 
released. If one can forget, the injury couldn't have 
[ meant much in the first place. 

I cannot condone the violence committed by 
j Israelis in Palestine, but I can understand it. It was an 
! assault motivated by fear, the fear of a people who 
1 were hunted like animals and given the most grue- 
some and ignoble deaths, wicked deaths that no 
human should be able to devise, let alone have to 
suffer. Motivated by such terror, what crimes might 
anyone be able to commit for the sake of security and 
attribute it to the name of God? It does not lessen 
what followed in Palestine, but the first step in 
forgiveness is to understand. 

! I have heard cries that the Holocaust must not be 
forgotten. These calls are just for they combat a 
people who would conceal the depths to which humanity 
can fall. But this is not enough. The Holocaust must 


be forgiven as well. The occupation of Palestine must 
be forgiven. As long as we give in to hate, we will 
never rise above our persecutors and murderers As 
long as we rejoice in the death of a man. no matter 
what his crimes, we reduce ourselves to the barbar- 
lsm that we claim to abhor. The blood that cries W 
to God from the ground knows no natitfn or cause 
but testifies to our defiance of a simple command- 
ment: Thou shalt not kill. 

• 1 an episode in a television show called 
Home Front, where an Irish- American Catholic asks 
an Italian Jewish fnend if she didn’t want revenge 
agamst the Nazis for what they did to her and her 
people. She replied that everyday she lived and 
breathed was her vendetta. Everyday her son lived 
and breathed was her vendetta. Her words are a 
testament to how high a human can rise above the 
harrowing of hell. Where there was death, we must 
bring fife. Where there was terror, we must brine 

v* e u bo rC u- thCrC * aS war ’ we mus! bring peace 
Yitzhak Rabin was a man who turned awav from war 

to pursue peace at a terrible cost that only increased 
P a,d . aU l kat a man can ultimately pay. His 
blood too cries from the ground. Let us give him the 
vendetta that he deserves. 


Talal S. Hatter, 

COmmiSSi0n - 

Amman. 


Mobile 


style 


Last week the Jordan 
Time s published an article 
on mobile telephones in 
Israel, which have become 
a status symbol in that 
country. According to the 
author, one now feels virtu- 
ally naked without his 
mobile. It is a reflection on 
the dynamism of the 
Jordanian people that, in 
the short period since the 
introduction of mobile 
phones, we have contrived 
to copy the trend. 

Walk into a gathering in 
Amman, and the odds are 
that people will be compar- 
ing the merits of their 
respective mobiles. Admit 
that you are not equipped 
with one, and yonr friends 
will stare down their noses 
at you, as they drift in the 1 
general direction of away.. 
You will be cast into outer 
darkness where there is 
weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

I reflected on this as I set- 
tled down with some 
friends at our regular 
watering bole. The sooth- 
ing hum of chatter and 
laughter was constantly 
interrupted by shrill ring- 
ing noises, until we won- 
dered if we had been 
beamed into a space-invad- 
er game, s At the sound of 
this call, hands abandoned 
their idle pursuits and 
jerked to the hip with agili- 
ty that would have done 
credit to John- Wayne. At 
:any moment of time, there 7 
was at least one person 
-with a finger stuck in one 
ear. and a mobile telephone 
held firmly against the 
other. 

• I tried to imagine the 
human drama surrounding 
these conversations: 
People trying to impress 
their interlocutors by hav- 
ing an associate in the sub- . 
terfijge call them at five 
minute intervals, wives 
telling their husbands that 
dinner is getting cold, peo- 
ple telling their spouses 
that they will be delayed at 
work or at the hairdress- 
er's, the same people then 
calling their paramours to 
arrange a tryst, the scepti- 
cal spouse calling back to 
ascertain from background 
noises the true where- 
abouts of the one to be 
loved, honoured and 
obeyed. But perhaps my 
romantic nature is getting 
the better of me. Is it not 
possible that business deci- 
sions of great importance 
and urgency are behind the 
incessant calls? 

Well, really! Is there a 
trip within Amman that is 
likely to last longer than 20 
minutes? How many of us 
have had to make decisions 
that could not wait 20 min- 
utes? Has the pace of life 
in Amman changed to that 
extent without my noticing 
it? Or are we simply fol- 
lowing the doctrine of one- 
upmanship that guides 
consumer societies: “Buy 
now, think of the utility of” 
your purchase lateT? 

if this is the case, let me 
inform all the proud own- 
ers of mobile phones that 
they do not impress me, for 
I have one-upped them. 
Amuse yourselves with 
your tinkling toys as well 
you may, but I am foe one 
that has undergone the true 
test of valour, and come 
out with flying colours. 
Yours proudly has gone _ 
where no man dares to 
tread, done battle where 
foe fray is thickest, and 
emerged victorious. I have 
applied for a normal tele- 
phone from the 
Telecommunications 
Corporation, and I have 
actually received iL - 
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Jelf-rule deal back on track 


(Coattnmrd from page 1) 


•'Whatever we have agreed 
ind whatever we undertook 
ipoo ourselves we are going 
o implement in spirit and 
eticr. r am confident that we 
, a vc to do it and we shall do 
t," be said. 

As foreign minister under 
vfr. Rabin, Mr. Peres not 
jnly gave Israel a grand vi- 
aon of regional peace, he 
i Iso led the detailed talks 
pith Mr. Arafat on extricat* 
k the I mg soldiers from the West 

lisheri Bank. 

311 article “We conunue exactly 


dule,” Mr. Beilin told Reu- 
ters. 

Syria said meanwhile the 
assassination of Mr. Rabin 
had left the region with a 
greater need for peace. 

"The Middle E»t is now, 
more than anytime before, in 
bad need for a just and com- 
prehensive peace, a peace 
which mil put an end to the 
region's tragedies.” the offi- 
cial daily A1 Baath said. 

'The Israeli side is now 
required to adopt a specific 
and public position accepting 
full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon." Al Thawra said in 
another political comment. 


^telephones accoring to the time sche- 

;ymbjf £“?* Peres seeks ‘peace cabinet 


The backing of these de- 
puties would improve Mr. 
Peres's parliamentary major- 
ity. but still leave it slim at 
only 68 in the 120-seat Knes- 
set. 

But a Likud leader and 
former defence minister. 
Ariel Sharon, said be was 
"outraged" at these early 
contacts "while Rabin's tomb 
is still fresh." 

"First we need to make 
peace between the Jews and 
for that Peres must set up a 
dialogue with the right, 
otherwise we are going to run 
into a catastrophe,** he 
warned. 


Ijjgj 

d without h 

isaieflectin ^ Mr. Ramon ^ lcI il be 
inism J ? known thaT he is ready to 
, ur ihe take pan in the team given 
P^ple than, |q the new circumstances.” And 
period since [h, according to those dose to 
n of him, he covets either the job 

> have contrived ° f foreign 0r intcrior minis ' 

Two deputies from t h c 

y a gathering j„ small ultra-orthodox parties, 
nd the odds ar lhe Sbas and United Tora 
will be Judaism, have also tdld Mr. 
nerit- Peres they would be prepared 

oi thejr to take part in a Labour-led 
mobiles. Adam coalition "on certain condi- 

* not equipped “ ons -” 

nJ U.S. Congress shows support 

they drift i n the (Continued from page 1) 

^on of awaj 

3 cast into onto me J ! 11 ' . . , ... 

v h-p . A renewal of the facihta- 
, T? 1 * '■ lion an that would keep the 

act gnashing of assistance flowing for 18 
months is expected to be 
Ion this as Isa. debated in coming weeks. 

■» wnih Meanwhile in New York. 

s®* the U.N. Security Council in 
oar regular New York observed a minute 
3le. The sooth- of silence in memory of the 
of chatter and slaiD lsraeIi leader. 

vas consult ? i "u Cli 5 ,on 

k u ... . • Monday spoke bnefly with 

by shnll nnj Mr. Arafat by telephone be- 
until we wo* fore leaving Israel after 
we had bea attending the funeral of Mr. 
o a space-in vtf Rabin - Mr - Hinton’s spokes- 
*if . man said, 
the sound g while House spokesman 
tods abandons Mike McCurry told reporters 
pursuits he aboard Mr. Clinton’s plane as 
e hip with apk hc flew badc 10 Washington 


that the president expressed 
understanding for Mr. Ara- 
fat’s decision not to attend 
the funeral for protocol and 
security reasons. 

"The president jusr had a 
five-minute conversation 
with Chairman Arafat." Mr. 
McCurry said. 

He quoted Mr. Clinton as 
telling the PLO leader: "I did 
not want to leave the region 
without touching base. 1 
understand the dignified way 
in which you handled this 
very tragic episode.** 

Mr. McCurry said "Arafat 
not going was a result of 
protocol issues and security 
issues." He said one factor 
was concern over how the 
Israeli right wing would react 
if Mr. Arafat attended the 
funeral. 


to- Wayne** Probe focuses on conspiracy 

]t of time, tte (Continued from page 1) • 'nsning by accusations that at 
a$t one pea . best it neglected to uproot 

; n ® nto a bookstand pictures oCj., such elements from its midst 
• , , . y* Rabm I*** successor.' and that, at worst, it promp- 

lobile telepbftt Snirnon Peres, both dangling 
against & from gallows. Underneath 


y _ 

was the inscription," Yigal 
.. Amir lives." 

0 imagine This would once have been 
ma suiTOunflfffi dismissed as babble by a 

conversations harmless lunatic fringe. But 
ins to impro 1 now Israel’s leaders are be- 

iStois by to- “*=' the mfli,ants 

date in the sub- ori Orr, chairman of the 

1 them at parliament’s foreign affairs 
tervals wive and defence committee, said 

- husbands tbs Monday that Israel should 
1 trasDaDui have come down harder on 

itting cold, ptt the extremists. 

their spoo#> "Deep down, we believed 
ill be delayed sit wouldn't really happen,” 
hiirdres- Mr - 0rT told the Associated 
*>» ha f^Press. “After what has hap- 
me people arc" ^ our thinking about 
r paramours k 1 Jewish extremists has 
ryst, the scepo- changed, and we will take it 
r ailin g back b 311 “u* more seriously." 

Israel’s security services 
om backgtw^bavg refrained from taking 
true the lough methods they have 
the one w Wused against Arabs against 
.-mired 2 i^ die Jewish extremists who 
° niv vowed to topple Mr. Rabin 

it penuvs • after be signed the first peace 
iture is agreement with Palestinian 
f me. Is it leader Yasser Arafat in 1993. 
t business Mr- Peres — reportedly 
import^ ?*» targeted by the assailant 
lbs met Wrth police and secur- 
/ are beruiw hy officials Monday to dis- 
tils? ^ cracking down harder on 

ly» Is tbc ^ 3 sxtremists and enforcing laws 
Amman that ^incitement. 

than ™ nght-wing opposition. 

low manyo^ \ ra fat urges fight against extremism 

(Continued from page 1) 

[Jje pace of ^ log ^ ja Vest ; n Palestinian 
-handed to ^ »eas in the Gaza Strip and 

ZfeFtari- 


ted the repeated cries of 
“Rabin traitor" and “Rabin 
murderer.” promised support 
for any crackdown. 

“Their language, culture 
and ideology is totally diffe- 
rent from that of 99 per cent 
of the public,” said Likud 
legislator Tzahi Hanegbi. 
himself once described by 
Mr. Rabin as an inciter. 

Baruch Marael, leader of 
Kach, said the emphathised 
with the gunman. 

‘*1 have the feeling (the 
assassin had) al! the time, but 
I control myself. I know what 
his moods are. I feel it every 
day that I am angry," said 
Mr. Maizcl, who has spent 
months under bouse arrest 
after praising the Hebron 
mosque killer, Goldstein. 

“Anything can happen 
with people with their back to 
the wall," he warned. 

Raviv, head of Eyal who 
praised the assassin im- 
mediately after the funeral, 
spoke to Israeli army radio 
from hiding to say he feared 
arrest. 

"We are a legal movement 
and so I don’t know why 
there's all this pursuit after 
members of our movement," 
Mr. Raviv said. But, while 
denying any involvement, he 
acknowledged the assassin 
was a member of his orga- 
nisation. 


“There will be no peace 
we ad an, stability in ihe entire 

loctrine oi Middle East if the Palesri- 
tfaal nara will not have real de- 

locietfcs: ? l °pment and reconstruc- 

jf tbe utility 1 


> . i 

O' ton starts," Mr. Arafat told 
n 9 k meeting. 

ss la* er ' A* He urged the Palestinians 
be case, lel n exile to put more money in 
he oroud jew projects in Gaza and the 
.. Phones Jfw Bank and complained 

. V !#• ^ — t * OXK>r wcre a® 1 

iiDp 1 ®^ .ugffl. Jving enough to the Palesii- 
e-OpP^ ‘ qiH "2 authority, 
ourselves .i He promised that his 
tnvs 3 s Narional Author- 

^ t m the & ? (PNA) would do every- 
>ut 1 ^ Jin S it could to protect pri- 
jefgonc 7 \ oD if “te investment in the self ; 
inor ana 1 . lie areas. 

occupied Jerusalem,, 
h-is c 10 officials said the assas- 
odly n , 9tC s !t1 ®adon of Mr. Rabin could 
tnan 10 changes that would 

- battle jengthen die peace process 

Is Jew,sh 


|fijr They said that while it was 
r a $ “I too early to judge what 

froHJ f io0- .* Rabin's death would 
-«nni ca h<itf nn B to. Israel's domestic 
1,11 ind * ^ 5enc * foreign policy would 

Sived 11 ' 


not change dramatically 
under Mr. Peres. 

“We are certain that Mr. 
Peres will continue with the 
peace process. He has 
already informed us that it 
will continue and it is an 
irreversible option (for 
Israel)." said Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim, general secretary of 
the PNA. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a mem- 
ber of the PLO Executive 
Committee and an expert on 
Israeli affairs said: "It is not 
easy for the state of Israel to 
turn its back to agreements 
signed ... 1 don’t expect to 
see crucial changes in Israeli 
foreign policy." 

**I think that Peres is cap- 
able of leading the govern- 
ment and of uniting the 
Labour Party. This would 
strengthen its standing in the 
coming elections," he said. 

The head of the Society of 
Arab Studies in Jerusalem, 
Ishaq Budeiri, was also cau- 
tious about the future. 
"Rabin was the strong man of 
Israel and the Labour Party 
and could take major deci- 
sions in consultation with 
Israeli generals. 



French police patrol a market in Paris after an explosion there injured several people (AFP photo) 

French suburban unrest raises fears of ‘intifada’ 


By John Chalmers 
Reuter 

MANTES-LA-JOL1E. 
France — "1 was bom here, 
but I don’t feel French. I’m 
an Arab," said Rachid, one 
of a group of youths sitting 
aimlessly around a dilapi- 
dated shopping precinct in 
this economic disaster zone 
north-west of Paris. 

Behind the Val-Fourre 
precinct's vandalised stores 
and crumbling pavements 
rise drab apartment blocks, 
each with its own cluster of 
satellite dishes. 

"It makes people feel at 
home. They watch televi- 
sion from 'North Africa.- 
programmes in Arabic." 
said Mohammad. 

Rachid and Mohammad 
are typical of a new genera- 
tion of “beurs" — French 
youths of North African 
origin — who have spumed 
the values of a country they 
believe has rejected them. 

T can go to a factory and 
ask for a job, but when they 
see Mantes-Ia-Jolie on my 
papers there's no hope." 
Rachid said. "If they don't 
want us. then we don’t want 
them." 

He said nine out of 10 of 
his friends were unem- 
ployed. 

Once hailed as a leap 


forward in urban comfort, 
estates such os Val-Fourre 
were thrown up in haste in 
the 1950s and 1960s to cope 
with a baby boom, a wave 
of immigrants and French 
“pieds noirs” — settlers 
fleeing Algeria after the 
North African country won 
independence. 

With the onset of mass 
unemployment in the 
1980s. the social architects* 
dream turned to a night- 
mare — many of the big- 
city suburbs, known as 
"banlieues," are now hot- 
beds of drug-dealing and 
violent crime. 

A reqent report by the 
police intelligence commis- 
sion revealed that violence 
and crime were now com- 
mon in two-thirds of French 
suburbs, irrespective of 
whether they had large im- 
migrant populations or not. 

Of more than 1,000 
neighbourhoods studied, a 
core of about 200 were 
found to suffer from an 
'.'extremely high” lack of 
security. There the police, 
fire bridage and authorities 
in general “command neith- 
er fear nor respect." it said. 

Tension in the suburbs 
has been high in recent 
weeks since a wave of 
bombings in Paris and near 
the central city of Lyon. 


which have killed seven 
people and injured about 
170. 

Algeria's shadowy armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) has 
claimed responsibility. It 
wants France, the former 
colonial power, to end its 
support for the military- 
backed Algiers authorities 
who cancelled a 1992 elec- 
tion which Muslim fun- 
damentalists were poised to 
win. 

The authorities, believe 
Muslim extremists have re- 
cruited young delinquents 
and converts to fun- 
damentalism from France's 
depressed suburbs to carry 
out the three-month bomb- 
ing campaign. 

In a huge security opera- 
tion codenamed "vigipi- 
rate" the authorities have 
stepped up the police pre- 
sence in cities and assigned 
thousands of army person- 
nel to police duties. 

About two million spot 
identity checks, usually on 
people such as Rachid and 
Mohammad, have been car- 
ried out since the operation 
was launched. Muslims in 
France overwhelmingly 
oppose the bombings and 
say they are being victi- 
mised by the checks. 

"I have my papers check- 
ed at least twice a day. even 


outside my own home," 
said one of thier friends, 
who slunk off before the he 
could be asked any more 
questions. 

"Look at my face." said 
another. "To the police and 
the rich people in Paris I'm 
a bomber." 

Resentment has boiled 
over in past week, with cars 
and buildings being set on 
fire and clashes between 
police and disgruntled 
youths becoming an almost 
nightly occurence in de- 
pressed, high-immigrant 
neighbourhoods such as 
Val-Fourre. 

Many fear that violent 
rebellion by communities 
which have lived for so long 
on the fringes of society is 
turning the banlieues into 
U.S.-style urban ghettos. 

Others, pointing to a 
growing Islamic movement, 
talk more ominously of 
France's very own "inrifa- 
da.” 

Christian Bachmann. a 
sociologist and author of a 
new book on urban vio- 
lence. said Minister for In- 
tegration Eric Raoult's 
.promise to add muscle to 
policing in the suburbs was 
dangerous. 

“That treats trouble with 
more trouble." Mr. Bach- 
mann said. There is an ur- 


gent need to calm people 
down, otherwise we are 
heading for an intifada. 
Even if we are a long way 
from the situation in American 
suburbs, the trend is wor- 
rying." 

Francois Cremieux. 
secretary-general of the 
anti-racist group SOS- 
Racisme, said words like, 
“intifada" were dangerous. 

“But it is true that we are 
heading for an explosion in 
the banlieues," he told 
Reuters. "Over the next 10 
or 20 years French society is 
going to have to spend 
monumental amounts of 
energy and money on the 
banlieues:" „ ' 

Some of the frustrations 
are linked to President Jac- 
ques Chirac’s campaign 
promises of a war on unem- 
ployment and efforts to 
help the homeless and rhe 
poor to avert what he called 
a looming "social explo- 
sion." 

He changed his emphasis 
last month when he said 
that French first needed 
two years of fiscal austerity. 

Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe has held two ministe- 
rial meetings on security in 
the suburbs and will 
announce a special plan to 
improve life in such neigh- 
bourhoods later this month. 


Trumpeted as a “Mar- 
shall plan." the package is 
expected to include mea- 
sures to create as manv as 
100.000 jobs, with 30^000 
specifically for people 
under 25. and improve pub- 
lic services. 

Mr. Raouit has said state 
spending on urban affairs 
will rise by 6.5 per cent, or 
nine billion francs (SI. 8 bil- 
lion). next year despite a 
drive to cut the state deficit. 

Dalil Boubakeur. head of 
the main mosque in Paris, 
says people are wrong to 
make an automatic link be- 
tween the problem of sub- 
urb delinquents and the. 
more than four million 
Muslims that live in France.' 

The number of French 
mosques has risen to about 
130 from just a handful 15 
years ago and there are now 
thousands of prayer halls 
where before there were 
almost none. 

That, Mr. Boubakeur 
said, was a reflection of the 
malaise in Muslim com- 
munities. 

“It is true that when 
someone has a problem, 
socially speaking, the 
attraction of religion is 
much stronger.” he told 
Reuters. "Islam's message 
is peaceful, one of toler- 
ance." 


Crown Prince condoles Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

paying condolences to Leah 
Rabin at her home in. Tel 
Aviv. 

King Hussein, who 
attended the funeral, made 
his first visit to Jerusalem 
since Israel seized the east of 
the Holy City in 1967. His 
stay in the city was restricted 
to West Jerusalem. 

Prince Hassan, accompa- 
nied by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid and 
Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Israel Marwan Muasher also 
met with Israel President 
Ezer Weizman in the pre- 
sence of Israel's Ambassador 
to Jordan Shimon Shamir and 
Israeli Minister of the En- 
vironment Yossi Sand. 

Prince Hassan presented 
his condolences to the presi- 


dent and the Israeli people on 
the death of Mr. Rabin. The 
Crown Prince and the Israeli 
president reaffirmed their 
countries’ commitment to the. 
peace process. 

Following his meeting with 
the president. Prince Hassan 
told journalists that Jordan 
was keen on going ahead with 
the peacebuilding process. 

He stressed that Jordan’s 
commitment to peacebuild- 
ing remains firm, adding that 
nothing and no circumstances 
like this can make it change 
its position. 

The Crown Prince later vi- 
sited Mr. Rabin's home in 
Tel Aviv and presented his 
condolences to the late prime 
minister's widow ‘Leah 
Rabin. 

The Prince returned home 
late Tuesday. 


Israelis flock to Rabin’s tomb 


(Continued 

nedy did. It shows rhe soli- 
darity of the United States, 
but now we have to continue 
to go forward. 

“Without him, it will be 
hard,” he added, nodding to- 
wards Mr. Rabin’s final rest- 
ing place. 

Saudi Arabia on Tuesday 
condemned the assassination 
of Mr. Rabin and expressed 
hope his death would not 
have a negative effect on the 
Middle East peace process. 

"We condemn all acts of 
violence and terrorism. Our 
history has always been 
against violence.” a senior 
Saudi official in the kingdom 
told Reuters. 

Foreign ministers of the 
Saudi-dominated Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) on 
Sunday regretted Mr. 
Rabin’s death but said they 
were confident the Middle 
East peace process would 
continue. 

Some members of the 
GCC. which also includes 


from page 1) 

Kuwait. Qatar, Bahrain. 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates, issued independent 
condemnation of the attack. 

The senior Saudi official 
said: "This act was directed 
against the peace process. 
We hope this process will 
continue on track." 

Kuwaiti newspaper editor- 
ialists paid tribute to Mr. 
Rabin and called for a rap- 
prochement between Arab 
countries and the Jewish 
state. 

“The blind bullets may 
have got the better of Rabin 
and (Egyptian President) 
Anwar Sadat but not their 
ideas," the editorialist at Al 
Seyassah said. Sadat was 
assassinated in 1981, four 
years after he made peace 
with Israel. 

"Those who believe in 
peace are growing in number. 
There’s no other choice. 
Peace is not someone you can 
murder. It’s the only feasible 
way in the Middle East." 


Aid expo confirms emergency 
relief is big business 


By Philippe Naughtoo 
Reuter 

GENEVA ■— After ihe 
Armenian earthquake in 
December 1988. Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
threw his country's borders 
open to international aid 
for the first time and the 
response was incredible. 

France alone sent two 
boatloads of used clothing 
for the half-million home- 
less. Cuba sent rescue 
teams in socialist solidarity 
and an emotional appeal by 
a doctor in Yerevan pro- 
duced no less than 37 kid- 
ney dialysis machines. 

Yet for George Reid, 
who was heading an Inter- 
national Red Cross disaster 
team in the republic, much 
of it was useless. 

The Cubans were not 
prepared for the Armenian 
winter, bundles of used clo- 
thing blocked the Soviet 
transport system — and 
most of the kidney 
machines arrived too late to 
help the crushed earth- 
quake victims. 

What Mr. Reid and his 
Red Cross colleagues 
needed most urgently 
was... carbon paper. 

“The Soviet system 
would not work without 
carbon paper... one copy 
for the man at the airport, 
one for his boss, another 
copy for bis boss, and so 
on." says Mr. Reid. 

■ "In the end. we diverted 
a plane to Frankfrut and 
just flooded the Soviet Un- 
ion with carbon paper." 


Mr. Reid, a former jour- 
nalist who spent five years 
as a Scottish nationalist 
member of the British par- 
liament in the 1970s and 
more than a decade in the 
Red Cross movement, has a 
supply of stories about the 
pitfalls of uncoordinated 
disaster relief. 

He is finding them useful 
in his latest role as spokes- 
man for Worldaid 96. the 
first trade show and confer- 
ence devoted to the 
emergency relief aid. The 
project is' backed by the 
United Nations and main 
voluntary aid agencies. 

The show, to be held in 
Geneva from Sept. 30 to 
Oct. 4 next year, starts from 
the premise th3i emergency 
relief is now big business. 

Its customers may be the 
poorest in the world and its 
backers always pleading 
poverty, but turnover has 
risen by more than 300 per 
cent since the early 1980s. 

According to the orga- 
nisation for economic coop- 
eration and development, 
an estimated $8 billion will 
be spent this year helping 
the victims of disasters and 
conflict. 

Experts say (hat while 
official budgets for long- 
term development shrink, 
the high-profile nature of 
emergencies is increasingly 
attractive to governments 
eager for publicity. 

“Eight billion, that's big 
bananas." said Mr. Reid in 
an interview. "Any other 
busines* of that size would 


have had iis own trade show 
years ago.” 

The Worldaid Expo will 
bring the companies who 
supply aid agencies 
together with the agencies 
and their buyers. 

Food is the biggest item 
on the agencies' budget but 
the aid market is a lucrative 
one for car and truck manu- 
facturers as well as 
thousands of companies 
with specialised products 
such as mine-detectors, 
temporary hospitals, or wa- 
ter supply equipment. 

Transport, for example, 
whether it be chartering 
huge Russian cargo planes 
or buying Japanese four- 
wheel drive vehicles, will 
cost aid agencies more than 
SI billion this year. 

The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICPC) has no less than 
2.025 vehicles and in the 
whole Red Cross and Red 
Crescent there are more 
than 20.000. 

Mr. Reid says that with a 
year to go. half the space 
available in Geneva's 
Palexpo Exhibition Centre 
is already booked up. Ab- 
out 100 companies have re- 
served stands in the past 
few months and a further 
250 have expressed interest. 

Parallel with the trade 
show, a conference on the 
aid business will hear 
speakers including agency 
chiefs, international perso- 
nalities and critics of the 
industry. 

An important goal for the 


organisers, who hope to re- 
peat Worldaid every two 
years, is for the conference 
to produce a practical code 
of conduct for relief opera- 
tions. 

Although 40 major orga- 
nisations have adopted a 
code of conduct regarding 
the ethics of their overseas 
operations, there is no simi- 
lar code governing the prac- 
ticalities of a relief action 
after, for example, a flood 
in Bangladesh, 

An example given by 
Worldaid is that goods are 
often sent in boxes with no 
outward sign of what they 
contain — why not use a 
system of bar codes that 
could be read by handheld 
scanners, allowing relief 
organisers to track" exactly 
what supplies had been sent 
where? 

Another problem that 
will be discussed is the pro- 
liferation of agencies, many 
devoid of proper organisa- 
tion. Much of the aid to 
Bosnia in the past four 
years was delivered by peo- 
ple who simply got in their 
cars and drove it in. 

"You have to ask vour- 
self, why are there' 900 
voluntary agencies working 
in Bangladesh? Is that effi- 
cient?" said Mr. Reid. 

"We hope to make it all 
more efficient. If we can 
achieve savings of just five 
per cent in the money spent 
on humanitarian aid. that's 
already another $400 mil- 
lion that can be spent on the 
victims." 
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OAPEC: Arabs need $139 bUlion 
for energy expansion till 2010 


Low oil price, quota-busting limit t 
OPEC’s 1996 options 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states need to pump 
more than $139 billion over 
the next 15 years into ex- 
panding their energy sector 
to face a projected growth in 
world demand, an official 
group said Tuesday. 

The projects cover oil and 
gas exploration , development 
of existing fields, and im- 
provement of transport facili- 
ties for crude, gas and pet- 
rochemicals, the Organisa- 
tion of Arab Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OAPEC) 
said. 


“The investments will also 
involve modifications at re- 
gional oil refineries to meet 
new world environmental 
standards,” it said in a study, 
obtained here. 


the world’s proven crude re- 
serves of around one trillion 
barrels. 

Most Gulf states have 
already been involved in 
plans to boost oil output 
capacity to face a steady rise 
in consumption worldwide. 

Independent estimates 
have shown three Arab Gulf 
nations — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — need to 
spend more than $50 billion 
until 2000 to expand their 
crude oil industry. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
oil superpower, has approved 
plans to develop its giant 


nearly $30 billion to nearly 
double production to six mil- 
lion b/d. 

But Gulf Arabs have 
warned long-term expansion 
plans could falter if crude 
prices remained low and in- 
dustrial nations pressed 
ahead with proposals to im- 
pose more energy taxes that 
could slow down growth in 
demand. 

“Can Arab states face the 
financial challenge of ex- 
panding their energy produc- 
tion capacities?" asked the 
10- nation OAPEC. 


regional states would account 
for the bulk of the rise in 
global demand of between 
eight million and 10 million 
b/d by the year 2010. 


Experts said most Arab 
states could be forced to 
readmit foreign partners they 
kicked out three decades ago 
in a nationalisation drive. 
They said this would help 
them ensure both funds and 
technology for energy expan- 
sions. 


plans to develop its giant 
desert field of Shaybah to 
produce around 500,000 bar- 


The Kuwaiti-based group 
gave no breakdown for the 
investment but experts said 
most of the projects would be 
carried out in the Gulf, home 
to more than 60 per cent of 


rels per day (b/d) and main- 
tain its output capacity at 10 
million b/d by the year 2000. 

Kuwait and the UAE plan 
to raise capacity to over three 


to raise capacity to over three 
million b/d from around 2.5 
million b/d currently while 
Iraq said last month it needed 


“Can they raise funds at a 
time when oil consumers are 
imposing discriminatory mea- 
sures against oil imports?” it 
said in a reference to the 
carbon tax proposed by the 
European Union to limit 
crude consumption in a bid to 
protect the environment. 


OAPEC did not elaborate 
on the increase in Arab pro- 
duction capacities but noted 


Iraq has already made 
dear it would invite foreign 
investors for oil projects once 
crippling United Nations 
sanctions were lifted. Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait have also 
indicated they might take 
back foreign partners. 

Most regional states have 
been hit hard by low crude 
prices, with their budgets suf- 
fering from defidts and over- 
seas reserves drained by per- 
sistent withdrawals to finance 
growing development. 
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LONDON (R) — Chronic 
overproduction and low oil 
prices give the Organistion of 
the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) little 
room to manoeuvre when it 
meets in rwo weeks to decide 
1996 production levels. 

OPEC's lack of derivatives 
was evident again: last 

month when, according to a 
Reuter survey of industry 
participants, output rose to 
25.5 million barrels per day 
(b/d). up 240,000 b/d from 
September and nearly a mil- 
lion b/d over its 24.52 million 
b/d ceiling, in place but usual- 
ly ignored since September 
1993. 

OPEC is most likely to 
hold the ceiling unchanged 
for all of next year with an 
option to revise it at midyear 
if needed, OPEC delegates 
say. 

“The cheating is the final 
nail in the coffin. First we 
have high non-OPEC output, 
then a low price and now high 
OPEC output. We have no 
choice but a rollover.” a 
senior OPEC offidal said. 

When OPEC last met in 
June, several ministers hinted 
that the group would raise its 
ceiling next year to win back 
some market share lost to 
prolific non-OPEC produc- 
ers. 

But the temptation by 
some group members to 
pump up the volumes and 
continued record-setting out- 
put from several non-OPEC 
producers in the North Sea 
and Latin America have kil- 
led these aspirations. 

“OPEC is in a strait- 
jacket. They should probably 
cut production but it would 
be politically impossible to 
pul! off.” said oil analyst 
Geoff Pyne of investment 
bank UBS. 

Last month, Nigeria re- 
corded the biggest OPEC 
production increase though 
Iran. Kuwait, Qatar. Saudi 
Arabia and UAE were also 
up from September, the Reu- 
ter survey found. 

Venezuela was still over- 
shooting its quota by the big- 
■ gest margin and though its 
'5.72 million b/d output was 
steady from September, it 
was some 360.000 b/d wer its 
quota. 

The dire financial' situa- 
tions in both Venezuela and 
Nigeria, OPEC's largest non- 


Mideast producers, mean 
neither is expected to turn ‘ 
down the taps voluntarily, 
OPEC delegates say. 

“In both Venezuela and 
Nigeria, oil ministers have 
little say. The oil companies 
rule there. The best we can 
hope is they don't increase by 
too much more.” a senior 
Gulf delegate said. __ 

At their Nov. 21 meeting in 
Vienna some OPEC minis- 
ters. including those from the 
influential Mideast Gulf, will 
chastise the most blatant 
quota-busters like Vene- 
zuela, Nigeria and tiny Qatar 
but the criticism will remain 
behind closed doors and the 
meeting will probably be 
brief. OPEC delegates said. 

“It will be done quietly. It 
is best to avoid public debate. 
It will be a quick meeting,” 
one OPEC Gulf delegate 
said. 

Venezuelan Oil Minister 
Erwin Arrieta. currently 
OPEC's president. Monday 
again blamed “secondary 


sources” who miscaltuiate 

Venezuelan production fi- 
gures. . ... 

But sources, including 
several senior Venezuelan 
officials, put the country’s 
wellhead crude output over 
2.7 million b/d. 

Most of Venezuela's ex- 
ports go directly into its own 
downstream system in the 
United States where it is the 
largest foreign oil supplier, 
surpassing Saudi Arabia this 
year. 

Iran. OPEC's second 
largest producer, was seen 
slightly over quora last month 
after capitalising on a suc- 
cessful marketing campaign 
to replace sales lost by the 
U.S. boycott. 

OPEC heavyweight Saudi 
Arabia pumped S. 14 million 
b/d in October, up from 8.07 
million b/d in September but 
the kingdom supplied less to 
the market. Saudi sources 


estimate of wellhead flow*: 


OPEC states based on 
views of officials, indua*, 


The Reuter survey re- 
leased Tuesday seeks a best 


monitors and analysts msS: 
and outside member cqu). 
tries. OPEC quotas are based 
on supply to market, defin^ 
to include movements to, 
not sales from storage.- - 

Traders said that Wnfle 
market has accepted citing 
OPEC output, any. mens* 
would result in a price fefl 

“The market is expecting 
and has factored in a.mBbv. 
er. Any increase would 
bad." said Bo Van Wjjk^ 
derivatatives specialist « 
broker Amerex. 

High world oil output and 
sluggish demand as the lack 
of supply anxiety has led. aft 
companies to allow stoddha 
dwindle have kept pressan 
on oil prices. 

On Tuesday, the- 'weft 
benchmark North Sea etui 
oil Brent Blend hovefrd 
around 516.45 a barrel. scs* 
S3 below the 1995 high.hitii 
May. * I 
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Arab Gulf countries open 
meeting on mining projects 


JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — Arab Gulf states 
opened a conference Tuesday 
to discuss projects in their 
untapped mining sector in a 
drive to diversify their oil- 
dependent economies and cut 
a large metal import bill. 

The two-day meeting, the 
first of its kind, would include 
several mining projects that 
could be earned out jointly 
by the public and the private 
sectors in the six-nation Gulf 
.Cooperation Council (GCC), 
officials said. 

“The seminar is intended 
to discuss ways to develop 
this sector and increase pri- 
vate investment in it,” said a 
statement by the Saudi oil 


and mineral resources minis- 
try, which is organising the 
meeting. 

“It will be an important 
opportunity for officials and 
businessmen from member 
states to sit and discuss such 
projects and get acquainted 
with the potentials of the 
mining sector in Saudi Arabia 
and other GCC states,” the 
statement added. 

Officials said the projects 
involved coppeT, gold, man- 
ganese, iron, chrome, mag- 
nesium. phosphates, gypsum 
and other ores existing in the 
Oil-rich region. 

Oman and Saudi Arabia 
have already opened their 
mining industry to the private 


sector as part of economy 
reforms to offset low od< 
prices. 
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Official figures showed pri- 
vate investment in the SanK 
cement industry and mining 
sector exceeded seven bilHoi 
Saudi riyals ($1.86 bilhon) 
during the previous five-year 
development plan, which en- 
ded in 1994. 
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“Saudi Arabia is workinj 
to encourage national and 
foreign investment in its eco- 
nomic sector, including tim- 
ing which constitutes one d 
the main features in plans to 
expand the economic base." 
the Saudi statement said. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Milfo ArjjJrion 


Unscramble ibeseTour Jumbtos, 
one letter to each square, to lonn 
fouroKflnary words. 


ALVIA 


Yomcfcrthes w|*como 
out sod and Butty 




Save lA/ater... livery, drop counts ! 


THE Daily Crossword by Ronald C. Hirschfeld 


ACROSS 
1 Naughty kids 
5 Happy 
9 Cottonwood 

14 Food regimen 

15 Tops 

16 Mature 

17 River to the 
Baltic 

18 Kismet 

19 Small hill 

20 Position open to 
attack 

23 Sw/rt 

24 Vane dir. 

25 Greek letter 
27 Sayings 

30 Deck drains 

35 Tilt 

36 Old TV sitcom 

37 Jean — Godard 
(French film 
director) 

38 Where to sign 

42 Haw" 

43 Lace again 

44 Arabian gulf 

45 Claim as one's 
Own 

47 Hemingway 

49 — pros (law 
term) 

50 Heel 

51 Asian sea 

54 Obey the rules 
61 Kind of strike 

63 Medley 

64 Pervasive 
quality 

65 Rock 

66 Appoint 

67 Raise 

68 Indian dwelling 

69 Stout and porter 

70 Morse code 
dashes 


ho rnii 2 (is 



“Norma/fy / don’t notice such things, 
but did you change your mascara?" 



The non-oil mining sect® 
in the GCC, which alsc 
groups Bahrain. Kuwait 
Qatar and ihe United Aral 
— Emirates (JJftE). has rc 
_mained largely unexploitd 
as die six members have coW 
centrated on the develop 
meat of their energy indu* 
try. 
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Now arrange ihe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


(Answers tomorrow) 

YosiortiQ/a I Ju TT * ,l »: VIPER GASSY NICELY ABLAZE 
I ■ Answer. How the piiia maker described bis job — 
EASY AS PIE 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 8, 19K 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study just how your dynamic 
friends have become' successW 
and try today to emulate them.; 
Then get together socially wilt 
close associates. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2D) 
If you are more cognizant of 
current mechanisms aid 
methods at this time, you cai 
utilise them to your greater 
advantage. 


27 |28 T29 


132 T33 (34 


151 152 1 53 


[54 155 156 157 


<3 1995 Tribune Media Services, ine 
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DOWN 

1 Pedestal figure 

2 Kind of skirt 

3 Hammer part 

4 Potency 

5 Faux pas 

6 Goldbrick 

7 Against 

8 Bambi, e.g, 

9 Vessel for 59D 


10 Slaving players 

1 1 Footless animal 
1? Pinochle term 
13 Sole 

21 Small bill 

22 Piano practice 
piece 

26 Mimicked 

27 Hilo hello 

28 Eatery 

29 Fall flower 

30 French 
composer, Erik 

31 Pretty 

32 Slur over 

33 Magic charms 

34 Aroma 

36 Lucretia — 

(social reformer) ■ 

39 Therefore 

40 Distributed 
cards 

41 Renter 

46 Connected to a 
computer 
network 

47 Reverberates 

48 “Norma — " 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


IQOH □DLH3Q □□□□ 
■BD U I3DU13 □□□□ 
1UU U BBHBBQMIBPB 
IQQQQQQO BQDQQQ 

■ OQEU3Q QQQQ 

iBaoiia anas □□□ 

IL3K3CJ UfflJUQQ QUO 
IE3HQ B QQfl HQBOB 
— pnuu ue □□□□ 
i nn 

■ ddqq oaaaa 

in nnn B HBBnnnn 

iuaaaoauuu aaua 
[qqq n ooan gggg 
■a auUbu □□□□ 


51 Aide: abbr. 

52 Solemn 
ceremony 

53 On 

55 Chaplin's wife 

56 Middle East 
airline 



GEMINI: (May 21 to June 20 
You can see where you' « 
headed more dearly at tins wk 
and you can make new plans fe 
expansion. Consult an expert k 
advice. 


MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 v 
July 21) This is a good day tod* 
to be with successful persons* 
business who can give you ngt* 
ideas for your own advancentt* 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2L 
Think about the most outsuw 
ing personalities of your * 
quaintances and contact dm 
today for ideas which can & 
helpful to you. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septet 
her 22) Add pizzazz to any career 
activities you are doing and g*k 
greater benefits from them. TW 
get together socially with fcflo* 
associates. 


LpRA: (September 23 to Oct* 


— — — iu vvw 

ber 22) Get right into the amuse- 
mena which fascinate you nx&fl 
and have a delightful time. Slop 
lee! mg sorry for yourself and gd 
together. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 » 
November 21) You can sflh* 
those problematic affairs vet] 
nicely at this time. Do soot 
entertaining at home Utter tfc* 
evening with your loved one. 

MuiTTARIUSk (November 2* 
to December 21) This is a go» 
day today to dasb about han&4 
important matters and geti&4 
the. right results. Drive caretdH 
while on the highway.' 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 » 
January 20) Be more modem ® 
handling business affairs tod# 
and be more willing to expa*® 
and you won't get lost in d* 
shuffle. 


57 Fourth 
dimension 

58 Notion 

59 O.T. patriarch 

60 Makes a 
mistake 

62 Bom 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 t° 
February 19) You have many 
fine ideas today and you should 
weed out those not so good aid 
get the others operating quickly 
for your success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mani 
20) This is a fine day today to 
putting your energy into private 
interest and improving them con-' 
stderabiy. Do something *° 
please your mate. 


Birthstone of November Tops*" 
— Tiger's Eye 
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lrn it Japan’s finance ministry gets drubbed over Daiwa 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
embattled finance ministry 
took a double bit Tuesday 
when a rival ministry attack- 
ed its handling of the Daiwa 
Bank scandal and a top 
brokerage said officials 
shouldn't meddle in private- 
sector matters. 

•■Japanese authorities', in- 
cluding the ministry of fi- 
aance, handling of the Daiwa 
Bank problem was not 
appropriate," Economic 


li Arabia is w- 
turage nation* . 
investment m£ 
ector, includir 
ib constitute e. 
n features in | u. 
the economic: 
di statement si 

ion-oil minis i . 

GCC. wtar. 

Bahrain, b 
tnd the Un»> 
ss (UAE),:'. 

largely uner. 
ix members tar 
jd on the te* 
f their energy : 
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(March 2) » V 
st bow your of- 
iave become ^ 
oday to emuliK : 
: together sod 3*! 
oriates. 

(April 20 » & 
ire more cop** 
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Plannsig Agency Minister 
faun a Miyazaki told a regu- 
lar dews conference. 

Criticism of die finance 
ministry for its handling of 
die Danfa case and the rest 
of Japan’s financial woes has 
mounted following the U.S. 
government’s announcement 
last Thursday of a . 24-count 
c riminal indictment against 
Daiwa. U.S. authorities also 
ordered Daiwa to dose its 
U.S. operations by Feb. 2. 

Finance ministry officials 
have been in the hoi seat 
along with Daiwa since 
admitting that they were told 
in early August that a Daiwa 
bond trader in New York had 
confessed to running up a 
$1.1 trillion loss on unautho- 
rised deals. 

Daiwa did not notify U.S. 
regulators until September. 

Mr. Miyazaki said the de- 
lay was “inappropriate” and 
die finance ministry could not 
be absolved of all blame. 

“If one thinks America was 
too tough, then one is lacking 
in international perspective," 
Ik added. 

The criticism came one day 
after the main opposition 
New Frontier Party decided 
to call for the resignation of 
Finance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura over the Daiwa 
scandal. 

"The incident is something 
like a national disgrace, so 
the responsibility of the fi- 
nance ministry cannot be 


ignored," Kyoto news agen- 
cy quoted a senior party offi- 
cial as saying. 

Mr. Takemn ra stopped 
short of shouldering the 
blame, but acknowledged 
that the ministry’s handling 
of the Daiwa case might have 
been inadequate. 

Mr. Takemura said the 
ministry should have realised 
that the Japanese way of 
dealing with financial scan- 
dals would not be acceptable 
in the United States and that 
inspections by Japanese and 
U.S. authorities as well as 
Daiwa were inadequate. 

He said the ministry would 
improve its inspection 
methods, especially of 
Japanese financial institu- 
tions* overseas units. 

The once-mighty finance 
ministry also came under fire 
from Nomura Securities, the 
nation’s largest brokerage, 
reportedly angered by a 
proposed merger of Daiwa 
and giant Sumitomo Bank. 

Japanese media reports 
said Nomura, which is 
Daiwa's largest shareholder 
with a 3.3 per cent stake, was 
opposed to a possible merger 
between Daiwa and Sumito- 
mo. Nomura has dose links 
to another rival bank, Sanwa. 

A Nomura spokesman said 
Nomura President Hideo 
Sakamaki met Daiwa presi- 
dent Takashi Kaiho Monday, 
but declined to comment on 
the reports that Mr. Sakama- 
ki had opposed the merger. 

Mr. Sakamaki told repor- 
ters after the meeting that a 
merger should go ahead only 
if it had the approval of all 
parties including sharehol- 
ders, bittiness partners and 
employees, Kyodo reported. 
He expressed disapproval of 
government officials taking 
the lead in restructuring the 
financial industry. 

Speculation has mounted 
that finance ministry officials 
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I LOUDON EXCHANGE RATES 

— — — 

U)NDON (R) — Following arc the buying and selling 
"'rides for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3528/38 

1.4124/34 

1.5820/30 

1.1398/08 

29.03/07 

4.8962/12 

1594.0/5.5 

103.17/27 

6.6970/70 

6.2430/80 

5.4718/18 

1.4132/42 

0.7530/35 

7.7329/39 
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Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders. 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


promoted the notion of a moil and to show that the maki as saying: ‘The times 

merger between Sumitomo ministry had the situation we are in do not call for 

and Daiwa to calm market under control. administrative authorities to 

worries about financial tur- * Kyodo quoted Mr. Saka- take this action or that." 
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ARAB BANK FIC 

JORBA* HAT TOTAL BANK 

BAflX OF JORDAN 

KX&&UE MET INVESTMENT BANK. 

XHDOai'KXAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN CDT,K BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC RANK 
BUSINESS HA NX 

JORDAN XMVEXTHEXT £ FINANCE BANK 
BETT fTLMAL SAVZHGftlNVESTaKMT VON HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA XHVIfSTMENT BANK. 


NO. OP 

SHARKS 

TRADED 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JS 


przv. ciosrec 

CLOSING PRZCE 
PRICE 


240.000 
4.470 
3. 620 
.1.-100 

2.400 

4.400 
2. 780 
1.140 
1.630 
1.360 
3.740 
1.310 

.990 
) .630 


340.000 
4 . 4t>0 
3.030 
1.200 

2.400 

4.400 
2.780 
1.160 

3.630 
3.360 
3.740 
3.300 
1.00Q 

1.630 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


INSURANCE SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LZH8C 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN PRESS rotJJfDATlON / ALRA'I 
LARXA PRIVATE 0NZVSRSITT 
ONION LAND DEVELOPMENT CORF. 


253068 INDEX NUMBER i 189.69 
CHANOB S rC.04X 


INDEX NUMBER: 129.0b 
CHANCE i 0.00* 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER: 126.90 
CHANGE < 0.00* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT PACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIMES 

THE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFIXlUtf 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MARUFACTUU1NU 

JORDAN CSKAM1C INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES NAMUFACTOXINC 

RA7IA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL OAMA DEVELOPMENT S INVESTMENT 
LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING L TRADING 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY • 

N ATIO NAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CKEK3CAL INDUSTRIES 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULP HO- CHEMICALS 

ARAB CEHIER FOR PHARH. 6 CHEMICALS 

KAWTHXK INVESTMERT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 
INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO 6 CIGARETTES 
UNION CHEMICAL £ VRGATIASLE OIL lMOUSTRX 

■INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX NUMBER! 
CHANGE : 


123.42 

1-0.06* 


410160 INDEX NUMBER: ISC. 99 
CHANGE * *0.04* 


NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


107425 

99672 
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Fixing dinar/doliar exchange the Jordanian dinar excl 
rate strengthens Jordanian 
currency, moneychangers say local market. He pointed 


** THE AIM of fixing a dinar/doliar ex- 
change rate was to remove all fears and 
silence all rumours about a dinar devaluation 
against the U.S. currency. Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor Mohammad Nabulsi 
has said. The measure also aimed at assuring 
the public of the stability of the dinar and 
enable depositors to benefit from the margin 
between interest rates on the dollar and on 
the dinar. Moneychangers gave varying analy- 
sis but all agreed that the decision to fix a 
dinar/doliar exchange rate was a step consoli- 
dating the stability of the dinar and attracting 
more investments. • 

Abdul Salam At Saudi said there wilt be no 
effect to fixing the exchange rate unless the 
Central Bank sells directly to moneychangers 
at the official 708 fils and buys from them at 
710 fils. Mr. Saudi said the CBJ decision to fix 
the dinar/doliar exchange rate meant currency 
stability to all those who deal with dollars. He 
pointed out that during the summer season, 
moneychangers were trading currencies, in- 
cluding the dollar, at rates below those 
officially set. 

Adnan Hamad said the CBJ decision im- 
proved the dinar exchange rate against the 
dollar and that reflected on all currencies 
linked to the dollar in favour of the Jordanian 
dinar. He noted that the dinar exchange rate 
improved by half a per cent. Mr. Hamad said 
there was a large supply of dollars after the 
CBJ announcement and that lowered the 
dollar’s exchange rate in the market despite 
the rise in the value of the dollar against other 
foreign currencies. The moneychanger said 
the timing of the CBJ move was good as it put 
an end to dinar devaluation rumours and 
consolidated the dinar's strength. 

Mohammad Beibars said that the market 
was still moving according to supply and 
demand despite the CBJ fixing of the dinar/ 
dollar exchange rate. He added that, howev- 
er, the CBJ action caused lower demand for 
dollars and lower supply of dinars in the 
market. Mr. Beibars explained that investors 
can now feel safe to deposit their funds at 
banks in dinars and for long periods to benefit 
from about eight per cent interest rate com- 
pared to about five per cent interest rate on 
dollar deposits. He noted that obvious trend 
has developed to buy development bonds and 
certificates of deposit issued by the CBJ. 

Mahmoud Abu Joudeh described the CBJ 
move as “a strong element for the stability of 


the Jordanian dinar exchange rate” and in- 
dicating that it would eliminate any attempt to 
speculate on the dinar exchange rate at the 
local market. He pointed out that after fixing 
the dinar/doliar exchange rate the supply of 
dollars is more than the demand for it (A1 
Aswaq). 

No more free phone calls 

BEGINNING JAN. 1, 1996 the Telecom - 1 
munications Corporation will cancel all free 
phone calls within the same goveraorate and, 
as such, will be charging all local phone calls* 
during the year. The corporation is now 
allowing each telephone line 400 local phone 
calls free of charge every three months and 




phone extra calls. In exchange, charges for 
national and international phone calls will be 
lowered, the minister of post and communica- 
tions said. He gave no details except to say 
that the rate of the reduction was still under 
study. The minister said that studies were also 
underway for restructing charges and making 
every govemorate a separate telephone cir- 
cuit in order to unify charges within each 
govemorate (A1 Ra’i). 

Price of bread may rise 

PRICE OF bread could be raised to 160 
fils a kilogramme under a government inten- 
tion to reconsider wheat prices and subsidies. 
Informed sources, who have been involved in 
preparing studies on the subject, said the 
measure will save the treasury about JD 85 
million a year. The sources said the govern- 
ment will continue to subsidise poor and 
low-income families by providing them with 
wheat at current prices. The Ministry of 
Supply will be taking special measures and 
procedures to ensure that wheat reaches all 
the needy at very reasonable prices and 
adequate subsidy, the sources said. They 
pointed out that the government win resort to 
this policy because the subsidy it provides 
goes mostly to non- Jordanians and capable 
Jordanians in addition to hotels and sweet 
shops (A1 Ra'i). 

Businessmen travel to 
Palestinian areas on Friday 

irtr A GROUP of 34 businessmen represent- 
ing various industrial sectors will travel to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas Friday for a six-day 
visit which aims at consolidating cooperation 
and coordination to market Jordanian and 
Palestinian products to outside market (A1 
Dus tour). 



Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Fivnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

in Um Uthalna, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms., 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished for- 
rent or safe 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tafc 810605, 810609, 810820 
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io Sports 


Doriemus wins Melbourne Cup 


MELBOURNE ( R) -- 
Favourite Double Trigger 
was ordered to undergo a 
drug?- test after New Zealand 
stayer Doriemus won the 
Melbourne Cup on Tuesday. 

After starting strongly, the 
Ascot Gold Cup winner fell 
away during the second half 
of the 3.2f*l-metre race to 
finish 1 7th. 

Double Trigger had re- 
lumed an "irregular swab" 
during a routine test before 
the. race. 


But the five-year-old 9-2 
favourite was allowed to start 
after an assurance from train- 
er Mark Johnston about the 
horse's condition, a Victoria 
Racing Club official said. 

The” Stewards' race report ' 
said top weight Double Trig- 
ger would undergo a swab 
resr after the race but the 
result would not be available 
for about a week, the official 
added. 


"Acting on Johnston's 
assurance and as the analyst 
was uncertain as to whether 


the irregularity was related to 
a prohibited substance, the 
stewards permitted Double 
Trigger to take part in the 
race.” she said. 

Johnston said after the race 
that Double Trigger looked 
fine and was kicking when 
stewards performed the swab 
test. 

"1 can't explain what hap- 
pened." Johnston said. 
"They (the stewards) took a 
post- face sample from him 
and told me at thif. stage not 
to be too concerned." 

Australian jockey Dantien 
Oliver guided Doriemus to a 
prestigious double in the 
Melbourne Spring Racing 
Carnival following the five- 
year-old's win in the Caul- 
field Cup two weeks ago. 

The gelding, which gave 
Australian trainer Lee Freed- 
man his third Melbourne Cup 
success in six years, won by 
four lengths from Nothin' 
Leica Dane, with 1993 win- 
ner Vintage Crop third in 
heavv conditions. 


Double Trigger finished 
about 50 lengths behind the 
winner. 


Doriemus, carrying 54.5kg 
and owned by Pacers' Austra- 
lia Syndicate from the West- 
ern Australia gold mining 
town of Kukooriie. started at 
MU. 


Elope in !WL 
Oliver, who rode Paris lane 
to second place behind Jeune 
in last year's Melbourne Cup. 
said his horse recovered su- 
perbly after a nervous start. 


After a relatively slow 
race. Doriemus held off a late 
challenge by Nothin' Leica 
Dane and then pulled clear in 
the final furlong to claim the 
1.3 million Australian dollars 
(S975.H00) first prize. 


"This horse is the best two- 
miler I've ever ridden. He’s 
probably the best stayer in 
the count rv." Oliver said. 


Seles, 

Graf 

back 

Aussie 


"Lee wanted the horse in 
the first four or five but he 
settled buck and 1 thought it 
better not to push the horse 
early, just to let him work his 
wav into the nice." 


boycott 

bid 


"l have had so much tuith 
in this horse for so long. I le is 
a sensational horse." Freed- 
man said. 


"The last 201) metres of the 
race seemed to take forever." 


"When he won the Caul- 
field Cup. we knew he would 
go well at Flemincion." said 
Freeman, whose' previous 
cup wins were with Subzero 
three years ago and Tawrrific 
in I9S9. 


Delimit Weld, trainer of 
third-placed Vintage Crop, 
said the nine-year-old was 
unable to recover from a 
poor stun. 


Doriemus is the first horse 
to complete the Spring Car- 
ni»--t Hrtnhlt; since Let’s 


"The plan was to be in the 
first four or five but he got 
stopped in his tracks in the 
first MX) metres and he was 
last with a lap to run." Weld 
said. 


FOR RENT IN RBDOUN 

Most elegant first floor, 300 sq.m, near Chilean 
Embassy, 3 bedrooms (one master Jacuzzi 
bath), with central heating , air conditioning , 
satellite dish. Ail furniture luxury and new. 
Rent negotiable. 

Kindly call 828391 


FOR RENT 

1. Semi-villa in Jubeiha, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
two saions, three bathrooms, separate garage and 
entrance, with telephone. Annual rent: JD 4,000 
2.Newly-bui!t villa with an area of 200 sq.m, with 
garden and telephone. 

Pis. call 843812 



THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (UNDP) 

AND 

THE UNITED NATIONS FUND 
FOR POPULATION ACTIVITIES (UNFPA) 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 684311 


OAKLAND (AFP) — A 
movement by top players 
on the WTA Tour to 
boycott the Australian 
Open in quest of equal 
prize money to men gained 
strength here this week. 

A letter signed by world 
co-number ones Monica 
Seles and Steffi Graf as well 
as other top players will be 
sent to Tennis Australia, 
which plans to raise men's 
total prize money by 17 per 
cent compared to a six per 
cent increase for women. 

While finalists would re- 
main on equal financial 
footing, the remainder of 
the women's field would 
receive less than male coun- 
terparts, a move Australian 
Open officials attribute to 
financial limitations and 
lower crowds and television 
ratings for women's match- 
es. 


American players Lind- 
say Davenport and Mary 
Joe Fernandez expressed 
dismay at the Aussie action, 
calling it “a huge step back 
for women's tennis." 


seek qualified Jordanian professionals for two vacant posts as National 
Programme Officers in their Amman office. 


The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is a multisectoral funding 
agency active in a broad spectrum of fields relevant to Jordan’s socio-economic 
development as defined by the Jordanian Government’s priorities. Among 
UNDP's Current priority areas are (a) human development with particular 
emphasis on poverty reduction and creation of employment, (b) environmental 
protection and natural resource management (c) technical support to improve 
Jordan's international competitiveness. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor apartment in Shmeisani, 
behind the Marriott Hotel. Consisting of 2 
bedrooms, office room, big hall, dining room, 
kitchen and a bathroom, with separate central 
heating, telephone and a garden. 

For more information please call: 663507 


jThe United Nayons Population Fund (UNFPA) is the U.N. system's primary 
'"finding agWncy in the field of population .and development strategies. (e.g. 
demography, population statistics) ; reproductive health, including family 
welfare/family planning, and advocacy. 


Mercedes 320S model 1995, yellow 
plate, metalic burgandy colour, 
r leather seats, with extra options,* . 


covered 10.000 Km only. 

:e JD 43000. Dhone 648218 


price JD 43000. phone 6482 
between 10 am - 2.00pm. 


The National Programme Officers in UNDP and UNFPA will, within the respective 
mandate of these two institutions, have the following general duties and 
responsibilities: 


to analyze Jordan’s national policies and priorities based on available 
socio-economic data and prepare relevant back-ground papers and reports; 


to identify Jordan's technical assistance needs and develop programme/prqject 
proposals for inclusion in UNDP’s/UNFPA's Country Programmes for Jordan; 


to appraise programme/project proposals in close dialogue with the responsible 
government agencies and the Jordanian beneficiaries in the population at 
large; 


to monitor on-going projects through field visits and regular reporting, and to 
facilitate project implementation through supportive interventions and close 
follow-up; and through supportive interventions and dose foilwo-up; and 



announcement 


Lebanon 

(Regional Office): 
HAMtASTSHX 
BANOLE AUDI BLDG-, 
RQ BOO 11J.M7S, 
BEJ8UT, LEBANON. 

TAX (01) 3*0 971. 


Final 

Registration Date 



prepare programme management plans and carry out finandal management of 
projects, including budgeting and expenditure forecasts. 


Jordan (In toSn "ith 
TJu Hoamg Balk): 


January 1 996 session. 



December 15. 1 995 


- a post-graduate university degree, perferably in one of the social sdences (e.g. 
economics, public administration, sociology) or in a technical discipline 
relevant to socio-economic development; 


at least three and at most twelve years of relevant professional experience in 
government service, in academic institutions, in non-governmental 
organizations and/or in community-based development/sodai work; 


T>€ HOUSING BANK 
TV.KHG CENTER. 
TH HOU5NG BANK 
COMPOUND. 
INDHOOA 
AMMAN, JORDAN 
TEL «W »J7, 

TAX 901 997 


Helping 

Accountants 

become 

Professionals 




full oral proficiency in Arabic and English and excellent drafting / 
conceptualization skills in both languages; 

highly developed inter-cultural and inter-personal skills that enable the applicant 
to (a) feel fully at ease among and work dosely with peopie of different races, 
cultures, political or religious orientations; (b) participate effectively in team 
work; and (c) be highly sensitive to and supportive of gender concerns: 

other qualifications that will be considered important extra assets : (a) computer 
literacy, particularly knowledge of and routine in the use of word processing; (b) 
strong public presentation and communication skills, and (c) knowledge of a 
third United Nations language. 


Austrian Airlines celebrates third year 
of operation in Jordan 


Candidates are requested to submit their application (ind. a complete curriculum 
vitae) no later than 23 November 1995 in a sealed envelope dearly marked "NPO 
Application" to 


UNDP or UNFPA, P.O. Box 35286, Amman 11180 


or deliver it by hand to the receptionist in the UNDP/UNFPA office, Hirbawi 
Building, Obadah Ibn Al-Samit Street, Shmeisani, Amman . AM applications will be 
treated in the strictest confidence. 


UNDER THE patronage 
of Austrian Ambassador 
Dr. Michael Stigelbaucr. 
Austrian Airlines in co op- 
eration with its genera] 
sales agent, Petra Tours . 
held a reception on Oct. 6. 
1995, a Regent Hotel, on 
the occasion of their third 
year of opera non in Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Stigelbaucr. deli- 
vered the opening speech 
in which he mentioned that 
Austrian Airlines is one of 
the oldest European air- 
lines. we// known for its 
friendliness and service. 

Sami Abu Alsaoud, 
country manager of Au- 


strian Airlines for Jordan & 
Iraq, also delivered a 
speech in which he men- 
tioned the new schedule of 
Austrian Airlines Rights. 

A passenger travelling 
out of Amman, he 'said, 
will be able to catch more 
than 25 destinations on the 
same day. within 25 to 30 
minutes, at Vienna’s Air- 
port. 

Austrian Airlines is using 


the newest type of Airbuses 
( Airbus 340) for the long 


haul destinations, such as 
Washington, New York, 
Tokyo. Beijing and Johan- 
nesburg. 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 I’ CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA 


& 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


Delan Walsh 
& Lora Leeni-..in 


Mahmoud Yassin. Hussein Fahml 
& Ranla Yassin. ..In 


CONCORD “1" 


Bad Girls 


CONGO 


Hazelnut’s Shell 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6. 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Dark ness. 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:15 


JORDAN TIMES, 


Becker aiming for the top 


PARIS (AFP) — Boris Beck- 
er may have turned profes- 
sional more than a decade 
ago — but he is still aiming 
for the top. 

“As long as I play competi- 
tive tennis it is always my aim 
to be the best tennis player 
there is,” said the 27-year-old 
German, who was beaten in 
the final of the Paris Indoor 
Open on Sunday by the new 
world number-one Pete Sam- 


pras. 

And Becker stressed that 
the only reason he was still 
ranked fourth in the world 
was because he had been 
willing to make changes to his 
game. 

“I am not so old that I can 
no longer run as fast as my 
opponents — and I still hit 
my services as hard as any- 
body in the power depart- 
ment,” be said. 

“But the main lesson I 
have learned is that I must be 
willing to develop my game. I 
have had to adapt to the new 


players coming up and to the 
likes of Sampras and Agassi. 

“Six years ago I could not 
have played from the back 


court as I do now. It used a 
case either of hitting the first 
point for a winner or hitting a 
lot of aces and the match 
would be over.” 

Becker, who reigned as 
world number-one for 12 
weeks back in 1991, has still 
not written off his chances of 
climbing back to the top of 
the rankings. 

• am glad I have been at 
the top once,” he said, 
adding: “I am not the type of 
guy who is trying to avoid 
being number-one because 
the pressure is so high- 1 am 
quite the opposite. 

*i felt it was an honour to 
be number-one and there 
were a couple of times this 
year when, if I had won a 
certain match. I would have 
gone very close to getting 
back to the top." he said, 
referring to the Wimbledon 
final where he would have 
overtaken Sampras in the 
rankings if he had won the 
title. 

“So it all comes down to - 
just one or two major match- 
es.” he said. 


Becker, who won die first 
of his three Wimbledon titles' 
in 1985. admits that great 
former champions probajBfjjr;. 
wouldn't make much ifn-~ 
pression on today's top play-;; 


“Comparing McEnroe and 
Connors with Sampras -andr 
Agassi... I would have to say; 
that Pete and Andre wonhf 
almost certainly win. . 

“Players today are taking 
may more chances out there 
and the speed of the game 
has increased to an incredible 
level. 


“But it still depends on 
what the surface is. 

“I still think, for example, 
that in his best days Lendl on 
clay would have been an ex- 
tremely tough opponent to 
beat. 


"Sampras is incredible on 
grass and Agassi on a hard 
court is also vejy difficult to 
beat on a good day.” 
Asked which sort of player 
he most, enjoyed playing, 
Becker replied: "Somebody I 
can beat." 


Stefan Edberg 


Edberg back on home ground 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Stefan Edberg made a nostal- 
gic return Monday to the 
venue where he won two of 
his earliest titles and carried 
on the victory tradition with a 
6-3, 6-1 first round decision 
over American Jonathan 
Stark at the $825,000 Stock- 
holm Open. 

Edberg. seeded eighth at 
the Kungliga tennis hall, the 
classic venue for tennis in the 
Swedish capital prior to the 
opening of (he massive 
Globen arcana in 1989, was 
honoured with a brief cere- 
mony- on court before the 
match for his achievement in 
winning his 1.000th career 
match two weeks ago in 
Essen. Germany at the Euro- 
card Open. 

World No. 23 Edberg is 
only the fourth player in the 


modem game to have com- 
pleted that milestone along 
with Ivan Lendl. Jimmy Con- 
nors and John McEnroe. 


“It was nice to have the 
ceremony." said the 29-year- 
old Swede, who will be using 
six weeks off until the start of 
the new tennis year in Au- 
stralia in January to relax 
briefly and begin working 
seriously for 1996. 


The senior Swede, winner 
of six Grand Slam titles, dis- 
missed the threatened 
boycott of women tennis 
players over a reduction in 
their prize money at next 
year's Australian Open, an 
event he has won twice. 


'Tnv very disappointed 
that nothing was done in 
Essen by the ATP. Records 
are nice u> have. but I think 
that you appreciate them 
more 10 or 15 years down the 
road." 

Edberg won the Stockholm 
event in 1986 and 1987 when 


“Most people come to the' 
Grand Slams to watch men 
play,” he said. “We pla/best 
of five sets. In my opinion; I 
think it’s fair that the women 
get less." 


it was played here. It was 
returned to the venue for the 


returned to the venue for the 
first time since 1989. 


Edberg was joined in the 
second round by compatriots 
Henrik Holm and Jonas 
Bjorkman. Holm defeated 
Dane Kenneth Carlsson 6-4, 
3-6. 6-2. while Bjorkman 
started with a 7-5, 6-3 win 
against Jacco Eltingh of Hol- 
land. 
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Tba bidding; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST , 


Opening lead; King of* 

Those sensational plays that 
make the headlines are not what 
distinguishes the expert from the 
Hvw»ge player. It is bread-and-but- 
ter situations like today's, simple 
enough for anyone to make, that 
the expert spots automatically 
while the rest of the world floun- 
ders. 

The auction was straightforward, 
•darting with a strong two<bld by 
South ami a raise by North. Black- 
wood elicited the fact that a king 
was missing, so South settled for 
the small slam. 


West led the lung of dubs, and 
the first decision declarer has to 
make is whether or not to hold up. 
Since refusing the ace runs the 
slight risk of a defensive ruff, 
declarer should spurn the holdup 
and win the trick! It might seem 
that the fate of the contract will 
rest on guessing which way to take- 
heart finesse, but South man- 
aged to convert a ‘guess’ into a sure 1 
thing. 

After drawing trumps in three 
rounds. East Bluffing two hearts on 
the lan two, declarer cashed the 
three diamond winners and then 
e»t4d with the jack of dube. West 
won and was forced to exit with a 
club, on which East discarded 
“other heart as declarer ruffed. 

The distribution of the heart suit 
was now an open book. West had 
*hown up with three trumps, three 
diamonds and six dubs, so thi 
defender could hold no more 
one heart Declarer led a heart to 
king, m case West held a smgie- 
ton Queen, then claimed the slam 
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Hi Citizen 


Presents 

(Ahtan Tact bee’) 
Welcome 


dsiUy at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Normalisation 


Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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Alberto Tomba 



names missing from season-opener 



GENEVA (R) — The cur- 
tain goes up on Alpine 
Skiing's World Cup this 
weekend with no sign of the 
sport's leading man or 
woman. 

Alberto Tomba, Italy's 
swashbuckling hero of the ski 
slopes, will be conspicuously 
absent from centre stage, 
snubbing the opening per- 
formance at Tignes m the 
French Alps because he is 
unhappy with the role he has 
been offered. 

While Tomba, the reigning 
men’s World Cup overall 
champion pouts about rule 
changes, his opposite number 
Vrem Schneider has quietly 
made her farewell. 

The Swiss cowbells finally 
tolled for 30-year-old 
Schneider as she modestly- 
wound up her illustrious 
career — during which she 
never showed the faintest 
trace of being a pampered 
prima donna — with a third 
overall World Cup win last 
season, 

Tomba has hinted he ma 
bow out himself at the end 
this season and his appair^ 
ances may well be limited to 


the odd cameo role here and 
there in the coming winter. 

The Italian » not the only 
skier outraged at the decision 
of World Cup organisers to 
change the start order of 
second leg runs in the slalom 
and giant slalom disciplines. 

Until now, the fastest 15 
finishers in the first leg 
started in reverse order on 
the decisive run, with the one 
with the slowest time going 
first. The skiers ranked 16th 
to 30th in the first ran then 
followed in normal order. 

But organisers have de- 
creed that all 30 skiers who 
for the second leg 
mid start in reverse order, 
with the fastest going last — 
by which time skiers fear the 
slopes will be so cut up they 
will suffer a heavy time dis- 
advantage. . 

Tomba has said he will 
boycott the season-opening 
giant slalom in protest and 
may restrict his appearances 
at other World Cup races to 
first legs only, waring good- 
bye ana departing before the 
second run. 

“Anyway, the World Cup 
is not my number one target 


this season," he said. “I 
would like to win my first 
world title in Sierra Nevada.'* 

Tomba, remarkable win- 
ner of 11 World Cup races 
last winter, has won three 
Olympic gold medals but has 
yet to capture a world crown 
and hopes he can gain his first 
at the world championships 
in Spain in February. 

With the Italian unlikely to 
be a serious candidate for his 
own succession as World Cup 
winner, the trophy is up for 
grabs to a host of contenders 
among Skiing's all-rounders. 


Fit again, he is likely to be 
the man to beat as he is one 
of the few capable of winning 
in any discipline. 

His chief rivals could be 
Norway’s Kjetii Andre 
Aamodt, another all-rounder 
who fell on hard times last 
season, and Austrian veteran 
Guenther Mader. 

But the omens do not 
favour mader as, for all his 
country's success in the ski 
world, no Austrian has won 
the men's world cup since 
Karl Schranz in 1970 — the 
Australian-born Girardelli 


ALPINE SKIING 


Veteran of the circuit, Lux- 
embourg’s Marc Girardelli 
has a record five overall titles 
to his credit and must be 
among the favourities even if 
he was a relative flop last 
season, failing to win a single 
race. 

Biit Girardelli soil finished 
fourth overall, despite a nag- 
ging knee injury, and has 
trained hard this summer in 
New Zealand alongside the 
German team. 


excepted, of course. 

In the women’s events, the 
hot favourite is bound to be 
German Katja Seizinger, 
who just missed out on the 
title in both 1993 and 1995. 

Her main rivals are likely 
to be Sweden’s slalom queen 
Pernilla Wibers, versatile 
Austrian Anita Wachter. 
.Swiss sensation of last season 
Heidi Zeller-Baehler and the 
American speed ace Pica bo 
Street. 


Iraq is soccer’s top scorer 


GENEVA (AP) — Good news for soccer fans worldwide: 
The number of goals in international matches is rising. 

Bad news for World Cup champion Brazil: It trails Iraq 
in scoring supremacy. 

In its biggest ever survey, world soccer's governing body 
FIFA on Monday published details of 12,865 goals scored 
in 5,119 top-dass international matches over the past 10 
years. 

The match average was 2.5 goals in the mid-1980's. In 
the late 1980’s this slumped to just over 2. It reached a high 
of 2.8 in 1993 and currently stands at 2.7, according to the 
magazine. 

The result was not due to matches with double-digit 
scoring, but rather an all-round improvement in perform- 
ance. FIFA said. It said the statistics should counter 
criticism that soccer matches are more boring and defensive 
than in the past. 

The disappointing World Cup finals in Italy in 1990 — in 
which only 2.2 goals per match were scored — prompted 
FIFA to introduce rale changes favouring attacking rather 
than defensive play. 

It even considered the idea of increasing the goal size but 
dropped this after protests from soccer traditionalists. 

The reforms paid off at the entertaining finals in the 
United States last year, where fans enjoyed an average 2.7 
goals per match. 

Surprisingly, the Asian continent came out better on the 
scorecard than the traditional soccer powerhouses of South 


America and Europe. 

Iraq topped the list of goal scorers, with nearly 2 goals 
per match between 1985 and 1995. Brazil, Mexico, the 
Netherlands and New Zealand followed with an average of 
around 1.8. 

Italy has the most effective defence, conceding less than 
0.6 goals per game. Ireland follows at just under 0.7 goals 
per match, with Morocco third and England fourth, 
according to the FIFA figures. 

When comparing the number of goals scored to the 
number of goals yielded, Italy was the most “effective" 
team by FIFA standards. Over the l0-year-period.it has 
scored an average 2.6 goals for every goal conceded. Brazil 
is second with 2.5. 

Only teams which played at least 50 internationals were 
in clud ed in the survey. 

FIFA said competition matches witnessed more goals 
than more relaxed exhibitions. 

Only 11 per cent of all the internationals played between 
1985 and 1995 ended in scoreless draws. Three goals or 
more were scored in 44 per cent of matches. 

“We have concrete evidence that the chances of witnes- 
sing a match with 3 or more goals is in fact four times 
greater than seeing a match with no goals," said the study's 
author, Mario Schneider. 

There were only 7 internationals with more than 10 
goals. And the highest score? 

Uganda-1 ran, 9-8. in November 1989, FIFA said. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


18 fans injured at Greek match 

SALONIKA (R) — At least 18 people were injured in 
violent clashes between rival soccer fans at a Greek league 
match on Monday, police at this northern port city said. 
The game between local team Paok and AEK Athens was 
abandoned two minutes before the scheduled finish when 
angry supporters stormed the field. They threw rocks, one 
of which hit the referee on the head. Paok fans were 
apparently angered by refereeing decisions and the poor 
performance of their team, who trailed 3-1 when the game 
was halted in the 88th minute. AEK Athens were awarded 
a 3-1 victory. 

Cleveland sues to stop Browns move 

CLEVELAND (R) — The city of Cleveland on Monday 
won a temporary court order to stop the Cleveland Browns 
from moving to Baltimore. Lawyers for the city filed suit in 
common pleas court, a state court, on behalf of the 
residents of Cleveland asking that the move be blocked 
even as official confirmation of the deal was pending. A 
spokesman for the court said a temporary restraining order 
was granted to halt the move until at least Nov. 20 at which 
time a full-fledged hearing on the request will be held. The 
Browns have played in Cleveland since 1946. 

2 NBA players suspended 

NEW YORK (R) — The NBA suspended Chris Mills of 
the Cleveland Cavaliers and Predrag Danilovic of the 
Miami Heat for one game each on Monday and fined both 
players for a fighting during a game on Saturday. Mills was 
fined S10.000 for initiating the tussle by elbowing Danilovic • 
in the chin and throwing a punch in the fourth quarter of 
Miami's 85-71 victory. Danilovic was fined S3.500 for 


elbowing Mills to the side of the head. Both players also 
received automatic SI .000 fines for being ejected from a 
game.. 

Kafelnikov advances in Kremlin Cup 

MOSCOW (AP) — Top-seeded Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
playing on a sore ankle, still breezed past unseeded 
Frederik Fetterlein in straight sets Monday in the SI. 125 
million Kremlin Cup tennis tournament. Kafelnikov, one 
of only two seeds in action on the opening day of play at 
Moscow's indoor Olympic stadium, downed the unseeded 
Dane 6-3. 7-5. Eighth -seeded Byron Black of Zimbabwe 
eliminated 17-year-old Vladimir Voltchkov of Belarus 6-3, 
6-2. Ukraine's Andrei Medvedev, seeded fourth, was a 
last-minute scratch with a throat ailment. His scheduled 
opponent. Russian Davis Cup hero Andrei Chesnokov, 
ousted replacement American Tommy Ho 7-5, 7-6 (7-3). 

Forest overwhelm Wimbledon 

LONDON (AFP) — Nottingham Forest cruised to a 4-1 
victory over visiting Wimbledon who had their “hard-man” 
Vinnie Jones sent off for the second time this season just 
before half-time in Monday night's English Premiership 
clash. Dutch striker Bryan Roy scored’his sixth goal of the 
season after just eight minutes to give Nottingham Forest a 
1-0 lead but Jones levelled at 1-1 three minutes later with 
*his first goal of the current campaign. Nottingham Forest 
captain Stuart Pearce put the home side back in front just 
before half-time while Wimbledon's homes nosedived 
when Jones got his marching orders for the tenth time in his 
career. Two minutes into the second-half Jason Lee joined 
Roy on six goals so far this season while Scot Gemmill put 
the match beyond doubt with the home side's fourth goal. 
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‘Arabs, international community have 
responsibility to help W. Bank, Gaza’ 

Jordanian-Palestinian relations in new phase characterised 
by serious action, Crown Prince Hasson tells Cairo meeting 


CAIRO (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san said Tuesday the recon- 
struction and rehabilitation 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip are the joint responsi- 
bility of all Arab and interna- 
tional parties. 

Zn an address delivered on 
his behalf by his advisor 
Mohammad Saqqaf at a semi- 
nar on Palestinian recon- 
struction and development in 
Cairo. Prince Hassan said the 
fact that the political aspects 
of the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace negotiations are the 
sole responsibility of the 
Palestinians does not negate 
that the international com- 
munity shoulders responsibi- 
lities towards the economic 
development of the Palesti- 
nian territories. 

Prince Hassan said the only 
way to enhance political 
peace is to bring 'improve- 
ment to the living conditions 
of all the region’s peoples. 

Prince Hassan voiced con- 
fidence that the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
will be able to face all re- 
quirements of economic de- 
velopment and overcome 
obstacles facing it. 

Nevertheless, he added, 
“we believe that the process 
of recon stru ct in g the Palesti- 


nian economy and enabling 
the PNA to meet the require- 
ments of a sustainable econo- 
mic development can in no 
way take place without the 
support of the region’s coun- 
tries and the international 
community... Jordan believes 
that peace is an important 
prerequisite for achieving this 
goal but peace cannot on its 
own achieve reconstruction 
and development. Financial 
support by the international 
community is an important 
factor at this stage in rehabili- 
tating the Palestinian eco- 
nomy.” 

Prince Hassan said the in- 
ternational community 
should work on widening the 
scope of development prog- 
rammes in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Israel should also lift some 
restrictions imposed on the 
Palestinian economy to en- 
able the Palestinians establish 
economic links with the Arab 
World, he said. 

Economic development in 
Palestine cannot take place in 
seclusion from the Arab 
medium, he noted, asserting 
that it was imperative at the 
present to activate joint Arab 
economic cooperation. 

As the Arab countries are 


joining the peace process, it 
is becoming clear that the 
Middle East will soon witness 
drastic changes, said the 
Crown Prince. Jordan hopes 
the process will lay the found- 
ation stone for economic de- 
velopment in the region, 
especially in the Palestinian 
territories which remained 
for about 27 years handicap- 
ped by occupation, he said. 

He said Jordan took the 
initiative to help the Palesti- 
nian economy as soon as the 
declaration of principles was 
signed between the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel on Sept. 13. 
1993. 

Jordan, he added, was 
keen to enable the Palesti- 
nians to face the require- 
ments of the new stage as it 
was keen during the occupa- 
tion period to help alleviate 
the suffering of the Palesti- 
nian people, through facili- 
tating the flow of their ex- 
ports across bridges Unking 
the West Bank with Jordan. 

Prince Hassan also said 
Jordan and the PNA agreed 
to adhere to the principles of 
free trade between them and 
to exempt national products 
of all customs duties and 
other tariffs, with the excep- 
tion of the sales tax in Jordan 


Kuwaiti MPs demand clear 
stand on Arab reconciliation 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
lawmakers complaining of 
"chaos" in foreign policy on 
Tuesday accused' the govern- 
ment of being divided over 
whether to heal a rift with 
"pro-Iraq” states. 

Deputies at the chamber s 
weekly session said they 
wanted the government to 
stop dithering about whether 
or not to mend a five-year 
breach with countries such as 
Jordan over their sympathy 
with Iraq during its 1990-91 
occupation. 

"The government must 
unifv its position." former 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Abdullah Al Hajeri told re- 
porters. 

"We must end this chaos." 
said deputy Ahmad A I Kha- 
tib. 

"There is a contradiction 
.between you and the prime 
minister." Mr. Khatib said, 
looking across the assembly 
benches at Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah. 

"One day you meet the 
Jordanian foreign minister 
and the next day the 
(Kuwaiti) prime minister says 
we should not yet have rela- 
tions with Jordan.” the 
opposition veteran said. 

He was referring to a 
period in October when 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah ruled 
out an early resumption of 
ties with Jordan within a few 


Hamas says 
PLO arrests 
jeopardise 
dialogue 

GAZA (R) — The militant 
Islamic Hamas movement 
said on Tuesday that the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) was jeopar- 
dising reconciliation efforts 
between the two sides by 
ordering a crackdown on the 
group’s activists in 
Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip. 

Hamas said in a statement 
issued in Gaza that Palesti- 
nian police have arrested 
several activists and were 
hunting others. 

‘‘We call on the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) to 
put an end to the collective 
arrest campaign against the 
sons of our movement, and to 
stop interrogation and tor- 
ture.” the statement said. 

But a senior PLO security 
official said that only one 
Hamas activist was detained 
three days ago on suspicion 
of planning to cany out a 
suicide attack against Israel. 

"The intelligence arrested 
three days ago a youth be- 
longing to Hamas movement 
who planned to carry out a 
suicide attack." he told Reu- 
ters. "We have an under- 
standing with Hamas leaders 
that they would halt attacks 
against Israelis throughout 
the duration of the dia- 
logue." 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, hoping to turn 
Hamas violent opposition to 
his peace moves with Israel 
into political channels, have 
been holding reconciliation 
talks with the militant group. 


days of a meeting between 
Sheikh Sabah and Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
KarimAl Kabariti. 

Diplomats said the episode 
was one of several instances 
this year in which Kuwait 
appeared to be sending 
mixed signals on whether it 
wanted to mend fences with 
Jordan. Yemen. Tunisia. 
Algeria and Sudan. 

Sheikh Sabah has often 
spoken in favour of a gradual 
detente with Amman, pro- 
vided it calls on Iraq to comp- 
ly with ail Gulf war ceasefire 
terms. Sheikh Saad has 
spoken strongly against any 
improvement of lies with 
"pro-Iraq” states for the time 
being. 

Sheikh Sabah has met Mr. 
Kabariti on several occasions 
this year in one of several 
signs’ of a warming in rela- 
tions. 

Some deputies said they 
also wanted Kuwait to stop 
what one called a "superpow- 
er" style of Arab diplomacy 
that might further alienate 
"pro-Iraq” states and lead 
outsiders to conclude Kuwait 
was in some way responsible 
for sanctions against Bagh- 
dad. 

"We want the other coun- 
tries to come and kiss our 
hands. For what? Till when?" 
Mr. Khatib said. 

"Sometimes the Kuwaiti 
attitude is expressed in very- 


strong language, as if to say 
we are responsible for the 
embargo." said opposition de- 
puty Abdullah Al Nibari. 

Mr. Khatib said he was 
dismayed by the surprise evi- 
dent among Kuwaiti officials 
at a call last month of United 
Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan for lifting sanctions 
against Iraq and Arab recon- 
ciliation. 

The call was the clearest 
sign yet that opinion in parts 
of the Gulf is starting to 
favour lifting sanctions 
against Iraq. 

"Mr. Khatib said the sur- 
prise showed that despite the 
trauma of Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion Kuwait had still not 
learned to predict regional 
political trends. This was 
dangerous because such a 
failing had helped make 
possible the invasion "catas- 
trophe.” 

Sheikh Sabah replied the 
government was united. 

"We do not have two 
cabinets." he said. "We 
know we are not the United 
States. We are a Third World 
country. We have to know 
our size. We must not feel we 
are a superpower." 

"I assure Dr. Khatib that 
we are aware of changes and 
developments in the region’s 
equilibrium and we shall 
keep a watchful eye on 
emerging developments.” 


and the value added tax in 
the Palestinian areas. 

Jordan has also reopened 
branches of Jordanian banks 
in the West Bank to fill the 
vacuum left by the absence of 
Palestinian financial institu- 
tions. In addition, the two 
sides agreed to the use of the 
Jordanian dinar as one of the 
currencies circulated in Pales- 
tine, he said. 

“The Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship has 
started a new stage disting- 
uished by serious work,” he 
said. 

The Crown Prince added 
that Jordan "will save no 
effort in urging the interna- 
tional community to meet its 
obligations towards the 
Palestinian economy and 
addressing structural prob- 
lems facing it, especially the 
lack of the infrastructure and 
public services.” 

Prince Hassan voiced hope 
that the seminar would come 
up with mechanisms that 
would contribute to overcom- 
ing economic and financial 
obstacles and challenges fac- 
ing the Palestinian people. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat inaugurated the semi- 
nar. which is organised by the 
Arab League. 

Israeli 
defaces 
Goldstein 
tomb in 


Rabbani ready to step 
down, but sets terms 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Afghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani announced 
Tuesday that he is willing to 
step down. but attached a 
number of conditions to his 
eventual resignation. 

"Any day a commission or 
an individual is ready to take 
over, we are ready to hand 
over power.” the Afghan 
head of state said, during a 
two-hour speech to govern- 
ment leaders. 

"The day when power is 
transferred and the burden is 
placed on somebody else’s 
shoulders will be a day of 
celebration for me." he said. 

Mr. Rabbani. whose two- 
year term expired in Decem- 
ber. said several conditions 
would have to be satisfied 
before he could dissolve his 
nearly three-year-old admi- 
nistration. 

"The first condition is a 
cessation of hostilities within 
the country.” he said in a 
reference to an attempt by 
the Taliban militia to oust his 
Tajik-dominated govern- 
ment. 

Thousands of Taliban 
fighters have been besieging 
the capital Kabul for the past 
month after capturing large 
swathes of the country in the 
past year. 

Mr. Rabbani accused the 
Talibans, made up mainly of 
members of Afghanistan’s 
ethnic Pashtun community, 
of seeking to “eliminate" the 
various factions which carried 
out the "jihad." or holy war. 
against the Soviet Union. 

"in a clear reference to 
Pakistan, which the govern- 
ment accuses of backing the 


■Talibans, Mr. Rabbani called 
for an end to foreign interfer- 
ence in Afghanistan’s affairs. 

The Afghan president also 
said elections would have to 
be held within one year of his 
handing over power to an as 
yet to be named individual or 
interim body. 

Mr. Rabbani has stated his 
willingness to step down pre- 
viously but the country's war- 
ring factions have been un- 
able to agTee on a successor. 

Mr. Rabbani. speaking just 
hours after a Taliban rocket 
attack on Kabul left two peo- 
ple dead and one wounded, 
called on the United Nations 
and the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference to redou- 
ble their efforts to find a 
peaceful settlement to the 
Afghan crisis. 

He said a delegation 
headed by a senior govern- 
ment leader. Abdul Rab 
Rasul Sayvaf. would pursue 
talks witfi the opposition 
aimed at reaching agreement 
on a handover of power and 
other issues. 

“We urge the opposition to 
cooperate with us in arrang- 
ing for a transfer of power." 
Mr. Rabbani said. 

Mr. Rabbani also denied 
Pakistani charges that the 
Afghan government was in- 
volved in a series of rccem 
bombings in the Pakistani 
city of Peshawar. 

in Tehran. Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto de- 
nied any rivalry with Iran for 
influence in Afghanistan, but 
the two countries are divided 
over the recognition of Mr. 
Rabbani. 
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Leah Rabin blames Netanyahu, 
recalls prophetic death threats 


Hebron 

HEBRON (Agencies) — An 
Israeli poured black ink over 
the grave of Hebron killer 
Baruch Goldstein, the Jewish 
settler who massacred at least 
30 Muslims at prayer, in a 
public protest Tuesday at the 
murder of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

"This grave, so well looked 
after, is a disgrace," Abra- 
ham Peso, an Israeli, said as 
he carried out his act of pub- 
lic vandalism. 

"The time has come to do 
something against right-wing 
fanatics and other friends of 
Goldstein which are celebrat- 
ing the assassination of 
Rabin,” the protester said. 

“I've been crying for the 
last three days. If we had 
acted more firmly against the 
extremists, perhaps we would 
have prevented the crime,’ he 
said before television camer- 
as. 

Goldstein was himself kil- 
led by the crowd after mow- 
ing down Muslim worship^ 
pens in Hebron's Ibrahimi 
Mosque on Feb. 25, 1994. He 
belonged to the anti-Arab 
group Kach. which has since 
been outlawed. 

Yigal Amir, who shot dead 
Mr. Rabin at a Tel Aviv, 
peace rally on Saturday, be- 
longed to a movement linked 
to Kach. 

A witness said the man 
splattered black paint on the 
tomb of Goldstein and broke 
memorial lamps at the grave, 
a pilgrimage site for militant 
Jews at Kiryat Arba settle- 
ment near Hebron in the 
West Bank, said George 1 
Kiliaris. a reporter for 
Greece's Star television. 

"An Israeli man came 
close and said follow me... 
we went to the grave of Gold- 
stein. He paced and then he 
just took out a bottle of black 
paint and started spreading it 
over the grave and smashed 
the lamps,” Mr. Kiliaris said. 

He said. “It’s unbelievable 
what’s happening here. I'm 
tired of this country. I can’t 
believe that these people are 
killing their own prime minis- 
ter.” 

Mr. Kiliaris said the man, 
dressed in red jeans, gray 
T-Shirt and tennis shoes and 
wearing a blue cap, then 
walked away. 

Two male settlers had 
come to the grave and watch- 
ed as the man defaced it. Mr. 
Kiliaris said he believed they 
stood idly by because of the 
presence of his camera crew. 

Afterwards Mr. Kiliaris 
said he asked one of the 
settlers what he thought of 
the act. 

"The bastard should die.” 
Mr. Kiliaris quoted one set- 
tler as saying. 

Some Kiryat Arba resi- 
dents have publicly wel- 
comed the killing of Mr. 
Rabin. 

Many supporters of the 
banned anti-Arab Kach 
movement live in Kiryat 
Arba. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The widow of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said Tuesday 
lhat Likud Party leader Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu and other 
Israeli right-wingers created 
the atmosphere that led to 
her husband's assassination 
by a religious fanatic. 

Leah Rabin, in a series of 
radio and television inter- 
views, blamed rightist law- 
makers for giving violent 
speeches in parliament and 
allowing outrageous incite- 
ment against her husband at 
rallies. 

"There was a Likud rally in 
Jerusalem not too long ago.” 
she recalled. "They put the 
figure of Yitzhak, my hus- 
band, in the uniform of a 
Nazi leader and Mr. Netany- 
ahu was there. He later 
talked against it. but he was 
there and he didn't stop it.” 

In the interview, with ABC 
Television, she also com- 
plained that her husband was 
pictured as wearing a 
kefiyyeh like Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and no 
one put a stop to it... . 

Mrs. Rabin said she 
thought about refusing to 
shake hands with Mr. 
Netanyahu at her husband's 
funeral but then decided not 
to make a scene. But she said 
she tried to be "very cold to 
him. as cold as l could be.” 

She added: "He knew, and 
we both understood that we 
would have both loved to 
avoid shaking each other's 
hand." 

"Mr. Benjamin Netany- 
ahu. now he can say from 
here to eternity lhat he didn’t 
support it. didn't agree with 
it, but he was there and he 
didn’t slop it," she said of the 
instance where Mr. Rabin 
was the target of threats. 

Mrs. Rabin compared her 


husband's assassination to 
the killing in Tel Aviv during 
World War II of a Jewish 
activist who was shot to death 
by Jewish extremists after 
being smeared as a collabor- 
ator with the Nazis. 

"The night my husband 
was shot dead I couldn't help 
thinking of the analogy - 
There is the incitement first 
and then there will always be 
someone to carry out the 
deed,” she said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, in a sepa- 
rate interview on CBS televi- 
sion. insisted he had “stood 
up and faced down these 
extremists who shouted 
‘Rabin is a traitor' or ‘Rabin 
is a murderer.*” 

He attributed Mrs. Rabin's 
accusations to her grief. 
“When you are in deep, deep 
grief, you can say anything. 
Passions, feelings go every 
which way." he said. 

Mrs. Rabin said her hus- 
band left no will, never 
dreaming he would fall victim 
to an assassin's bullet. 

She expressed the convic- 
tion that a silent Israeli 
majority who supports the 
peace process would now 
stand up against the climate 
of violence. 

"There will be a very, very 
substantive, loud voice that 
will speak up for the peace 
process." she raid. 

She also said the assassina- 
tion had had a positive moral' 
impact on Israelis. 

"I think by the assassina- 
tion of my husband the coun- 
try has gained the opposite of 
innocence.' It was o mind 
opening, it was a moral open- 
ing. it was a beginning of a 
new era,” she said. 

“When a man like this be- 
comes a victim of this climate 
then all of us that believe in 


peace, chat believe in the 
peace process must stop 
being silent about it.” she 
said. 

In an interview with Israel j 
Radio, Mrs. Rabin also recal- , 
led prophetic threats shouted 
by taunters promising to kill 
she and her husband in the 
Kings of Israel Square in 
downtown Tel Aviv where 
Mr. Rabin was indeed gun- 
ned down last Saturday nighr. 

She described her husband 
as being dogged by Jewish 
extremists who would .and 
outside the prime minister’s 
house jeering at him for mak- 
ing peace with the Palesti- 
nians. 

“For weeks and weeks, ev- 
ery week they woudl come 
arid wait for him and shout at 
him “traitor, murderer,” she 
raid. 

“Last Firday. when I got 
home at 3 o’clock." she 
added, "they said to me ‘just 
wait. A year from now. in the 
Kings of Israel Square we’ll 
kill vou both. There you will 
be like Mussolini and his 
mistress. That’s the way you 
will be in Kings of Israel 
Square’. ” 

Mrs. Rabin told the radio 
interviewer that she sensed a 
new mood in Israel for peace 
after her husband's tragic 
death. 

"I don't think the hope for 
peace died with him. I think 
the reverse is the truth." she 
said. 

She noted that Mr. Rabin 
sang a song of peace at a rally 
attended by 100.000 just be- 
fore he was shot. 

"I already hear it from 
every quarter, people are 
raying that song cannot be 
stopped.” she said. ‘'We will 
all continue, we (and) the 
young people, the children.” 


U.S. and U.N. press Serbs 
to cooperate on war crimes 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Stales and the United 
Nations put pressure on Bos- 
nian Serbs on Tuesday to 
cooperate with war-crime in- 
vestigations overshadowing 
the Balkan peace summit. 

U.S. human rights investi-. 
gator John Shattuck was re- 
turning to former Yugoslavia 
while the U.N. Security 
Council considered a demand 
for "immediate access” to 
areas of Bosnia where the 
Serbs are said to have killed 
thousands of Muslims in cold 
blood. 

The families of two French 
pilots, shot down by the 
Serbs during a NATO mis- 
sion. urged U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to press for news 
of the men who have dis- 
appeared in captivity. 

In southern Germany, 
U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry toured two milit- 
ary bases where more than 
10,000 American troops have 
undergone rigourous training 
for peacekeeping in Bosnia. 

Mr. Perry watched in sub- 
freezing cold as U.S. soldiers, 
part of a contingent of 20,000 

E romised to a 60,000-strong 
IATO force to oversee any 
Bosnia peace agreement,' 
fired tank cannon and prac- 
tised “peace enforcement** 
from finding snipers to con- 
trolling unruly civilians. 

An official close to the 
peace summit at a U.S. air 
base in Dayton said the talks 
were near deadlock over the 
war crimes issue and efforts 
.10 have two implicated Bos- 
nian Serb leaders removed 
from power. 

A u.N. tribunal set up to 
investigate war crimes during 
4!A years of fighting in Bosnia 
and Croatia has indicted Bos- 
nian Serb "president” Rado- 


van Karadzic and his army 
chief. Ratko Mladic. 

They are at the top of a list 
of war crime suspects wanted 
for trial in the Hague. 

The sumrrtit official said 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, negotiating in 
Dayton for the Bosnian 
Serbs, was resisting U.S. and 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment pressure for the two 
men to be dismissed as part 
of the peace pact. 

The Serbs want Mr. Karad- 
zic and Mr. Mladic to be 
unseated only if the Hague 
court convicts them. 

The focus on war crimes 
reportedly irked Mr. 
Milosevic who wants the talks 
with Croatia and Bosnia to 
concentrate on the issues dis- 
cussed during the round of 
international mediation 
which led to the summit. 

A political source raid the 
Serbian leader felt backed 
into a corner by the demands 
to sacrifice Mr. Karadzic and 
Mr. Mladic and risked a colli- 
sion with nationalist hardlin- 
ers at home who fear the 
peace process is already 
weighed against Serbs. 

A resolution sent to the 
Security Council by the big 
power contact group mediat- 
ing in the conflict bracketed 
the Bosnian Serbs with 
Croatia which was accused of 
trampling Serb human rights 
during offensives this year to 
recapture Serb-held soil. 

It demanded better Croa- 
tian compliance with human 
rights. 

The resolution was ex- 
pected to be passed later this 
week and to demand that 
U.N. investigators be 
allowed to visit refugees and 
areas where the Serbs are 
alleged to have carried out 



killings and ethnic cleansing. 

They include Srebrenica 
where Mr. Mladic's army is 
accused of killing up to 8.000 
Muslim men after capturing 
the U.N. safe enclave in east- 
ern Bosnian in July. 

Other sires were in north- 
ern Bosnia where thousands 
of Serbs have been made 
homeless and hundreds of 
Muslims are missing since au- 
tumn fighting which cost the 
Serbs 4 .000 square 
kilometres of territory. ! 

Although the Srebrenica 
allegations were leaked by 
U.S. officials before the sum- 
mit began, the Washington 
Post said U.N. war crimes 
prosecutor Richard Gold- 
stone was questioning U.S. 
cooperation with his inves- 
tigations. 

The newspaper quoted a 
letter from Mr. Goldstone to 
the U.S. embassy in the 
Hague in which he expressed 
disappointment with the 
"quality and timeliness" of 
the information supplied by 
U.S. intelligence. 

The U.S. has kept secret 
most of the intelligence it 
gathered by surveillance in- 
cluding satellites during the 
fighting, even when U.N. 
observers on the ground were 
shut out of sensitive areas by 
the warring sides. 

It has a much more com- 
plete record of the course of 
the war than has ever been 
made public. 

Mr. Perry, on a trip to 
work out Russia's military 
role in a post-war Bosnia,' 
declared meanwhile that U.S. 
Troops may get only a few 
days' notice before being 

sent into Be. a once a peace 

treaty is reached. 


Circumcised v 
immigrant takes 
Rabin’s name 

TEL AVIV (AFP) —A new 
Jewish immigrant has 
adopted the name of 
Israel’s assassinated Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
under a religious rite after 
undergoing circumcision. 
The Jerusalem Post said 
Tuesday that Russian 
immigrant Lozav Alexan-. 
der, 27, asked that his name 
be changed when the doc- 
tor asked him to recite the 
“Kiddush" in which the 
name of the circumcised 
man is stated, “‘Yitzhak 
will continue to live in 
Israel,’ be said in baiting 
Hebrew, stirring the- small 
crowd at the ceremony* 
Monday in the northern 
town of Safed, on Rabin’s 
burial day, the paper 
reported. Tel Aviv Mayor 
Ronni Milo, meanwhile, 
plans to rename Kings Of 
Israel Square, where Rabin 
was assassinated at a peace 
rally Saturday, after the 
slain premier, the paper 
said. — 

Prince Philip 
honours 
cartoonist 

WELLINGTON (R) — 
Britain’s Prince Philip was 
surprised to find himself on 
show Tuesday when he 
opened an exhibition of- 
cartoons by New Zealander 
Sir David Low. considered 
among the greatest expo- 
nents of his art this century. 
The prince paused in front 
of a. life-sized cartoon Sir 
David drew of him in 1953 
after the coronation of his ’ 
wife. Queen Elizabeth, and 
. said: “Where on earth did 
that come from?” Curator 
of the exhibition Susan 
Fliaer said Prince Philip 
told her he did not recall 
sitting for Sir David at (he 
time. Sir David, with his 
scathing and unrelenting 
commentary, was among 
the first and most incisive 
critics of the rise of 
European facism in the 
1930s. His work was syn- 
dicated worldwide to more 
than 200 newspapers and 
magazines, and at bis 
height in the 1950s he was 
better paid than his editors. 
“He is probably the most 
important and significant 
cartoonist of this century,” 
New Zealand’s current 
leading cartoonist Tom 
Scott told Reuters. 


China’s population 
to hit 1.214 billion 
in 1995 

BEUING (AFP) - 
China's population is 
expected to hit 1.214 bil- 
lion this year, 13 million 
less than originally forecast 
for the end of the 1990-95 
five year plan, according to 
the state family planning 
commission. Delegates to & 
national conference on 
population which ended 
Monday said the shortfall 
had been achieved during * 
period when the number of 
women of child-bearing 
agerwas at a pe3k. tbe offi- 
cial news agency Xinhua 
reported Tuesday. But it 
also quoted delegates as 
warning that the current 
low birth rate was unstable 
and could only be main- 
tained by strict adherence 
to China’s so-called "one- 
child family” policy. In the 
late 1980s, the government 
targe tied a population of 
1 .2 billion by the year 
2000, but that figure was 
reached in February, and 
the target has been revised 
to 1.294 billion. The coun- 
try's main problem results 
from its enormous popula- 
tion base, and current" U.N. 
projections estimate that 
China’s population will 
level out at around. 1. <5 bil- 
lion by the middte'Of tiw 
next century. Tbd^jpnder- 
* reporting of births- try toe* 1 

officials fearful' of exceed- 
ing state-set quotas 
remains a serious problem, 
as does a growing disparity 
in the sex-birth rati? — *■ 
resulting from a traditional 
preference for sons. 
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